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Foreword
The firs t te rm  was crow ded w ith  spo rting  events 

of a ll k inds. It is not an exam ina tion  term , and g ir ls  
and gym. s ta ff take fu ll advantage of th is  fact. The 
new M ounta in  C lub is p o p u la r and both boarders 
and day g ir ls  are de ligh ted  to  jo in  in the outings. 
The In ter-House Sw im m ing G ala was a h ig h lig h t of 
the term , and the ch o ir  sang at the  B ishops p roduc­
tion  of “ The M ika do ” , w h ile  the paren ts o rgan ised

a p rem ieré  of “ B itte r S w ee t" fo r H ersche l at the 
H ofm eyr Theatre. The Old G ir ls ’ m eeting a lso  took 
p lace, as usual, in the firs t term .

Mrs. M ulle r, a fte r 20 years of loyal and devoted 
service, le ft us at the end of the firs t term . She is to  
devote  herse lf to  the reha b ilita tio n  of young wom en. 
We w ish her happiness in th is  nob le  work.

In the second term , the  sum m er gam es gave way 
to the  w in te r ones, and, of course, there  is a judo  
c lass at the  schoo l each Tuesday even ing th ro u g h ­
out the year. Every W ednesday a fte rnoon, too, S tan­
d a rds V III to  X a ttend S o c io lo g ica l C lub m eetings, 
w here the g ir ls  hear in te res ting  ta lks  given by v is i­
to rs, o r see good film s. The evening A scension  Day 
serv ice  b roadcast on the A p rogram m e was co n ­
ducted  by the Rev. Canon J. H. Hodgson. A ll the 
s ing ing  was done by the H ersche l cho ir, and was 
s ing u la rly  beautifu l. E xam ina tions and Inter-House 
m atches conc luded  the  term .

The th ird  term  began w ith  the s c h o o l’s p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in the In te r-S choo ls Forum  D iscussion . The

g ir ls  a lso took  part in the In te r-S choo ls  C entres of 
In te rest com pe tition . Each week the  S o c io lo g ica l 
C lub  prov ided  speakers o r film s on W ednesday 
a fte rnoons. The schoo l now  has an H is to rica l S o c i­
ety, and occa s io n a lly  the  c lub  m eets in the even ings 
to  d iscuss m atters of h is to rica l in te rest and im por­
tance.

The M atricu la tion  g ir ls  w ere taken to  the N ico

M alan Theatre  to  see a very fine  pe rfo rm ance  of 
“ K ing L ea r” , and the schoo l put on B a rrie ’s “ Q uality  
S tree t”  on th ree  n igh ts  in Septem ber. Saturday, 21st 
Septem ber, was a ga la  n ight, a ttended by many 
parents, and a ll those  conce rned  in the  p lay were 
en te rta ined  by the schoo l to  supper a fte r the  per­
form ance. Those tak ing  part, tnose  d ire c tin g  and 
he lp ing , a ll en joyed the play, and the  aud iences 
were offered po lished  and d e lig h tfu l en terta inm ent.

The th ree  House m agazines w ere com p le ted  in 
the  th ird  term . The ed ito rs  and c o n tr ib u to rs  are to  
be cong ra tu la ted  on the h igh q u a lity  of these m aga­
zines. A g rea t deal o f tim e and care  is expended on 
them , and everyone tr ies  to  con tribu te . M errim an 
won the  com pe tition  th is  year, w ith  Ja g g e r and Rolt 
ty ing  fo r second place.

The Fourth Term  is a very busy one, w ith  fina l 
exam ina tions both ora l and w ritten  loom ing  large. 
As always, the  year w ill end w ith  the beautifu l and 
m oving C aro l Service  in St. S av iou r’s C hurch  on 
the  n igh t before the term  ends.

HERSCHEL 1974
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Prize-Giving, 10th December, 1973
Fiona C h isho lm  is, o f course , know n to  a ll o l us 

th rough  the m edium  of her da ily  co lum n in “ The 
Cape T im es", but it was ou r p riv ile g e  to hear her 
a c tu a lly  speak to  us in person on ou r Speech Day.

When Dr. S ilbe rbauer rang her up, ask ing her to  
speak, she was rem inded of M arlon Brando, head of 
the  Mavia, in the film  “ The G od fa the r” . He, too, 
made requests tha t it was d iff ic u lt to  refuse.

She herse lf is ac tu a lly  a Rustybug w ho had met 
H ersche l on ly  as riva ls, ch ie fly  on the spo rts fie lds . 
She cou ld  not res is t acce p ting  the inv ita tion  so tha t 
she cou ld  appear in the ro le  of fr iend  and guest as 
w e ll as riva l. A fte rw ards, of course , she w ondered 
how  to  get out o f the  d ifficu lty . She shares a room  
w ith  the ca rto o n is t David M arais, and appealed to 
him  fo r he lp . He suggested d riv ing  gen tly  over her 
in his car, and in ju rin g  her foo t, fo r exam ple. But 
tha t w ou ld  have m ade C hris tm as shopp ing  too  d iff i­
cu lt. K nock ing  out som e tee th  w ith  a p ro tru d in g  car 
m irro r was ru led out because of the  h igh cost of 
den tis try . She was co ns ide ring  a llow ing  h e rse ll to 
be stung by the bees from  the hives in th e ir  garden, 
w hen she rea lised  tha t she was rea lly  ha lf-hearted 
about it a ll, and ac tu a lly  wanted to  speak to  the 
schoo l a fte r all.

F iona C h isho lm  said she was im pressed by the 
long p rize  lis t and the qua lity  o f the books g iven. In 
fact, she w ou ld  have liked  to  p inch  som e— e spec ia lly  
as she had never w on a p rize  herse lf. She m ight 
have done so, of course, had one been given fo r 
ta lk in g  in class.

N on-prize-w inners, she sa id m ight find  it hard to 
know  what to  do in life . She, fo r instance, had 
w anted to  m arry at once, not study. M any try  various 
careers and g ive them  up, hope fu lly  expec ting  to  be 
rescued by a kn igh t in sh in ing  arm our, roa ring  up 
at 30 m iles per hour.

The im portan t th ing  in life  is to  make som e effort, 
to  ta ck le  som eth ing  and overcom e it. You m ust have 
som eth ing  to  in te rest you, som eth ing  tha t m akes you 
a person. Y our kn igh t w ill sca rce ly  find  you w o rth ­
w h ile  if you have no th ing  to  offer.

If the  firs t th ing  you try  is a fa ilu re , try  the next. 
She herse lf was the fa ilu re  in the fam ily : one s is te r 
was a docto r, one a dancer, and she a shorthand- 
typ is t. Then she dec ided  to  be a reporte r. One re la ­
tio n  was persuaded to w rite  her a tes tim on ia l, 
ano the r to  d ra ft her a p p lica tio n  fo r a rep o rte r's  job . 
They to ld  her they d id n ’t w ant a w om an. There 
was no th ing  she cou ld  do about tha t. Then they 
changed th e ir  m inds and appo in ted  her. W hen she 
asked fo r the  reason, the e d ito r rep lied  tha t there 
w ere tw o m ale app lican ts , one of whom  was a 
dagga-sm oker and the o ther a reform ed a lco h o lic .

She assured the g ir ls  tha t a ca ree r does not, in 
any case, p rec lude  a m arriage. They cou ld  m arry 
and con tin ue  a career. Her adv ice  was tha t they 
shou ld  do som eth ing  tha t w ou ld  g ive them  fun and 
p leasure  and yet be a standby in life.

She ended by w ish ing  those w ho s till had years to  
go at schoo l happiness and fu lfilm en t. She herse lf 
had loved her schoo l years.

Dr. Silberbauer's Report
Mrs. R obertson, Ladies and G entlem en, and G irls,

Once m ore a s ince re  w e lcom e to  you a ll on the 
occas ion  of ou r P rize-giv ing— always such a specia l 
day in the life  of a schoo l.

1974 has been a v in tage  year at H ersche l and our 
successes on the academ ic  s ide  and on the  sports  
fie ld  have g iven me cause fo r g rea t pride.

Last yea r's  M a tricu la tio n  resu lts  were p leasing. 
We ach ieved ten firs t-c lass passes, and a w ide 
spread of d is tin c tio n s , tw o in English, tw o in French, 
tw o in Physica l S cience, one in M athem atics, and 
th ree  in B io logy. C o ng ra tu la tions  to  s ta ff and pup ils  
fo r the hard w o rk  w h ich  p roduced  these sp lend id  
results.

We were de lig h ted  to  learn tha t lite ra ry  co n trib u ­
tions by Ju lia  Paley, Kate Ph ilip , and E lizabeth 
M urray, had been accep ted  fo r  ' D ia logue '', a South 
A frican  m agazine rece iv ing  co n trib u tio n s  from  all 
over the w orld . Even m ore exc itin g  was to  be to ld  
tha t Ju lia  P a ley's co n trib u tio n  was to rece ive  the 
U nited B u ild in g  S oc ie ty  award fo r prose. E rica  G ra­
ham was p laced  firs t in the N ation-w ide Navy League 
Essay co m p e titio n  fo r her o rig ina l essay on yach ting  
— a sub je c t w h ich  she know s w e ll.

In the exam ina tions of the  A ssoc ia ted  Board of 
the Royal S choo ls  of M usic, 24 g ir ls  passed, six 
ach iev ing  m erit aw ards. Those g ir ls  w ho entered 
the Eng lish  and A frikaans E istedd fods w ere suc­
cessfu l in both the p iano  and voca l sec tions  and 
Susan D ow dle  was aw arded a bursary  fo r  her p lay­
ing in the Bach section .

The resu lts  of the  Royal S choo ls  B a lle t exam ina ­
tio n s  w ere encourag ing  and a ll 15 cand ida tes  
passed, five of these w ere com m ended and Ju lianne  
A llsopp  passed G rade IV w ith  honours.

We were de ligh ted  w ith  the resu lts  of the G uild  
of Speech and Dram a T eache rs ’ exam ina tions. A ll 
31 cand ida tes passed, 15 w ith  m erit, and e igh t 
w ith  honours. We cong ra tu la te  these g ir ls  on the ir 
resu lts  and thank Mrs. Saffery and Mrs. M ordeca i 
fo r the hard w ork  and in te rest they show  in speech 
and dram a.

This year we have tended to  concen tra te  on 
speech and ora l com m un ica tion  and Mrs. Saffery 
has g iven tim e  and encouragem ent to  those  g irls  
w ho have show n in te rest in p u b lic  speaking. We 
have paid a tten tion  not on ly  to  w e ll-p repared  
speeches but a lso  to  im prom tu  speeches from  the 
floo r. Som e g ir ls  have reg u la rly  a ttended the W ed­
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nesday a fte rnoon  classes and in s tandards 6 and
7 speech a lte rna tes  w ith  m usic in the  schoo l cu r­
ricu lum .

The genera l standard  of ora l com m un ica tion  has 
thus im proved th ro u g h o u t the schoo l and M erri- 
man is to  be com m ended fo r w inn ing  the Inter- 
House debate  and p u b lic  speaking  com pe tition .

O ur S choo l p lay “ Q uality  S tre e t”  was a g rea t suc­
cess. I th in k  the  cast experienced  th e ir  fa ir  share 
of the hard g rind  so necessary to  be sure of a good 
p roduc tion , and tog e th e r w ith  guest a rtis ts  from  
B ishops, th e ir e ffo rts  were rew arded by p lay ing  to 
en thus ias tic  aud iences on all th ree  n ights. 1 found 
it hard to  be lieve  th a t C am illa  W hite and Barbara 
van A lphen Stahl were am ateurs. W ith the rest of 
the  cast and backstage  w orkers  they p roduced a 
show  of a lm ost p ro fess iona l s tandards, w h ich  goes 
to  show  what Mrs. Saffery can do w ith  tim e and 
ta len t!

Because we had a schoo l p lay th is  year ou r In ter- 
House com p e titio n s  w ere res tric ted  to  a house 
va rie ty  co n ce rt (w on by R o lt) , the  lite ra ry  m agazine 
(w on by M errim an ), and a debate  and p u b lic  speak­
ing co m p e titio n  (w on by M errim an ).

Jagger appears to  have trium phed  in the Inter- 
House gam es events, and it w ill be in te res ting  to 
hear at the end of the a fte rnoon w h ich  house has 
won the coveted E ffic iency Sh ie ld . Each g ir l has an 
opp ortu n ity  to  co n trib u te  in her own spec ia l way to 
her house and M iss K ab le  has kept an accura te  
accoun t of a ll ach ievem ents.

The th ree  heads of houses, E lizabeth  Je ffe ry  (Ja g ­
g e r) , V ic to ria  Hau (M e rrim a n ), and Susan Dowdle 
(R o lt) , have w orked  hard to  fos te r house and 
schoo l sp irit, and G illian  Austin , ou r head g irl, has 
by her own exam ple , led the schoo l m ost success­
fu lly  th is  year not on ly  as a sch o la r but a lso  as a 
sport. She has been a g rea t help to  me and we 
have becom e friends.

E arlie r th is  year the ch o ir took part in “ The M ika ­
d o "  p roduced  by Schoo l House, D iocesan C ollege. 
Sara K n igh t was a cha rm ing  Yum  Yum  and her two 
s is te rs  w ere played and sung by Susan D ow dle  and 
She lley Bell.

In the second term  our ch o ir  w ith  o ther ch o irs  
sang at an in te resting  m orn ing  serv ice w h ich  was 
broadcast. The ch o ir  has sung at the w edd ings of 
many fo rm er H ersche l g ir ls  th is  year. They sang 
q u ite  b eau tifu lly  at the St. S av iou r’s F low er Festival 
and are now  rehears ing  fo r ou r own C arol Service  
to m o rro w  evening at St. S aviour's . Th is  serv ice  so 
beau tifu lly  and f it t in g ly  co n c ludes  the  schoo l year. 
A ll these ac tiv itie s  of our m ain and sm a lle r cham ber 
ch o irs  requ ire  m uch p ra c tice  to  m ain ta in  the high 
standard  of s ing ing  and m us ica lity  we have now 
com e to  expect of them . They never fa il to  de lig h t 
and we are g ra te fu l to  M iss Sweet and to  Mrs. 
Dow dle. ou r accom pan is t, who so w illin g ly  spend 
tim e  w ith  the ch o ir  so tha t they may, each year, fu l­
fil th e ir  poten tia l.

O ur chape l is the  foca l po in t of the  schoo l and 
w eek ly  com m un ion  serv ices have been held th is

term  by Reverend Ian Eve at w h ich  day g ir ls  and 
the ir paren ts are always w elcom e. We en joyed hav­
ing som e of you w ith us at ou r boa rde rs ’ Chapel by 
C and le ligh t Serv ice  last Sunday.

M iss Inez T rem ble  has taken  over the lib ra rie s  
of the  P repara to ry and S en io r S choo ls  and has in 
her cha rm ing , in fo rm ative  way revo lu tion ised  our 
a ttitude  tow ards read ing  and the w ay in w h ich  a 
lib ra ry  shou ld  be used. We now  have a w ide  se lec­
tion of both refe rence  and fic tio n  books on our 
shelves, and it is ou r s ince re  hope tha t the g ir ls  
w ill becom e w e ll extended as readers before  te le ­
v is ion  descends upon us!

O ur c lubs, the S o c io lo g ica l C lub, the H is to rica l 
Society, the M usic C lub, the  M usic, A rt, and Drama 
Socie ty, MIX, the D ebating S ocie ty, the Gym and 
the M ounta in  C lubs, have each in th e ir  own way 
o ffered extra-m ura l a c tiv itie s  of in te rest to  a ll. My 
genera l im pression  has been th a t the  in te rest shown 
in these soc ie ties  by g ir ls  g ives crea tive  d rive  and 
im petus to  s tud ies  as w e ll as sport.

O ur honours she lf in the d in ing -room  is fille d  
w ith  an e legant assortm ent of s ilve rt troph ies. Th is  
year we have won the fo llo w in g  in te r-schoo l awards: 
the Judo trophy, the  Squash Cup, the S en io r Hockey, 
the U nder 15 H ockey (shared  w ith  R us tenbu rg ), and 
the U nder 14 D iving Cup.

M iss L indsay Kable has engendered  enthusiasm  
and sportsm ansh ip  th ro u g h o u t the schoo l. S port is 
now  played not on ly  to  w in, but a lso fo r the  sheer 
p leasure  of it, and ou r spo rting  fa c ilit ie s  are being 
used to  capacity .

A t the in te r-schoo ls  sw im m ing  gala we cam e sec­
ond by one po in t and w ere th ird  to  Rustenburg and 
W ynberg in the open relay, a ll th ree  team s breaking  
the record . F iona Adam s did w e ll to  w in  the U nder 
14 D iving contest.

H ockey and Squash have been ou r spo rts  th is  
year. Seven g ir ls  were chosen fo r the  W estern Pro­
v ince  hockey tr ia ls , and a ll w en t th rough  to  the 
fina ls. M argo t M cLach lan and G ill A ustin  w ere  fina lly  
chosen fo r the team . A firs t team  hockey to u r to  
P ie te rm aritzbu rg  and the D rakensberg last Easter 
was an ou ts tand ing  success. Next Easter M iss Kable 
is p lann ing  ye t ano the r to u r to  G raham stow n—  
a fte r p lay ing  hockey m atches the re  she p lans to 
take  the team  a long  the “ O tte r's  T ra il”  a w a lk from  
S to rm ’s R iver to  N atu re ’s Valley.

In the fina l in te r-schoo l's  Squash tou rnam en t, our 
A team  beat Rustenburg 4-1 and Susan Batho, 
M argo t M cLach lan , S tacey S m ith-C handler, Je n n ife r 
Pentz and N ico la  Fouche, w ere se lec ted  to  jo in  
J ill E cks te in ’s squash squad fo r spec ia l coach ing.

Th is year F iona M cLach lan  le ft on a Rotary 
S cho la rsh ip  fo r  S a lt Lake C ity  w h ile  Lynne B ra iley, 
B rid g e t B orton, and D iana Longm ore, are in the 
S tates as A m erican  F ield S cho la rs . We enjoyed 
hearing  w hat Shan A dam 's  had to  say to  the S o c io lo ­
g ica l C lub  th is  year about he r stay in New Zealand 
as a Rotary S cho la r. A t the schoo l she a ttended she 
was ab le  to  s tudy fo r her A  leve ls and so she bene­
f i te d  acad em ica lly  as w e ll as soc ia lly .
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Som e of you may have no ticed  the new w ing  at 
the  P repara to ry  Schoo l com pris ing  five new c lass­
room s, w ith  a d d itio na l c loakroom  and sto rage 
space. The Sub B c lass have a lready moved in to 
th e ir  c lassroom  am idst m uch exc item en t. The new 
w ing was ded ica ted  by H is G race th is  m orn ing  a fte r 
the  P rize-giv ing and w ill be fu lly  occup ied  next year. 
The p repara to ry  schoo l is look ing  lovely a fte r a 
coa t o f pa in t and once  we have organ ised  a new 
park ing  area by the ga te  and grassed the  hockey 
p itch  to  its co rre c t length, the re  is not m uch m ore 
to  w ish fo r in th is  es tab lishm en t, excep t fo r ano the r 
tenn is  court!

Mrs. B row n con tinues  to  deal w ith  p repara to ry  
a ffa irs  m ost success fu lly  and she is v irtua lly  my 
rig h t hand in tha t pa rt o f the schoo l.

The H ill N ursery S choo l con tinues  to  flo u rish  w ith 
long  w a iting  lis ts  up to  1978.

We have tu rned  the p repara to ry  k itchen  in to  a pre­
pa ra to ry  c lassroom  w h ich  w ill take  pup ils  w ho are 
too  old fo r the  N ursery S choo l yet cannot by law 
en te r Sub A s ince  th e ir  b irthdays o ccu r a fte r June. 
This c lass too, has proved very popu la r and is fu ll.

A n tic ip a te d  num bers next year exceed presen t 
num bers by 35. This is a ll very encourag ing  at a 
tim e  when costs  con tin ue  to  sp ira l. There are s till 
many paren ts w ho rea lise  the w orth  of independen t 
education .

I be lieve th a t the independen t schoo ls  can take 
g rea t heart from  the reaction  w h ich  has taken p lace  
in G reat B rita in  to  the la rge com prehens ive  schoo ls . 
There is no d oub t tha t an inev itab le  co ro lla ry  o f our 
new so-ca lled  d iffe re n tia te d  educa tion  w ill be the 
g row th  and size o f our state schoo ls  and pup il en­
ro lm en t in o rd e r to  o ffe r in one schoo l as m any of 
th e  “'d ire c tio n s ” , academ ics, ag ricu ltu ra l, techn ica l, 
and com m erc ia l, as possib le . Th is  w ill mean a 
g row ing  in te res t am ong d isce rn in g  paren ts  in the 
independen t schoo ls  w hose num bers rem ain sm all 
so th a t they are s till ab le  to  educa te  the w ho le  
ch ild .

A t the  S en io r S choo l the Hom e E conom ics Room 
is be ing refu rb ished  and w ill be ready next year. 
The new Hom e E conom ics sy llabus requ ires  m ore 
p ra c tica l w ork in both cook ing  and sew ing and these 
am en ities  are be ing prov ided  to  ensure good p ra c ti­
cal teach ing  in th is  sub ject.

The H ersche l C ounc il is fo reve r gua rd ing  our 
in te res ts  and ca re fu l th o ug h t is be ing g iven to  fu tu re  
deve lopm en t at the S en io r S choo l. A  m aster p lan fo r 
fu tu re  expansion  is be ing evolved w h ich  envisages 
en la rgem ent of the  c lassroom s and im provem ents to 
the  sw im m ing  poo l, be tte r c loakroom  fa c ilit ie s , re ­
o rgan isa tion  of the A rt departm ent, the  bu ild in g  of a 
lec tu re  room  w h ich  w ou ld  a lso accom m oda te  our 
aud iov isua l equ ipm en t. Som e of you m ay know 
th a t overhead p ro je c to rs  and screens have been 
acqu ired  in a ll c lassroom s at the prep, and sen io r 
schoo ls . These teach ing  a ids w ere bough t w ith  the 
m onies co lle c te d  at tha t successfu l and happy fe te 
held by paren ts  e a rlie r th is  year. It w ou ld  be easy

to spend what rem ains of ou r fe te m oney on o ther 
equ ipm en t but we hear som ew hat d isco n ce rtin g  re­
m arks about aud iov isua l equp im en t purchased by 
som e South A frican  schoo ls. It w ou ld  seem th a t in 
many c lassroom s tape  reco rd e r language labo ra ­
to ries  ga the r dust in cupboards. A m a jo r reason fo r 
th is  is tha t the p ro d u c tio n  of aud iov isua l “ ha rd ­
w a re ” , overhead p ro jec to rs , v ideo tape  records, and 
so on, have not been supported  by "s o ft w a re ”  such 
as tapes, transparenc ies , s lides, o f a su ffic ie n tly  
h igh s tandard. To co m p lica te  the s itua tion  we have 
e igh t m ajor educa tion  au tho ritie s  in South A frica  
and each one has its own ideas on ins tru c tio n a l 
techno logy. I th in k  you w ill agree tha t we b ide our 
tim e and spend our m oney w ise ly  on a ids and equ ip ­
m ent tha t w ill be used to  the fu ll fo r the  benefit of 
all.

A lthough  we sta rted  the New Year w ith  no 
changes in staff, a fte r the  firs t te rm  we said good­
bye to Mrs. B eautem ent and to Mrs. M ulle r, our 
v ice -p rin c ip a l. A fte r 20 years at H ersche l th is  m ust 
have been a sad fa rew e ll fo r Mrs. M u lle r as indeed 
it was fo r us. She gave of herse lf u n s tin tin g ly  fo r 
the  good of the  schoo l and we thank he r fo r her 
loya lty  and devo tion  to  H ersche l.

S ince Easter the th ree  heads of houses, Mrs. 
M cC orm ick  (J a g g e r), Mrs. S tockw e ll (R o lt) ,  and 
Mrs. Rauch (M e rrim a n ), have com b ined  a dm in is tra ­
tive  w ork and teach ing  and I th a nk  them  m ost s in ­
ce re ly  fo r  th e ir  he lp  a lw ays given so w illin g ly . It has 
been an experience  fo r us a ll to  m anage w ithou t 
a v ice -p rin c ip a l if on ly  to  d iscove r the m any tasks 
tha t such a post dem ands, and we look fo rw ard  to 
w e lcom ing  Mrs. Anne G riffith s  as v ice -p rinc ipa l next 
year.

In February M iss C aro line  M cLean spent a day 
w ith  us and we w ere able to  show  her what had 
been accom p lished  at H ersche l. On the m orn ing  of 
her v is it the  Reverend Eve co n duc ted  a se rv ice  in 
the d in ing  ha ll d e d ica ting  the new k itchens to the 
m em ory of the la te Edna W ithers (w ho  was secre ­
ta ry at H ersche l in M iss M cLean ’s t im e ). In her 
speech M iss M cLean to ld  the g ir ls  about Mrs. 
W ithe rs  fo r som e g ir ls  p resen t had never m et or 
know n her. Then the s lid in g  doors  of the hatch were 
separated and the new  k itchens  revea led. La ter in 
the  day M iss M cLean handed out the  cups at the 
p repara to ry  schoo l sw im m ing  gala. W e a ll en joyed 
having her w ith  us at H ersche l.

In th is  repo rt I have om itted  m uch tha t has been 
ach ieved fo r th is  has been a busy year w ith  a w ide  
va rie ty  of ac tiv ity  in a ll spheres. It con tinues  to  be a 
p leasure  and d e lig h t to  be assoc ia ted  w ith  Her­
sche l and I thank you a ll, g irls , parents, my staff, 
teach ing , o ffice  and in the board ing-house, fo r 
you r warm  support at a ll tim es.

Ladies and gentlem en, I thank you.

Ad Dei G loriam .
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The serv ice  was conduc ted  by H is G race, the Very 
Reverend Robert Selby Taylor, Lord A rchb ishop  of 
Cape Town.

The address was g iven by the Rev. Canon Ian 
Eve, w ho cha llenged  us to  recogn ise  a passage 
w h ich  he quo ted : “ k.1, p.1, p.s.s.o., s low  down, turn 
the corner, cast o ff.”  He announced tha t it was a 
kn itting  pattern , and added tha t if h is w ife  s tuck  to  
ins truc tions, she usua lly  a tta ined  a c lose  approx im a­
tion  to  the illu s tra tion  on the pa ttern  cover. He h im ­
se lf had kn itted  on ly  one garm ent, in p ink, th ree 
inches w ide, and at least 11 fee t long. H is m other 
had had to  put in a g rea t deal o f tim e  on it. A je rsey  
kn itted  fo r him  by a nears igh ted  friend  w ou ld  not go 
over his head, and the  arm s reached to  his knees. 
Ho envied those w ho cou ld  judge  size m ere ly by 
looking  at you, and then  p roduce  a garm ent tha t 
fits  perfec tly . These fo rtuna te  people  can kn it “ by 
e a r" , as it were.

Each one of us rea lly  needs a pa ttern  by w h ich  
she can live. Canon Eve said tha t he was a fra id  of 
a horse, so when he was on a horse, he sat very 
s till, and gave the horse its head t i l l  it was tim e to 
d ism oun t. The horse went w herever it w ished. Some 
peop le 's  lives are like  that, a im less and d ire c tio n ­
less. Som e peop le  lead active  but equa lly  a im less 
lives. They are the kn itte rs  w ho kn it feve rish ly  and

w ith o u t th o ug h t or p lan, t i l l  the  needles drop.
Som e peop le  fo llo w  the w rong  pa ttern ; they are 

driven by am b ition  and des ire  success and riches. 
Y e t when they ach ieve success and riches, they are 
not sa tis fied ; they w an t m ore a ll the  tim e. Some 
m odel th e ir lives on those of o thers. S ooner o r la te r 
they su ffe r d is illu s io n m en t, fo r ido ls  have fee t of 
clay. Som e have no de fin ite  pattern , but dec ide  to 
try  to be sym pathe tic  and kind. This is a d iff ic u lt 
course  to  fo llow , and is not rea lly  a pa ttern  to  live 
by.

H ersche l is try ing  to  teach its pup ils  not on ly  
M athem atics, H is to ry  o r Languages, but to  kn it the ir 
lives in to  a w o rthw h ile  pa ttern  tha t w ill fo rm  a 
m ature  and p leasing  w hole. The S choo l was created 
not on ly  to  prepare  its pup ils  to  pass exam ina tions 
but to  fo rm  fine  m em bers of soc ie ty , m ora lly  and 
soc ia lly , as w e ll as academ ica lly .

As its base, the schoo l has the fines t pa ttern  of 
a ll, Jesus C hrist. He is the pa ttern  com p le te ly  sa tis ­
fy ing to  fo llow . His pattern , con ta ined  in the G ospel, 
leaps out of the page at you. It is a liv ing , v ita l pat­
te rn  w h ich  ins truc ts  us how to  p roduce , th rough  
Jesus C hris t, a pe rfec t garm ent of righteousness.

O ur ind iv idua l lives and the life  of the schoo l may 
be fash ioned on Him, the pe rfec t pa ttern  and the 
founta in  of a ll w isdom .

Mrs. Mary Muller
At the end of the firs t te rm  the schoo l sa id good­

bye to Mrs. M ary M ulle r, who had taugh t A rt at 
H ersche l fo r 20 years, pu tting  fou r se n io r school 
genera tions  th rough  th e ir  paces. An a rtis t in her 
own right, m any w ill rem em ber her fo r her g ift fo r 
po rtra itu re , and perhaps now  tha t she has tim e  to 
herself, we may see m ore of th is  w ork? Or perhaps 
she w ill tu rn  to  her o the r love— w ritin g , fo r  du ring  
these busy years of invo lvem ent in Herschel a c tiv i­
ties, teach ing , des ign ing  costum es and sets fo r 
plays, ra is ing  funds fo r cha rity , and in sp ite  of her 
dom estic  com m itm ents, he lp ing  her husband w ith  
his D iep R iver farm , b ring in g  up her ch ild ren , she 
has had s to ries  and a rtic le s  pub lished.

For many, Mrs. M u lle r m eans M errim an, and la t­

te rly  she was V ice -P rinc ipa l as w e ll as Housem is- 
tress of M errim an. In these  capac ities , as w e ll as 
th rough  her teach ing , her re lig io us  fa ith  and her 
concern  fo r the underdog  had a deep in fluence  on 
the schoo l. She instiga ted  M errim an ’s invo lvem ent 
in St. M ich ae l’s Hom e and perpe tua ted  the  Ruby 
P orte r League.

We w ere not su rp rised  to hear tha t a fte r th ree  
m onths w e ll deserved leave she is once m ore co n ­
ce rned  w ith  the ca re  of o thers, and is w o rk ing  at a 
hom e for teenagers  in troub le , under the  ausp ices 
of St. Jo h n ’s C hurch, W ynberg.

As she is based so  near, we hope she w ill co n ­
tinue  to be a frequen t v is ito r at H ersche l.

Ascension Day, 23rd May, 1974
The evening A scension  Day se rv ice  w h ich  was 

b roadcast on tha A Program m e of the S.A.B.C. was 
conducted  by the Rev. Canon J. H. H odgson. A ll 
the s ing ing  w as done by the H ersche l ch o ir who

acqu itted  them se lves w ith  th e ir  usual sk ill and d is ­

tin c tio n . Indeed, the s ing ing  was ou ts tand ing  c lear 
and sweet.
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BLESSING OF THE “ EDNA W ITHERS" KITCHEN

Left to  righ t: G illian  A ustin , V ic to ria  Hau, Dr. B. I. S ilbe rbauer, M iss C. M cLean, Rev. I. Eve, E lizabeth Jeffery,
M iss J. Way, Mrs. M. M uller.

The Blessing of the Edna Withers Kitchen, 
29th March 1974

C anon I. Eve p res ided  at a s im p le  cerem ony of 
b less ing  the new k itchen  and M iss M cLean, w ho 
w as on a v is it to  C ape Town at the  end of M arch, 
o ffic ia lly  opened it.

M iss M cLean gave us an in fo rm a l address. She 
had many viv id  m em ories of Mrs. W ithers to  im part, 
and she rem inded us a ll o f the  20 years loyal and 
devoted se rv ice  th a t Mrs. W ithers had g iven to  the

* * 

Staff
S enior: Mrs. Coles.

P repara to ry: Mrs. J. M ordeca i, Mrs. M. Davies, 
Mrs. D. Ayerst.

Staff who have left
Senior: M rs. M ary M u lle r (V ice -P rin c ip a l) , Mrs. V. 

Beautem ent.

schoo l and to so m any genera tions  of its pup ils .

The p laque above the k itchen, bearing  her name, 
com m em ora tes in a m ost p ra c tica l way Mrs. W ith e rs ’ 
co n trib u tio n  to  the schoo l, and keeps her m em ory 
green.

M iss M cLean opened the screen  and the sp lend id  
new k itchen  was revealed.

* *

News
S en io r House S taff: Mrs. A. M. Nezar (head  of 

boa rd ing  house); Mrs. B. W alker, Mrs. D ouglas 
W alker (M a tro n ).

O ffice: Mrs. M. Hartm an.

S en io r House Staff: Mrs. Bond-Sm ith. 
O ffice: Mrs. E. Taylor.
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School Officers 1974
Head of Schoo l: G illian  Austin .

Jagger: E. Je ffe ry  (H ead of H ouse), E. A itch ison , 
P. Thom .

M errim an: V. Hau (Head of H ouse), S. Bosma, S. 
B row n lie , S. Knight, G. Pettigrew .

Rolt: S. D ow d le  (H ead of H ouse), D. Beukes, S. 
Fuller, L. Loggie.

Head of B oard ing  House: G ail Pettig rew .

B oard ing  House Prefects: J. Napier, J. P u ls iord , 
B. W ard-Able.

Sub-Prefects: B. G ordon-B agnail, P. Harris, G. 
Parkin, F. Parry, C. Robinson.

G illian  A ustin , Head G irl.

PREFECTS AND SUB PREFECTS
Back Row: D orothy Beukes, P h ilippa  Harris, C lem m ie Robinson, Barbara G ordon-B agnall.
S tand ing : E lizabeth  A itch ison , P a tric ia  Thom , Susan B row nlie , Susan Fuller, Sharon Bosma, L indsay Loggie. 
Seated: Sara Knight, E lizabeth Jeffery, G illian  A ustin  (H ead P re fe c t), Dr. B. I. S ilbe rbauer, V ic to ria  Hau, 

Susan D ow dle, G ail Pettigrew .
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Avete
Sub A: L u c illa  A lves, L indsay Ayerst, A lison 

B are ite r, E lizabeth  Barre tt, C lare  B iebuyck, C atherine 
B rim er, N ico la  Caine, C la ire  C arrie , C aro line  C h ris ­
tie , N ico la  C lark, K im  C ope land, A le ta  Cruse, Anthea 
D auncey, W ille m ijn  de C le rcq , C am illa  du Preez, 
C atherine  Foster, M egan G aw ith, Sam antha Groves, 
Joanna G rowse, M aryke H onig, K irsten H utch inson, 
Jus tine  Jo lliffe , Vanessa Jones, F rancesca Knight, 
Ing rid  Louw, M aria Louw, Daryl Louw, B ronw en 
M cG illiv ray , B enn ita  O swell, Jean ine  Pepler, M arsa ili 
Ross, S handra Rossouw, Ton ia  van de r Spuy, Sharon 
W erner, Je n n ife r Young-Thom pson.

Sub B: L inda Bouw er, D an ie lle  de C le rcq , C hris ­
tin a  H utch inson, N ico le  Ih le, Ana M aria  Jackson, 
B ritton  K n igh t, P ippa Lever, M argare t M alherbe, 
G eorg ina  Rebane, K a therine  Webb.

Std. 1: Jann Bouwer, Jeanette  C rocker, Feyna de 
C le rcq , M aria  de Pao, B ronw en G eldenhuys, Karen 
H u tch inson , Pene lope Jo lliffe , B onn ie  Laity, M iche lle  
Sm ith.

Std. II: G illia n  Basson, Tessa G awith, N ico la  Stege- 
man, W endy W ilson.

Std. Ill: A shley Chapm an, K a tharine  Eve, K atherine 
Ince, Karen Kearney, K a trina  Lew is, G illian  M acken­
zie, Louise M orrissey, Karyn Tureki.

Std. IV: Laura de Rooy, Susan Eve, Kim  Gray, 
V ic to ria  Huxter, M orna Lawson, F iona Lloyd, Jean 
M oodie, C h ris tina  R ideout, Dana Sm iedt.

Std. V: Susan B uckland , Deborah C ham berlin , 
B e linda  Couzens, R osalind E nglish , Sandra N icho l, 
Deborah P artridge , N ico la  Stephen, N ico la  W aters.

Std. VI: K athe rine  Batho, Jane Coom be, Karen 
C order, C e leste  C ornfo rth , Jacq u e lin e  Couzens, 
E rica  G aw ith, M ary-Lynne G rant, M on ique  Herweg, 
Helen M ackay, Helen M axw ell, D iane M eintjies, 
E lizabeth M eynell, Lisa Nel, Lycette  O rlin , C harlo tte  
Peder, N ico le tte  S chm id t, C eredw in Thom sen, Jane 
W hittingda le .

Std. VII: Elizabeth  Basset, C aro lyn  Chapm an, Eve­
lyn de Rooy, Susan Fine, C la re  G aw ith, Am anda 
Lloyd, V iv ienne  M alherbe, Luc inda  Q uinan, A n to in e t­
te S lingsby, M anda Sm iedt, Am anda Thackeray, 
P a tric ia  Tyler, Lou-Anne W rentm ore, M arion 
W om ersley.

Std. VIH: S ally  A llen , M iranda C row ther, D om i­
n ique  D unckley, Helen Enthoven, M argo M arais, 
Ruth Pepler, Em ily Schne ider-W aterberg , lisa  Schnei- 
der-W aterberg, Kim S ho rrcck , She lley Sm iedt, Lesley 
Stubbs, C orinne  W illoughby.

Std. IX: Luc inda  Beer, A lexandra  Sym m onds.
Std. X: Jacq u e lin e  Wade.

Valete
Std. X: She lley  A dderley, E lizabeth  A itch ison , G il­

lian A ustin , D orothy Beukes, Sharon Bosm a, Susan 
B row n lie , D esiree C athcart-Jam es, Susan Dowdle, 
Susan Fu lle r, Barbara  G ordon-B agnall, P h ilippa  
H arris, V ic to r ia  Hau, E lizabeth  Jeffery, Beverley Jos- 
lin , Gayle Jooste, Sara Kn ight, A lid a  Labia, Susan 
le Roux, L indsay Loggie, Dael M eatchem , Jean 
N apier, Ju lia  Paley, G aile  Parkin , F rancis  Parry, 
Robin Pero ld , G ail P ettig rew , Joanne Pu ls io rd , 
C lem entine  R obinson, Anne-M arie  S errits lev, Lynn 
S lingsby, Isabel Sm it, P a tric ia  Thom , Jacque line  
W ade, Barbara  W ard-Able , A ndrea  W illiam s.

Others: Fiona Ayerst, L indsay Ayerst, E lizabeth

Barre tt, Joce lyn  B arre tt, C arolyn  Beer, L isa Beer, 
A lexandra  B onthron , C a triona  B onth ron , Fiona Bon- 
thron, V e rity  Bosm an, C atherine  B rim er, G lendyr 
Browne, G enevieve Fa irb ro the r, Joanne G arner, 
L iliane  G iot, Nata lie  G iot, Karen H irshon, Rhonda 
Johnstone, Vanessa Jones, Penelope K night, M ichele  
Kram er, Susan L loyd-R oberts, Terry L loyd-Roberts, 
Paula M ajor, T racey M ajor, Helen M ukhe iber, Ju lie  
Petterson, Susan Petterson, G ab rie lla  Plum, M argar- 
e tha Plum , Suzanne Plum , Jane Pope, C h ris tina  Pul- 
verm acher, Vanessa Rakin, B rig itte  Sm ith, Karen 
Sm ith, Sandra  Sparks, N ico la  Stephen, Jan ice  W al­
ters, Kate W ebb, M iche le  Yosh, C aro line  Young, 
J u lia  Young.

Confirmations
On 16 O ctober, 1974 the fo llo w in g  g ir ls  w ere co n ­

firm ed at St. S av iou r’s by H is G race the m ost Rever­
end Lord  A rch b ish o p  o f Cape Tow n, B ill Burnett:

S a lly  A llen , Jean Bergh, Rachel B row ne, C arolyn 
C hapm an, M iranda C row the r, H ila ry Day, C hloe 
Fouche, A lexandra  Gant, Sharron G ird, S he ila  H ack­

ing, Susan Harris, M argare t H igg ins, M arilyn  Knud- 
sen, Je n n ife r Louw, Karin Louw, M argo M arais, 
C aro line  Parker, Ruth Pepler, Kate P h ilip , G ab rie lla  
P lum, Suzanne Plum, Luc inda  Quinan, B ridge t San- 
de ll, M ary-Anne S lingsby, Jane S tubbs, L inda  Swane- 
poel, Je n n ife r Torr, M iche lle  van de r B ijl, C ora lie  
Wale.
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Mrs. K. A nderson and Mr. D. Jooste  have donated 
p lants, bu lbs, trees and shrubs to  beautify  the 
S chool gardens. We are g ra te fu l to  have once m ore 
received g ifts  of fresh fru it from  ou r fa rm ing  parents.

The 1973 M atricu la tion  c lass donated the sum of 
R200 tow ards the bu ild ing  of fro n t gateposts. Plans 
fo r these posts have been passed and we hope to 
s ta rt bu ild in g  soon.

1974 has been a very busy year fo r fund ra is ing. 
A m ost successfu l S choo l fe te  was held early  in the 
year at w h ich  R7 000 was raised. We do thank the 
fe te  convenors Mrs. J. te  W ater Naude and Mrs. T. 
Robins fo r th e ir hard w ork  and e xce lle n t o rgan isa ­
tion . The m oney has been invested to  buy aud io ­
v isual equ ipm en t fo r the S choo l. So fa r 17 overhead

p ro je c to rs  w ith  screens have been bought and are 
very useful ad ju n c ts  to  teach ing  at bo th  the  p repara­
to ry  and sen io r schoo ls.

The p roceeds of R600 m ade at the G ala Evening 
of “ Q uality  S tre e t”  o rgan ised  by Mrs. F. S co tt w ill 
be used by Mrs. Saffery fo r fu tu re  schoo l p roduc tions  
and stage ligh ts.

Mrs. N eville  Louw and her he lpe rs  have once 
more had a m ost successfu l year w ith  the  second­
hand c lo thes  shop. Mrs. Louw  has handed the 
Schoo l a cheque fo r R600 to be set aside fo r som e­
th ing  the S choo l needs! We do thank  you m ost 
s ince re ly  fo r a ll the  hard w ork  you have put in to  
the  o rgan isa tion  of th is  m ost useful se rv ice  to  the 
School.

Matriculation Examination Results 1973
(M ) by the nam e denotes exem ption  from  M at­

ricu la tion .

Class I:
(M ) A. Adam s
(M ) B. B orton  (D is tin c tio n  in M a ths).
(M ) M. du T o it (D is tin c tio n  in E ng lish )
(M ) G. M akepeace (D is tin c tio n s  in Eng lish  and 

B io lo g y ).
(M ) F. M cLach lan  (D is tin c tio n  in F re n ch ).
(M ) M. M inogue
(M ) C, M urray (D is tin c tio n  in B io lo g y ).
(M ) M. Newell (D is tin c tio n s  in B io logy and Physi­

ca l S c ie n ce ).

Class II:
(M ) L. B ra iley 

S. B rim b le .
(M ) P. B row n lie  
(M ) K. C aradoc-D avies

A.
(M ) C. 
(M ) S. 
(M ) J. 
(M ) J. 

L. 
E.

(M ) D. 
(M ) D. 

J.
(M ) L. 
(M ) L. 
(M ) G. 
(M ) S. 
(M ) S.

C arlos
C roudaca
C unningham
D ouglas
Hearn
Joslin
Lacey
L indbergh
Longm ore
Sharp
S torch-N ie lsen  
T o rr 
T urne r 
van Lennep 
W estcott.

Class III:
G. Hardy 
G. S co tt-K n igh t 
G .T h o m

Taalbondeksamen 1973
Hoër A frikaanse  Taaleksam en: Pass— 23 (4 0 % - Laer A frikaanse  Taa leksam en: Pass— 29 (4 0 % -

5 9 % ) . 5 9 % ) .

The Associated Board of the Royal School of Music
P ractica l Exam inations:

Grade I: G. B row ne (M e r it) ,  M. F ilm er (M e r it) , 
C. S tern.

Grade II: J. Breen, R. E ng lish , L. G io t, F. M cLen­
nan, C. M oll.

Grade III: J. A nderson , P. Le ighton-D avies, A. 
M ath ieson, A. M etca lfe  (M e r it) .

Grade IV: J. Bergh, G. Browne, S. H arris  (M e r it) ,  
A. Raath, R. Sm ith.

Grade V: D. D ouglas-H am ilton, G. Rauch, K. H onig, 
R. Pero ld (G enera l M us ic iansh ip ) (M e r it) .

Grade VI: G. Anderson , S. W ard-Able.

Grade VII: S. Anderson.
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Charity Fund
The g ir ls  have donated  m ost generous ly  to  ch a ri­

tie s  run by the th ree  Houses du ring  the year and the 
fo llo w in g  ch a ritie s  have benefited  from  these c o lle c ­
tions:

Pen insu la  S chool Feeding A ssoc ia tion
H onour Park No. 8 P rim ary Schoo l
Nyanga W elfare
Q uaker Fund
Tanda C reche
Done C rêche

M anenberg C reche 
Anim al W elfare 
S.A. C ounc il fo r Aged 
Cape M enta l H ealth
N on-European C h ild re n ’s H o liday Camp
Bantu S cho la rs  Fund
G rey Ladies
St. G eorge 's  O rphanage
Jane t B o u rh ill Institu te
N ationa l W ar M em oria l Fund

Ruby Porter League
There were co lle c tio n s  taken  in fo r the  Ruby P orte r League.

The Guild of Speech and Drama Teachers' Examinations
Preparatory Grade: M. S m ith  (M e r it) ,  A. Robins 

(H o n o u rs ).
Junior Grade A: C. Stern (M e r it) ,  C. M oni (M e r it) . 
Junior Grade B: C. van de r M erwe, G. Hart, K. 

T rip p  (M e r it) ,  S. H am m ond (M e r it) ,  M. Jooste  
(M e r it) ,  A. de V illie rs  (H o n o u rs ).

Junior Grade C: E. Frost, L. C luver, A. S co tt 
(M e r it) ,  B. B rockm an (M e r it) ,  S. Fairhead (M e r it) ,  
J. Johnson (H o n o u rs ).

Junior Grade D: H. Turner, T. H onig, A. van de r 
M erwe, S. S parks (M e r it) , L. M urdock (M e r it) ,  V. 
Rakin (M e r it) ,  S. Petterson (H o n o u rs ), P. Le ighton- 
Davies (H o n o u rs ), C. M aud (H o n o u rs ), J. W om ers- 
ley (H o no u rs ).

Senior I: S. M ills , G. F ra te r (M e r it) ,  S. M annion 
(M e r it) .

Senior II: I. M odlin  (M e r it) ,  L. W a lke r (H o n o u rs ).

Navy League Essay Competition
F irst prize: E rica  G raham  (S tandard  8 ).

United Building Society Award for Prose Published in 
“ Dialogue"

This prize  w as aw arded to  Ju lia  Paley (S tandard  10) of Herschel.

Dates for 1975
1st Term : W ednesday, January  15th— Thursday, 3rd Term : Tuesday, Ju ly  15th— Thursday, Septem -

M arch 20th. ber 25th.
2nd Term : Tuesday. A p ril 8 th— Thursday, June  4th Term : Tuesday, O ctober 7 th— Tuesday, Dec-

19th em ber 9th.
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1974 has been a p a rticu la rly  successfu l year fo r 
the c lub . We have been extrem ely fo rtuna te  in the 
ca lib re , va rie ty  and num ber of speakers w ho have 
v is ited  us— indeed too  many to m ention in th is  short 
report.

The year started w e ll w ith  th ree  fasc ina ting  ta lks, 
by Dr. M artin  W est, an a n th ropo log is t, Mr. S im pson, 
a le c tu re r in jo u rn a lism  at Rhodes U niversity, and 
Mr. van L ich tenve ld  w ho illu s tra ted  his ta lk  on 
Europe w ith  beautifu l s lides.

P a rticu la rly  in te res ting  to  those  a rcheo log ica lly - 
m inded am ong us was Dr. P a rk in g ton ’s accoun t of 
his various “ d ig s ” , w h ich  he too  illu s tra ted  w ith  
slides.

The C lub was g lad to w e lcom e Shan Adam s, re­
cen tly  re turned from  New Zealand, w ho to ld  us all 
about the  coun try  and her experiences the re  as a 
Rotary Exchange Scholar.

Mrs. Thom pson, ou r Latin  teacher, gave us an in ­
te resting  ta lk  in M arch on the P rincesses Royal, 
and ou r A rt m istress, M iss Brow n gave a lec tu re  on 
Rem brandt, beau tifu lly  illu s tra ted  w ith  s lides.

Yet ano the r m em ber of the staff, Mrs. M cC orm ick 
held us a ll en th ra lled  by her lec tu re  on the B rontë  
fam ily. For an hour or so w e w ere transpo rted  to

Speech and Drama
The h ig h lig h t of th is  year has been the p roduc tion  

of “ Q uality  S tre e t”  by Jam es B arrie , p resented by 
a cast d raw n from  S tandards 6 to  9, and w ith  “ guest

H ow arth R ectory and the w ild  Y orksh ire  m oorlands 
w h ich  so in fluenced  the B rontë  s is te rs ’ w ritings.

In May Mr. Shavoon to ld  us a ll about Persian ca r­
pets, and in August, Mr. B a ldw in  cam e to  exp la in  
to  us how  a ccoun tancy  is w ide  open as a ca ree r fo r 
w om en.

The w ardrobe-m is tress of the  L ittle  Theatre, Mrs. 
Helen Rooza was ou r guest in Septem ber. We 
learned  of a ll the in tricac ies  of s ty le , co lo u r and 
p ropo rtions  w h ich  go in to  the p lann ing  of theatre  
costum es.

One of the year's  m ost successfu l m eetings was 
held when Mr. Day, fo rm er a d m in is tra to r of T ris tan  
da Cunha, cam e to  te ll us about the is land. His 
love ly s lides illu s tra ted  w e ll the ch a rac te r o f the 
land and its people.

Thus ended a very happy and en ligh ten ing  year 
fo r o u r C lub. A big thank you to  Mrs. M cC orm ick , 
not on ly  fo r my pe rsona lly  favourite  lec tu re  on the 
B rontës, but fo r  her en thusiasm  and o rig in a lity  in 
find ing  th is  ex trem e ly  w ide range of speakers. We 
app rec ia te  very m uch, too, the  in te rest d isp layed  
by Dr. S ilbe rb a u e r and the  Staff, busy people  though 
they are, in a ttend ing  so many of the lectu res.

C am illa  W hite  (S e c re ta ry ).

a rtis ts "  from  B ishops. I fe lt ex trem e ly  proud of them  
a ll— from  the th ree  leads, C am illa , Barbara and 
M ichae l, down to the S tandard Sixes, w ho were

Ensign B lades: “ Do you th in k  he was qu izz ing  me, M a’am ?’



16 THE HERSCHELIAN

de lig h tfu l.
M any m em bers of S ta ff gave th e ir  tim e and sk ill 

to  help c rea te  the  spec ia l e ffec ts  needed. We had 
the expert he lp of Helen Rooza (p lu s  the resources 
of the “ L ittle  T he a tre " w a rd ro b e ) to  ensure the 
a u the n tic ity  and charm  of the costum es, w h ich  were 
hand led  w ith  superb  e ffic ie n cy  by B ern ice  M alle t. 
Boys from  B ishops w ere in charge  of the  ligh ting  
and H arold S co tt gave his tim e, equ ipm en t and 
a rtis try  to  p rov ide  th a t a tm osphere  and mood that 
can be c rea ted  on ly  by the rig h t m usic  at the r igh t 
vo lum e and at the rig h t tim e!

My jo b  as p ro duce r was m ade im m easurab ly 
easie r by the m agn ificen t "b a c k -s ta g e ”  team , headed 
by Mrs. Rauch, and by the many people  w ho con ­
tr ibu te d  to  the success of the p roduc tion . They in­
c luded  Mrs. M cC orm ick, Mrs. M ordeca i, Mrs. Scott, 
Mrs. Neser, Mrs. A ckerm an, M iss Kable, M iss Way 
and Mr. Rigby, w ho m anaged to  find  tim e  in his 
busy day fo r m u ltitu d in o u s  jo b  tha t on ly he cou ld  do.

To p roduce  a fu ll- le ng th  p lay in a busy, crow ded

“ You are like  an English coun try  ga rden .”

e s tab lishm en t such as H ersche l, needs a g rea t deal 
o f to le ra n ce  and unders tand ing  on the part o f many 
people  not ac tua lly  involved in the p roduc tion , and 
I fee l tha t m any of those  w hose nam es I have men­
tioned  m ade a co n trib u tio n  w h ich  was la rge ly  re­
spons ib le  fo r the overa ll success of the  venture. As 
in the  end everyth ing stem s from  leadersh ip . My 
fina l w ord of thanks fo r her un fa iling  support goes 
to Dr. S ilbe rbauer.

In the P repara to ry  Schoo l, C reative  Drama flo u r­
ishes and I w e lcom e the help of Joyce  M ordeca i, 
who has taken over tw o of the c lasses and is a lso 
g iv ing private  lessons and S en io r Drama C lasses.

The ch ild ren  o f S tandards 4 and 5 p roduced  the ir 
own p lays w ith  g rea t success before  the Ju ly  h o li­
days and pe rfo rm ed  them  to  the rest o f the  schoo l. 
This ach ievem ent showed an inventiveness and self- 
d is c ip lin e  w h ich  was adm irab le .

One funny happen ing ! S tandard 2 be lieves in the 
Shakespearean adage tha t ac ting  shou ld  “ ho ld  a 
m irro r up to  N a tu re ” . They in fo rm ed me th a t they 
had im provised  a p lay ca lled  “ The C o c k ta il” . (M uch 
m ore su c c in c t than “ The C ock ta il Party”, w hich , 
a fte r a ll, has been done b e fo re !) A bandon ing  the 
lesson I had p lanned, I to ld  them  to perform  the ir 
play. Before my respectfu l and fasc ina ted  eyes they 
p resented the  co rd ia l, g rac ious  host and hostess, 
the cha rm ing , chatty , fr ien d ly  guests, the w e ll-tra ined  
servants, the w ell-behaved pyjam aed ch ild ren  in the 
care  o f the  Nanny, rem a in ing  po lite ly  in the back­
ground unless spoken to  by a k ind ly  guest. It was a ll 
there, and I th in k  th e ir  paren ts  w ou ld  have enjoyed 
the re fle c tio n s  of them se lves th a t appeared in that 
m irro r!

The resu lts  of the  Speech E xam ina tions th is  year 
w ere very sa tis fac to ry . In th e ir  respective  grades 
(ran g in g  from  S tandard  1 to  S tandard 8) pass 
m arks were ga ined by C ecile  van der M erwe, G eor­
g ina  Hart, E lizabeth  Frost, H eather Turner, Tan ja  
H onig, A n ina  van der M erwe, S helley M ills . A M erit 
m ark was ga ined by C la ire  S tern, C laud ia  Moni, 
K atherine T ripp , Susan H am m ond, M ary Jooste, 
A m anda S cott, Sandra Sparks, Lou ise M urdock, 
Vanessa Rakin, G eorg ina  Frater, S iobhan M annion, 
Irene M od lin .
H onours (8 5 %  and o ve r):

Jane Johnson, Susan Petterson, P h ilippa  Leighton- 
Davies, C e lia  M aud, Ju lie tte  W om ersley, Lucy W alker.

M argare t Saffery.

Music Club Report
C hairm an: M iss Sweet.
Secre tary: E lizabeth  A itch ison .

Last year it was dec ided  to  fo rm  a M usic C lub 
fo r those  w ho app rec ia te  C lass ica l M usic and w ould  
e n joy  m usica l so irees. The soc ie ty  is s till in th e  very 
ea rly  stage and we have had on ly  one m eeting. 
Th is  was held one even ing d u ring  the second term  
in M iss S w eet's  M usic room  w h ich  had been en­
larged and equ ipped  to  enab le  such m eetings to  
take  p lace. We were im m ed ia te ly  encouraged  be­
cause a ttendance  w as good and the re  were severa l 
paren ts present too. Mr. Hans K ram er played us a

se lec tion  of records. He p lanned h is p resenta tion  
acco rd in g  to  the M us ic ia n ’s D iary and his p ro ­
gram m e covered voca l, o rchestra l, and ope ra tic  
music.

We have high hopes fo r fu tu re  m eetings w h ich  we 
hope w ill becom e m ore p len tifu l, and perhaps some 
ta len ted  m usic ians w ill com e and dem onstra te  th e ir 
art fo r our benefit. I am co n fid en t tha t th is  socie ty  
w ill develop, and increase  in m em bersh ip ; it shows 
p rom ise  of be ing very successfu l.

E lizabeth  A itch ison .
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CHOIR

Back Row: Rosem ary W ebber, M argo t M cLach lan , B ridge t Tw entym an-Jones, Suzette Anderson ,
E lizabeth A itch ison .

T h ird  Row: F iona Lawson, Sharon Bosma, G ail P e ttig rew , Susan Fuller, P a tric ia  Thom , M iche le  van de r B ijl.

S tand ing: Jeane-Andre Pelt, A strid  W inberg, She lley Bell. Susan B row nlie , M argare t Adam , Jud ith  W ilson,
Jane Bettison, Susan Batho.

Seated: Pam ela King, L isa Nel, Robin Pero ld, Susan D ow dle, Sara Knight, Sharon G ird, Susan W ard-Able,
Vanessa G eldenhuys.

Choir Report

This year the ch o ir has taken  part in a varie ty  of 
events, both ligh t-hearted  and serious. The h igh lig h t 
of the  firs t te rm  was the Founder's  Day Service 
w hich was held at St. S av iou r’s C hurch, C larem ont.

An event w h ich  was en joyed by a ll the g irls , was 
“ The M ika do ” . Th is  ope re tta  was p resented by 
Schoo l House D iocesan C ollege, and the H ersche l 
cho ir, w h ile  th ree  m em bers of the ch o ir w ere so lo ­
ists. Yum Yum, the fem a le  lead was played by Sara 
K n igh t w h ile  her tw o s is te rs  w ere played by Susan 
Dow dle  and S helley Bell.

In the second term , the H ersche l C hoir, com bined

w ith  the ch o irs  of Sans S ouci, M onterey, S.A.C.S. 
and G reenfie ld , to  s ing in an in te resting  m orn ing 
serv ice  w h ich  was b roadcast on the w ire less. Each 
schoo l sang an anthem  o r a psalm , in tro d u c in g  the 
p ieces they chose and read ing  the lessons.

T hroughou t the year, the  ch o ir  has sung at the 
w edd ings of many fo rm er H ersche l g ir ls , and there  
are s till a few  m ore events to  take p lace  inc lud ing  
the caro l se rv ice  to  be held at the  end of the last 
term .

Sara Knight.
Susan Dowdle.



“ B e rg ie ” . C lean up.

1974 Mountain Club Report
A lthough  we have had ra the r a w et 1974 we have 

e n thu s ia s tica lly  undertaken  severa l excu rs ions 
th ro u g h o u t the  course  o f the year.

W alks have inc luded  a v is it to  the Ka lk Bay caves, 
w here w e w en t on a “ c lean  u p ”  cam pa ign  and c o l­
lec ted  bags of rubb ish .

We w ent on a m orn ing  w a lk  up L ions Head w here 
we found the  cha ins a novelty.

O ur m ost recen t w a lk  was up Kasteels Poort and a 
s lide  down S ke le ton  G orge— m ost en joyab le .

O ur thanks no t on ly  go to  M iss Kable, but a lso  to 
Mr. and M rs. M ustart w ho m any a-tim e led us on 
ou r ou tings.

J. W ilson.
S. S m ith-C handler.

O ther P eop le ’s “ P adkos” .

M isty Heights.

T ak ing  a breather.
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Historical Society Report
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C hairm an: Mrs. S tockw e ll.
C om m ittee: Sara Knight, E lizabeth  A itch ison , E liza­

beth Jeffery.

Th is  socie ty , s ta rted  at the end of 1973, has so 
fa r been active  and successfu l. We have had a 
num ber of very in te res ting  speakers to  address us. 
A t ou r firs t m eeting th is  year Mr. P ark ing ton , an 
a rchae logy le c tu re r from  U.C.T. gave an illus tra ted  
ta lk  on his a rchae lo g ica l exped ition  in the W estern 
Cape. Next, Mrs. Davidson spoke to us about the 
B ib le  as h is to ry. I th in k  tha t the  m a jo rity  of us had 
not rea lised  how  in te resting  such a to p ic  cou ld  be. 
Mrs. Thom pson was ou r next speaker and her sub­
je c t was the P rincesses Royal, on w h ich  she ap­
pears to  be m ost know ledgeab le , and very in te rest­
ing. Tw o m eetings were held in the  second term . At 
the firs t Mrs. W ebb addressed us on Socia l H istory. 
The second m eeting  was ra the r unusual, but we 
w ere in trigued : Mr. Shavoon ta lked  to  us about the

The M .I.X. Report for 1974
Committee:
Leader: M iss Brown.
C hairm an: Jean Napier.
Secre tary: S he ila  H acking.
M em bers: Pam ela K ing, Helen S tubb ings, Karen 

W essels.

1974 fo r M.I.X. (M ovem ent in C h r is t), our S c r ip ­
tu re  U nion, has been a fru itfu l year a lthough  a little  
haphazard. The m em bersh ip  has increased du ring  
the past year, and the re  is a fa ir ly  sm all, but regu­
lar, a ttendance  at ou r w eek ly  B ib le  S tud ies in the 
S choo l Chapel.

A t the beg inn ing  of the year, we w ere fo rced  to 
hold evening m eetings once  or tw ice  a term , if we 
were to  have any m ain m eetings at all, ow ing  to

h is to ry  of Persian carpe ts. He b rough t w ith  him 
severa l o f his beautifu l rugs and I noted, p a rticu la r ly  
am ong the staff, som e very envious eyes passing 
over them .

In the th ird  term , Mrs. D aphne W ilson  was spea­
ker at both m eetings a lthough she spoke  on tw o 
e n tire ly  d iffe re n t sub jects . The firs t was a ta lk  on 
the O rgan isa tion  of an E lec tion  C am paign and the 
second, an illu s tra ted  ta lk  on he r recen t v is it to  
M oscow, A m erica  and G eorg ia . We w ere amused 
to see num erous b rida l coup les  ( in  th e ir b rida l a t­
t ire )  w a lk ing  around the  c ity  of M oscow , v iew ing  its 
m arvels. A lto g e th e r th is  soc ie ty  has proved to  be 
rew ard ing  to  a ll w ho  are in terested. My specia l 
thanks go to  Mrs. S tockw e ll w ho goes to  a trem en ­
dous am ount of tro u b le  to  find  su itab le  speakers. 
She ce rta in ly  has succeeded  in th is  d if f ic u lt  task!

E lizabeth  A itch ison .

the sho rten ing  of lunch-break, w h ich  had p rev iously  
been the appoin ted  tim e.

The m eetings w ere fa ir ly  successfu l, but m any of 
the  dayg irls  w ere  unable  to  attend as they had 
d iff ic u lty  ob ta in ing  transpo rt. F ina lly  the C om m ittee  
dec ided  to  try  m eetings du ring  lunch-break and so 
fa r th is term  we have found them  successfu l.

One o f the h ig h lig h ts  of the even ing m eetings was 
a L igh t Show  on the  C ru c ifix io n  by David Hofmeyr, 
w h ich  was th o ro u g h ly  en joyed by everyone.

A lthough  our S c rip tu re  U nion is sm all, it is stead­
fas t and s low ly  increas ing  as the  year goes on.

I shou ld  like  to  express o u r g ra titu d e  to  M iss 
Brown w ho has he lped us to  raise M.I.X. to  its pre ­
sent pos ition .

Pam ela K ing, Std. 9.

Music, Art and Drama Club Report
Chairm an: Mrs. Popham -Sm ith.
V ice-C hairm an: Mrs. Saffery.
C om m ittee  M em bers: E lizabeth  A itch ison , G ail P e tti­

grew , Susan Dow dle, E lizabeth  Jeffery.

As yet we have on ly  held one m eeting, in the firs t 
te rm , in the form  of a W orkshop evening. Som e ex­
ce lle n t art co n trib u tio n s  b righ tened  and decora ted  
the hall. A sm all g roup  of the  C ho ir began the even­
ing w ith  an ex trac t from  ‘ ‘The M ika do ” . There were 
severa l p iano  so los and Am anda T hackeray played 
the c la rine t, accom pan ied  by G ail P e ttig rew  at the 
p iano. The tw o ju n io r d ram a g roups perfo rm ed the 
g roup  m ovem ent scenes w h ich  they la te r ga ined 
m erit aw ards fo r at the  Speech and Dram a Festival. 
Two d ram a tic  m ono logues w ere perfo rm ed, one, an 
e x tra c t from  “ A Taste of H oney" by Shelagh Delaney

(A lid a  Labia and E lizabeth  A itch iso n ) was aw arded 
an A  and firs t p lace  in its c lass a t the  Festival.

The S en io r Dram a c lass was ca lled  to  th e  stage 
and d irec te d  by M iss Hanson. We w ere each w h irled  
round and released, a ll fa llin g  in d iffe re n t p e cu lia r 
pos itions. Next we had to  th in k  o f a reason fo r be ing 
in such  a pos ition  and show the aud ience . Am use­
ment was great. We then d isappeared  and p lanned 
a q u ick  scene invo lv ing  cha rac te rs  pe rfo rm ing  the 
p a rticu la r fu n c tion s  ju s t dem onstra ted . The resu lt 
was h ila rious. O ur next m eeting w ill take  p lace  in 
the fina l term . T here  w ill be m ore im p rov isa tion  and 
varied m usica l item s, and of course , a rt co n trib u ­
tions. We hope it w ill be as spon taneous as our 
last m eeting, and equa lly  g rea tly  en joyed  by all.

E lizabeth  A itch ison .
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1974 has been a re la tive ly  uneventfu l year fo r the 
S choo l Chapel excep ting  fo r a C h ris ten ing  w hich 
was held the re  d u ring  the th ird  quarte r.

To many of us, it s till is a spec ia l p lace, but as 
the B oard ing  House has increased so g rea tly  in 
num bers, the se rv ices held the re  by Dr. S ilbe rbauer 
on Tuesday and T hursday even ings are d e c ided iy  
cram ped.

H oly C om m union  is served in the Chapel regu la rly  
every fo rtn ig h t by the Rev. Ian Eve, the  S chool 
C hap la in  from  St. S av iou r’s; and the boarders  attend 
an evensong se rv ice  in the  Chapel regu la rly  during  
the  term .

Library Report
L ib ra rian : M iss I. M. B. T rem ble.
C om m ittee : J. Torr, G. A nderson , H. M axw ell, R.

M eynell, E. M eynell and J. Frater.
Th is  year the m am m oth task o f c lass ify ing  the 

lib ra ry  in to  the Dewey System  was undertaken , and 
both the P repara to ry  S choo l and the B axte r L ib ra ry  
w ere b rough t in to  o rder.

A fte r th is  was done, M rs. Cohen and M iss K iley 
ca ta logued  a ll the books and we express ou r ihanks 
to  them  fo r  the  enorm ous e ffo rt put in to  th is  as 
m any books had gone  astray over the years.

We w ere  sad to  see them  go at the  ha lf-year but 
as a subs titu te  we cou ld  h a rd ly  w ish fo r a m ore 
p leasant person than M iss T rem ble . She has co n ­
tinued  th e ir good w o rk  w ith  never fa iling  enthusiasm  
and is ex trem e ly  devoted to  the lib ra ry , and w ith 
the he lp  o f the  lib ra ry  p re fects , the lib ra ry  has be-

Now th a t the year is nearly  at an end, we look 
fo rw ard  to  the Chapel by C and le lig h t Service, held 
on the  last Sunday n igh t o f the C hris tm as term . This 
is the  h ig h lig h t o f the year and a tim e  when the 
Chapel looks its best.

Our thanks go to  the Std. 8 and Std. 9 boarders 
w ho set up the Chapel and arranged the  flow ers  
before  each service, and to  the g ir ls  w ho p lay the 
organ.

I hope tha t 1975 w ill prove to be as p leasant for 
the Chapel as 1974

Pam ela King.

com e a very w ell-run  un it, w ith  lo ts  of new, entei 
ta in ing  and in fo rm a tive  books.

Paperbacks are very po p u la r and m uch in ev i­
dence. We have been fo rtuna te  in rece iv ing  som e 
love ly  presents from  kind  donors . We w ere very 
p leased indeed w ith  C arolyn B eer’s fa rew e ll g ift to  
the S choo l— a g lo riou s  book ca lled  “ England in 
C o lo u r” .

F ina lly  I w ou ld  like  to  say how  n ice  it is for all 
o f us to  w ork  in the lib ra ry— tru ly  it is a happy and 
peacefu l p lace.

I w ish next yea r’s p re fects  the best of luck.
Joseph ine  Frater.

Postscript: May I say a big “ thank y o u ”  to  a ll th is  
yea r’s lib ra ry  p re fects  w ho eased me into my new 
post w ith  such e ffic ie n cy  and tac t!

Inez T rem ble.

The D uncan B axter L ibrary.
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At the beg inn ing  of the  year we w ere happy to 
w e lcom e Mrs. Saffery as ou r new  C hairm an. The 
standard  of debate  has been high, and im proved 
du ring  the year, a lthough the re  is s till room  fo r im ­
provem ent in the speaking  from  the floo r.

W e began the year w ith  a very live ly  Inter-House 
debate, w h ich  was w on by M errim an. A la rge  num ­
ber of g ir ls  pa rtic ip a te d  in th is  and som e unexpected 
ta len t cam e to  ligh t.

The Inter-H ouse P ub lic  S peaking C om petition  took 
p lace du ring  the  second term , and th is, too, was 
won by M errim an.

Five H ersche l g irls , B. van A lphen S tahl, S. A llen, 
P. K ing, M. F ranck and C. W hite took  part in the

In te r-S choo ls Forum  D iscussion  C om petition  held 
at S.A.C.S. in July. Th is  w as not one of ou r m ost 
successfu l e ffo rts ! But it w as an en te rta in ing  even­
ing, and deserved ly  w on by S.A.C.S.

A P arachute  Debate was held aga inst S.A.C.S. 
a t H ersche l in August. D. G arish  d id  w e ll to  w in  the 
"p a ra c h u te ”  as a p rice less  Van de r M erwe.

Th is has been an in te res ting  and success fu l year 
fo r the soc ie ty . M any g ir ls  are tak ing  advantage of 
Mrs. S a ffe ry ’s W ednesday a fte rnoon  P ub lic  Speak­
ing classes, and we look fo rw ard  next yea r to  an 
even h ighe r standard  o f debate.

C am illa  W hite  (S e c re ta ry ).

The Junior Town Council
This was a d isappo in ting  year fo r  the  Ju n io r Tow n organ ised . O ur g ir ls  saved the day by fin d in g  the

C ounc il, as the re  was litt le  ac tiv ity . The excep tion  questions,
was the schoo ls  quiz, but even th a t was not w e ll

Merriman House Report
Head of House: Mrs. Rauch.
House M istresses: Mrs. Boyd, Mrs. Bastiaans, Mrs.

Thom pson.
House C apta in: V ic to ria  Hau.
Prefects: Sharon Bosm a, Sara Knight, Susan B row n­

lie, G ail Pettig rew .
Sub-Prefect: P h ilippa  Harris.

F irs tly  I shou ld  like  to  thank Mrs. M u lle r fo r a ll 
she has done fo r M errim an in the past years. We 
reg re t having to  say fa rew e ll to  her but w ish her 
happiness in the  future . We w e lcom e Mrs. Rauch 
as ou r new head of house.

A cad e m ica lly  we have done very w e ll th is  year, 
ob ta in ing  the h ighest m arks in each m ark-reading 
so far. We a lso  w on the D ebating and the P ub lic  
Speaking  C om petitions w h ich  w ere  held e a rlie r th is  
year.

On the spo rting  side, however, there  is m uch room 
fo r im provem ent. We cam e th ird  in th e  sw im m ing, 
hockey, and tenn is, bu t m anaged a w ell-deserved 
v ic to ry  in the ne tba ll. We cam e second in the 
squash, but Susan Batho is to  be co n g ra tu la ted  on 
becom ing  the  schoo l squash cham pion .

In the V arie ty  C once rt w h ich  w as held recently , 
we ach ieved second p lace. M uch to  ou r d e lig h t we 
p roduced  the w inn ing  House M agazine— the  S tan­
dard  9, e sp e c ia lly  B rid g e t Tw entym an-Jones, m ust 
be cong ra tu la ted  on a ll th e ir  hard w o rk  and e ffo rt 
in these events.

M errim an has had a successfu l year on the w hole, 
and I hope she con tinues  in th is  m anner. I’m sure 
one day the  E ffic iency  S h ie ld  w ill be ours . . .

V ic tó r ia  Hau.

Jagger House Report
Head o f House: Mrs. M cC orm ick .
House M istresses: Mrs. Boyes, M iss Sweet, Mrs.

G o ld finch , Mrs. M ontgom ery.
House C apta in : E lizabeth  Jeffery.
P refects: E lizabeth  A itch ison , G illian  A ustin , P a tric ia  

Thom.
Sub-Prefects: C lem m ie Robinson, Barbara  Bagnall.

The trem endous house s p ir it  th a t has a lw ays been 
p resen t in Jagger, has c e rta in ly  not faded th is  year, 
w h ich  is w hy th is  yea r has been so successfu l.

We have done ex trem e ly  w e ll in the  spo rting  
w orld . We w on the  S w im m ing  and the T enn is  and 
cam e second in the  Squash, H ockey, N etba ll and 
D iving. W ell done to  a ll ou r com pe tito rs !

A  h ig h lig h t o f the firs t te rm  was the M ile  of Cents, 
held du ring  the S choo l Fête. Th is  we won, and my 
thanks go to  the  la rge band o f he lpe rs  w ho lent 
them selves so w illin g ly .

A V arie ty  C oncert was held at the end of the th ird  
term  organ ised  by the  S tandard  9 C lass. They are



22 THE HERSCHELIAN

to  be cong ra tu la ted  on a ll the  w ork  they put into 
th is  com p e titio n  as w e ll as in to  the  M agazine, the 
resu lts  o f w h ich  are s till aw aited.

Various g ir ls  have d is tingu ished  them se lves th is  
year. C aro lyn  B eer and G ill A ustin  have m ainta ined  
a very h igh s tandard  of w ork  and G ill w as se lected 
fo r the  W.P. S choo ls  H ockey team . W ell done! Isabel

S m it and Rosem ary H ow ell have featured p rom inen t­
ly in the schoo l sw im m ing  team . The representa tives 
on the Ju n io r Town C ounc il, B arb ie  S tahl and 
Judy Knudsen, are a lso from  Jagger.

Keep up th is  good w ork  in fu ture , Jagger!

E lizabeth  Jeffery.

Rolt House Report
Head of House: Mrs. S tockw e ll.
House M istresses: Mrs. M alle t, Mrs. Stais, M iss 

B row n, Mrs. Popham -Sm ith.
House C apta in : Susan D owdle.
House P refects: Susan Fuller, D orothy Beukes, L ind ­

say Loggie.
Sub-Prefect: G a ile  Parkin.

R olt has had a m arve llous year. Not on ly  have we 
succeeded  in m any Inter-H ouse events, but we have 
im proved acad em ica lly  as w ell.

The firs t In ter-House event of the year w as the 
S w im m ing Gala, w ith  R olt runn ing  a c lose  second 
to  Jagger. We d id  however, w in the D iving, w ith  
N ico le tte  K oh le r and F iona Adam s w inn ing  both 
th e ir  sections.

The Inter-H ouse tenn is  w as next on the agenda, 
and aga in  R olt cam e second to  Ja g g e r’s w e ll-deser­
ved firs t.

A t the  end of the second term , we p layed ou r 
In ter-H ouse ne tba ll and hockey m atches. Everyone 
was th rille d  when Rolt w on the  hockey yet again, 
and ou r co n g ra tu la tio n s  go t to  M errim an fo r w inn ing  
the netba ll.

A t the end of the  th ird  te rm , the  Inter-H ouse 
squash m atches w ere held, and Rolt cam e firs t. On

the last day of te rm  In ter-H ouse V arie ty  C oncerts  
w ere  presented, w h ich  w ere m ost exc itin g . Mrs. 
S a ffe ry judged  the com p e titio n  and p laced Rolt 
f irs t— a very unexpected  resu lt! We are s till aw a iting  
the  resu lts  of the  Inter-House m agazines. I shou ld  
like  to  thank  a ll the  S tandard  9 ’s fo r th e ir  help, 
e spec ia lly  E rica  Prain, Joseph ine  F ra te r and Dawn 
G árisch  w ho w orked  so hard to  put the  m agazine 
tog e th e r and o rgan ise  the V arie ty  C oncert.

We a lso  cong ra tu la te  M argot M cLach lan  and 
S tacey S m ith -C hand le r on th e ir  ou ts tand ing  sport 
ach ievem ents, e sp e c ia lly  in squash and hockey.

Several g ir ls  passed th e ir  Taa lbond exam ina tions 
at the  end of last year, and we cong ra tu la te  T jitske  
Post and E lizabeth  M urray on th e ir  cons tan tly  h igh 
m arks in our m on th ly  m ark-read ings.

R olt g ir ls  have a lso  done very w e ll cu ltu ra lly , 
e spec ia lly  in the M usic  E is tedd fod  and exam ina tions.

F ina lly, I shou ld  like  to  say how g ra te fu l I am to 
Mrs. S tockw e ll fo r  her su p p ort and gu idance  d u r­
ing the  year; and to  the  o the r house m istresses, pre ­
fec ts  and g irls , w ho have a ll he lped to  m ain ta in  the 
high standard  and s p ir it  o f Rolt.

Susan D owdle.

Sporting Activities
S w im m ing  C apta in : E lizabeth  Je ffe ry  
V ice-C apta in : Isabel Sm it 
Tenn is  C apta in : G illia n  A ustin  
V ice-C apta in : P a tric ia  Thom  
Hockey C apta in : G illian  A ustin  
V ice-C apta in : E lizabeth  Je ffe ry  
N etba ll C apta in : F rances Parry 
V ice-C apta in : Beverly Jos lin .
Squash C apta in : G illian  A ustin

Not m any ga las w ere held du ring  the  term  ow ing 
to F ounde r’s Day and va rious o the r ho lidays, thus 
when the  fin a l day cam e, w e w ere perhaps m ore 
nervous than usual. However, a fte r m any hours of 
hard tra in in g , in the S choo l Pool and at Newlands, 
the  day of In te r-S choo ls  S w im m ing  f in a lly  daw ned.
Everyone swam  th e ir  hardest and f in a lly  we were 
p laced second in the Open S ection , having lost the 
cup to R ustenburg by one po in t! O ur Open Relay 
Team  was p laced  th ird  to  R ustenburg and W ynberg 
respective ly , a ll th ree  team s break ing  the  record .

F iona Adam s m ust be cong ra tu la ted  on w inn ing  
the  U nder 14 D iving Cup.

T hroughou t the firs t te rm , tenn is  m atches were 
p layed every S a tu rday m orn ing  in the W estern
Cape S ch o o l’s T enn is  League, and these took  us F iona Adam s.
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FIRST SQUASH TEAM 

Seated: Susan Batho, G illian  A ustin  (C a p ta in ), M argot M cLach lan . 

Back Row: Je n n ife r Pentz, S tacey Sm ith-C handler.

M othe rs ' H ockey M atch. Fathers ’ H ockey M atch— Ian Austin !
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Susan Batho. G illian  Austin .

HNH

UNDER 15A HOCKEY TEAM 

S tand ing : N ico le tte  Koh ler, D ebra D ouglas-H am ilton, Rosemary How ell, D ianne D ouglas-H am ilton,
Chloe Fouche, M ary Bettison.

Seated: D iana Loria , Jean Barry, M iss Kable, Peta-Ann S im pson, Je n n ife r Torr.
K nee ling: Rosem ary M eynell, M arion  W om ersley.
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to a ll parts  of the Peninsu la . A lthough  the resu lts  
were varied, the team s p layed en thu s ia s tica lly  and 
p ractised  hard d u ring  the week, both before and 
a fte r schoo l.

F riend ly  m atches w ere p layed aga inst the Parents 
and w ere m ost enjoyed by a ll w ho took part.

The 1974 S choo ls ' C ham pionsh ips  have not yet 
been played at the  da te  of w riting .

The In ter-S choo ls tou rnam en ts  w ere as tense  as 
a lways and a lthough we d id  not w in  any of our 
sections, we w ere p laced 3rd overa ll in both the 
Open and U nder 15 Sections.

The hockey season began early  th is  year w ith  a 
m ost en joyab le  and benefic ia l to u r of P ie te rm aritz ­
burg du ring  the Easter ho lidays. B ack at schoo l we 
played m atches regu la rly  on Saturday m orn ings 
and lost a few  only, th ro u g h o u t the season. Our 
toughest o p p os ition  were W esterfo rd  and a tou ring  
team  from  G raham stow n. Two m atches w ere p layed 
aga inst St. A ndrew s, of w h ich  they won the firs t 
and we won the second.

The Second Team had a successfu l season and 
the U nder 15’s a lso  played w e ll. A few  m atches 
were arranged fo r the S tandard 6 ’s. The Second 
Team  lost to  a team  of m others, and a lthough the 
F irs t Team beat the fa thers, we w ere la te r to  be ou t­
w itted  by the s ta ff w ho ran c irc le s  a round us, c lad 
in B ishops ’ rugby jerseys! Seven of our g ir ls  were 
chosen to  a ttend the  W estern P rovince  tr ia ls , all of 
whom  w ent th rough  to  the fina l tr ia ls . M argot 
M cLach lan  and G illian  A ustin  (V ice -C apta in ) ware 
chosen fo r the  team . Anne-M arie  S e rrits lev  was 
aw arded her hockey co lo u rs  th is  year. The cup fo r 
the m ost p rom is ing  hockey p layer was aw arded to 
S tacey Sm ith -C hand le r. Both the U nder 15A and the 
F irs t Team  reached the fin a ls  of the In te r-S choo ls

tournam ents, both to  d raw  w ith  Rustenburg in the 
fina ls  so th a t we now hold bo th  cups on our shelf.

N etba ll o ffic ia lly  began again th is  year, and ow ing 
to a ll the encouragem ent and hard w ork of Mrs. 
C arte r and the enthusiasm  shown by the g irls , has 
been m ost successfu l. The U nder 13’s and U nder 
15’s have im proved th e ir  s tandard  co n s id e ra b ly  and 
have ach ieved som e good results.

The Squash season th is  year was a very busy, 
exc itin g  and successfu l one. Various team s played 
fr ien d ly  m atches aga inst the O ld G irls, B ishops, and 
Rustenburg and va luab le  e xpe rience  was ga ined. 
C oached by J ill Eckste in , tw o  team s w ere entered 
in the In te r-S choo ls Tournam ent. The fam ous saying 
“ 3rd tim e  lu c k y ”  ce rta in ly  rang true  fo r us, and the 
“ A ”  team  beat Rustenburg 4-1 in the fina l, 'o s ing  
on ly  one m atch d u ring  the tou rnam ent. Five H ersche l 
g ir ls  w ere  chosen out o f 12, fo r the  squash squads 
to be tra ined  by J ill:  Susan Batho, M argot M cLach­
lan, S tacey S m ith-C handler, Je n n ife r Pentz and 
N icky Fouche. Squash co lou rs  w ere aw arded to 
Susan Batho and M argot M cLach lan . The School 
Open C ham pion th is  year is Susan Batho, w ith  run ­
ner-up M argot M cLach lan , and the U nder 16 Cham ­
p ion  is S tacey S m ith-C handler, w ith  runner-up N icky 
Fouche. M argot rece ived the cup fo r the m ost im ­
proved squash player.

O ur s ince res t thanks go to M iss Kable fo r her 
advice and encouragem ent to  a ll the  team s th ro u g h ­
out the seasons. Her persona l in te rest in the team s 
has aroused en thusiasm  and en joym ent in a ll games.

T ak ing  th ings  in her s tride .
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F!RST HOCKEY XI
S tand ing: Barbara  G ordon-B agnall, Dawn G árisch , N ico la  Fouche, Susan Batho, S tacey Sm ith-C handler,

Barbara van A lphen Stahl, Tessa D ouglas-H am ilton.
Seated: M argo t M cLach lan , G illian  A ustin , M iss Kable, E lizabeth Jeffery, Anne-M arie  Serrits lev.

Susan Batho and M argo t M cLach lan Y ou ’ re in fo r a th rash ing .



tH É  HERSCHELIAN 21

SW IMMING TEAM
Back Row: Rosem ary M eynell, M argot M cLach lan , Suzanne Plum, L indsay Q uibe ll, Suzanne Naude,

V iv ien M alherbe, Deanne Isted.
S tand ing: Chloe Fouche, K atherine Batho, G illian  Austin , C am illa  W hite, N ico la  Fouche, L inda  Swanepoel,

Peta-Ann S im pson, Sandra Gant.
Seated: Susan Fuller, Rosemary H owell, E lizabeth Je ffe ry (C a p t.) , M iss Kable, Isabel Sm it,

S tacey S m ith-C handler, P h ilippa  O lver.
K nee ling: Je n n ife r A nderson, F iona Adam s, J u lie t M cG regor.

G ive it stick. Nog 'n p iep! Nog 'n blaas! A lle  ve tkoek, Let it pass.
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Matric Dance
The M atric  D ance was held th is  year on Saturday, 

20th A p ril. A fte r m uch d e lib e ra tio n  we dec ided  on 
the them e “ C aba re t", using the pa in tings  of Tou- 
louse-Lau trec as o u r m ain source  of insp ira tion .

B efore  the actua l dance  at schoo l, w here a ca re ­
fu lly  deco ra ted  hall aw aited us, we a ll ga thered  at 
the  Beukes' hom e to  d rin k  a cham pagne toast to  
ourse lves. A t the schoo l we ate a d e lic io u s  meal 
of ch icke n  á la K ing, w h ich  Mrs. B ro w n lie  and Mrs. 
F u lle r had k in d ly  prepared  fo r us, and the  m usic

The Reverend A. R. Hampson
It was w ith  deep regre t and a s trong  sense of 

persona l loss th a t we heard of the  death of the 
Reverend Canon A. R. Ham pson. For m any years 
his w ife  was H is to ry  m istress at H ersche l, and he 
associa ted  h im se lf w ith  her in his in te rest in the

STARS ON STEMS

As they sway gen tly  in the  w ind,
The litt le  s ta rs on th e ir  stems 
Bob and curtesy.

They lif t  th e ir  pe ta ls  up,
C risp  and d e lica te ly  perfect.

They are so ft and tick ly ,
Yet b ritt le
As I rub them  aga inst my face.

As if in con tra s t to  the stars 
S tre tch ing  upw ards,
The leaves d roop , tired  and 
Ready to  d ro p  . . .
D rop to  the ground.

But the stars s till sh ine 
In th e ir  pe rfec t im peccab leness.

Jane C oom be, Std. 6.

MY SW ING

It is a very s im p le  sw ing,
W hen I sw ing th e  leaves com e dow n to my face 
And touch  me gen tly  on my cheek.
It is an unders tand ing  sw ing.
W hen I sw ing  so rrow  leaves me, 

happiness increases, 
th r il l in g  ideas com e to  me, 
the rhythm  of it ca lm s me,

In my anger and my joy.
It is a sym pa the tic  sw ing.

C ha rlo tte  Peden, Std. 6.

and danc ing  con tinued  t i l l  m idn igh t. G ill gave a 
sho rt speech o f thanks before  we a ll w en t to  the 
Lab ia ’s hom e w here  the a fte r-party  was held. B reak­
fast was prov ided  by the Jos lins  fo r those  w ho w ere 
s till w ide  awake.

Before re tir ing  w ea rily  to  bed we a ll went back to 
schoo l to  tid y  up the ha ll. The m onths of p lann ing  
and p repa ra tion  had cu lm ina ted  in a successfu l and 
very m em orab le  M atric  Dance.

G aile  Parkin.

g ir ls  and th e ir  ac tiv itie s , and by many of them , as 
w e ll by the staff, he was regarded as a personal 
friend !

To Mrs. Ham pson and his ch ild ren  we extend our 
sym pathy.

Work
A WET SUNDAY

It was a Sunday, but the rain was pouring  down 
in b u cke ts fu ll. Dark th u nd e rc lo u d s  hung in the air, 
w h ile  the sm oke from  the fire  sw irled  and w h irled  
ga ily  a long  w ith  w ind . The w ind , itse lf, was how ling  
and sc reech ing  am ong the trees, try ing  its best to  
break roo f tile s  and snap branches. In sp ite  of all 
th is , we w ere warm  ins ide  the  house, but s till an­
noyed w ith  the weather.

How cou ld  it rain  on a Sunday? Sunday is pa rt o f 
ou r g lo riou s  w eek end. There w ou ld  be no sw im ­
m ing, no surfing , no tennis, no th ing . We stared des­
ponden tly  th rough  the w indow  w h ich  was a race­
course  fo r g lis te n in g  ra indrops. We dec ided  to  p lay 
M onopoly. W hat a gam e. I have never heard so 
m uch q u a rre llin g , b icke ring  and fig h tin g  in my life. 
Each gam e we tr ied  we argued m ore and m ore. By 
th is  tim e  o u r pa re n ts ’ tem pers w ere runn ing  short 
and at any m om ent they w ou ld  erupt.

Suddenly, the rain ceased. We ran to  the w indow , 
but ou r joy  was shortlived . The leg ion of fie ry  thun ­
d e rc lo u d s  were s till m arch ing  across the sodden sky 
and a t any m om ent the re  w ou ld  be a fresh c lo u d ­
burst. S udden ly  it cam e, bea ting  dow n on the w in ­
dow , s tream ing  down like  an e te rna l w a te rfa ll. Then 
cam e the ha il, c la tte rin g  dow n m erc iless ly  on to  the 
roo f and cove ring  the g rass in a th ic k  ca rpe t o f frost. 
O ur b icke ring  resum ed, un til our paren ts exp loded 
in an end less to rre n t of ang ry  w ords.

A t last I escaped th a nk fu lly  to  my room  and spent 
the rest of tha t d rea ry  Sunday w a tch ing  ligh tn ing  
s p lit the  sky in tw o, b irds  tak ing  sanctua ry  under the 
roo f and the ra in  sw am ping  the garden.

Lizanne S cott, Std. 6.

Original
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DECISION

Sam m y’s place,
Dark and co ld ,

A cand le  in the corner,
Coffee tastes te rr ib le ,

May as w e ll leave it,
May as w e ll leave a ltogether,

And go home.
Home? Oh, fla t,
W ith  one w indow  ove rlook ing  ch im ney pots 

and roofs,
May as w e ll stay at Sam m y’s p lace; 

M uch nicer,
N ice litt le  p lace, cosy and warm ,

Very rom antic ,
Just one cand le ,

Coffee is good,
May as w e ll stay.

D iane M ein tjies, Std. 6.

THE NEW BORN FOAL

He s tands . . .
Barely.

His legs . . .
U nstable.

The big so ft eyes w atch th in  w obb ly  legs.
He c a lls  fo r his m other,

She com es and
They are un ited.

A. O liv ier, Std. 6.

POWER

A long s tra ig h t road lies ahead, 
Sm ooth and inv iting ,
W heel in hand,
Power w e lls  up in the driver, 
The speedom ete r flicke rs , 
and moves up.
A t a hundred  and tw enty
he loses con tro l
the car
sh ivers
qu ivers
tu rns  c irc le s
and fa lls  down
the c lif f
to  the end
of
everyth ing

COLOURS

Y e llow  m akes me th in k  of everyth ing  enchanting : 
the  love ly ye llow  peaches th a t are in season. It 
makes me th in k  o f the  ca lves th a t fro lic  around in 
the oats; o f the  cow s th a t m eander in the dazzling  
green luce rne  fie lds . Y e llow  is the  co lo u r of cream , 
r ich  and th ick , be ing poured in cans. It is the c o l­
our of butter, th a t is hom e made.

B lue is the  co lo u r o f r id ing  early  in the m orn ing, 
the  co ld  a ir r ip p lin g  th rough  your m any je rseys and 
send ing  a sh iver dow n you r sp ine. B lue is the co lo u r 
of you r hands, ho ld ing  on to  the re ins of a run­
away horse. It is the  c o lo u r of pure freedom , like  the 
sky, w h ich  is free  to  m ove as it likes. B lue is the 
co lo u r of the  w ater in the  sw im m ing  poo l, o f the  litt le  
d u ck lin g s  sw im m ing  in it.

W hite  is the  co lo u r of pure  joy, you r w edd ing  day!
G reen is the co lo u r of the coo l dam p w oods, w ith  

the sun peep ing  th rough  s lits  in the fo liage : the 
leaves of the p lan ts s till fresh and ligh t, w a iting  fo r 
the  sun to  get up, so as to  show  them se lves up.

B lack. B lack is the d e v il’s co lou r, w ith  red m ixed 
w ith  it: b lood and unhappiness, death. Yet th is  
co lo u r a lso has its beauty: in the n igh t and a ll the 
c rea tu res of the  b lack sky. They are s ilen t, m ysteri­
ous, ye t fasc ina ting , and a fte r th is  long da rk  s ilence  
dawn breaks and everyth ing  is b righ t and happy, 
ready to  m ake the m ost of the  oncom ing  day.

Peta S im pson, Std. 7.

TRAVELLING AT NIGHT

We w ere on ou r way from  W indhoek to  Cape 
Town, by car, and had le ft in the la te a fte rnoon when 
the sh im m ering  heat of the  day beg ins to  g ive way 
to  the  coo l dusk o f evening.

I had dozed o ff at 12 o ’c lo c k  and s le p t f itfu lly  
and was sudden ly  aw are o f the  m oving b lackness 
ou ts ide. I tr ied  to  p ie rce  th is  never-end ing  vo id  but 
cou ld  see on ly  what the h e ad ligh ts  illum ina ted . Often 
the  tw o  b righ t eyes of a w ild  dog o r a ja cka l w ou ld  
flash back at us th rough  the darkness.

In the fa in t g leam  from  the dashboard  my fa ther 
looked inhum an and next to  me I cou ld  ha rd ly  d is ­
tin g u ish  the shapes of my b ro the r and his teddy-bear 
w h ich  was s trange ly  real in the darkness. My s is te r 
poured end less cups of co ffee  fo r my dad as he 
fough t the tired n e ss  in his b ra in .

There w ere often soft, d u ll, thuds as the w heels 
h it un forunate  hares o r frogs w ho hopped feebly 
under the w heels of the fast-m oving car. S udden ly 
the re  was a loud crash, b reak ing  the  eerie  s ilence ; 
a huge gem sbok charged from  the bush, heading 
tow ards the head ligh ts . D ad 's reac tion  w as ins tan ­
taneous. He stopped the ca r and sw itched  o ff the 
lights. We sat in s ile n ce  fo r a w h ile  and then re­
sumed ou r journey.

I fe ll as leep and w oke to  the fa in t beg inn ings  of 
a beautifu l sunrise.

Jane Com be, Std. 6. G ab rie lle  M aastrecht, Std. 6.
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EXPERIENCE IS THE BEST TEACHER OF ALL
The a larm  c lo ck  rang and sha ttered  the qu ie tness 

of a Septem ber m orn ing . A  shubby hand, from  be­
neath a snug b lanke t, reached out q u ick ly  and 
ha lted the incessant ring ing . For a m om ent no th ing 
s tirred  and the s ilence  hung fo r a b rie f second in 
the air. Then everyth ing  seem ed to  com e alive. 
Robin, beneath the  w arm th o f the  b lanke ts, cou ld  
hear the  c lin k in g  of the  m ilkm a n ’s bo ttles  and his 
b risk, ra the r tune less w h is tle . For a second he 
th o ug h t of no th ing , then ab rup tly  jum ped  out of bed, 
ran to  the w indow  and th rew  open the shu tters. It 
was s till there !

The sm all nest hung in the eaves of the roo f and 
tin y  d ro p le ts  or dew  hung sh in ing  on it in the m orn­
ing sun ligh t. Robin though t back to  the day when 
he had d iscovered  the nest and fe lt ra the r co m p la ­
cen t. He had lea rn t at schoo l a ll about b irds: how 
they reared th e ir  young from  the beg inn ing , how the 
paren ts to o k  it in tu rn  to  s it on the eggs and keep 
them  warm, w h ile  the free one fe tched food, but 
th is  was not schoo l! He looked  at the nest long ing ly . 
Why, it was on ly  yeste rday th a t he had heard a soft 
c h irp in g  com ing  from  the  nest and had seen the 
b irds  m aking num erous tr ip s  backw ards from  and to 
the  nest. He th o ug h t he cou ld  see a few  w orm s 
hanging  from  the m othe r's  m outh.

Robin had asked his te a che r w hat k ind of b ird  
had a red tum m y. His te a che r had to ld  him  tha t 
these  b irds  w ere ca lled  Robins— like his name. S ince 
then  Robin had fe lt a ra the r possessive fee ling  to ­
w ards the litt le  red-breasted rob ins. Robin now regu­
la rly  asked his te a che r questions and she, g lad to 
see tha t he w as tak ing  an in terest, read ily  answered. 
She had given him  a book a ll about them . Of course  
ho cou ld  not qu ite  read it, bu t he loved look ing  at 
the  p ic tu res.

Robin w atched the  nest ca re fu lly  every day and 
a cco rd in g  to  his teacher, knew  he w ou ld  soon see 
the babies. A lthough  Robin asked his teacher, M iss 
Jam es, m any th in g s  about the rob ins, he never qu ite  
con fid ed  in her. He knew he shou ld  te ll her because 
she had been so kind  to  him , but he cou ld  not 
b ring  h im se lf to  do so and ra the r treasu red  his own 
very own firs t secre t.

Every m orn ing  he le ft b readcrum bs on his w in ­
dow  s ill and every day when he cam e back home 
from  schoo l they w ere there . S low ly  the  rob ins cam e 
to tru s t him  and to  h is d e lig h t w ou ld  feed from  
h is hands. The g rea test m om ent of a ll, the  one he 
had been w a iting  fo r  so long cam e when he w atched 
the  m othe r rob in  teach ing  her babies to  fly . S ince 
then  his in te res t in lessons at schoo l had increased 
trem endous ly  and M iss Jam es rem em bered the say­
ing: “ E xperience  is the best te a che r of a l l” .

Karin  Louw, Std. 7.

W HAT THE SCARECROW SAW ON W EDNESDAY, 
17th JUNE

I stand in a la rge  fie ld  w h ich  s lopes gently , w ith  
lusc ious  grass like  a green ca rpe t cove ring  it. The 
fie ld  is enc losed  by a b la ck  w ooden fence w ith  fou r 
gates. They are ca lled  the N orth, South, East and 
W est gates. The N orth gate is c loses t to  the fa rm ­

house. From w here  I stand I can see the farm house, 
the o ld  w in d m ill. The s tab les— for th is  is a stud 
farm  and near the South gate a sm all r ive r runs 
across the fie ld .

I can see a ll th is, but it is on ly  the b irds  tha t see 
me. I am dressed in an old tw eed coa t and to rn  
trousers. My c lo thes flu tte r in the gen tle  breeze 
w hich sweeps across the fie ld . My ro le  in life  is to 
frigh ten  the b irds  away when the new grass seeds 
are p lan ted  each year.

I shou ld  like  to  be fr ien d s  w ith  the b irds, but my 
rags f lu tte r and fr igh te n  them  away. It w ou ld  appear 
tha t my life  is to  be very lonely.

But one day last w in te r ( it  was W ednesday, June 
1 7 th ), I was w itness to  a w onde rfu l scene w h ich  
made me feel I had a real heart.

T h is  is how  it happened: during  the m orn ing  Far­
m er G reen opened the N orth gate and entered, 
lead ing a m are behind him . The m are was in foal 
and I cou ld  see her c le a rly  as she moved restless ly  
a round the  fie ld  when the fa rm er le ft her.

La ter she approached me, ge tting  c lo se r and 
c lose r, and I becam e aw are th a t she w as ac tua lly  
in te rested  in me. My waving rags d id  not frigh ten  
her and she sn iffed  me, no s trils  d is tended  and ears 
p ricked  fo rw ard . She was obv ious ly  reassured tha t 
I in tended no harm.

She began to  paw the g round c lose  to  me and 
w a lked  in ever sm a lle r c irc les . Eventually, she lay 
dow n. She g lanced  up at me and then  put her head 
dow n and gave a low  moan.

I began to  rea lise  tha t her la rge  bu lk  cou ld  on ly  
im p ly tha t her tim e  was very near and I was about 
to  w itness the m irac le  of the b irth  of a foal.

She and I tog e th e r shared th is  un ique  experience . 
The m are seemed com fo rted  by my gen tle , under­
s tand ing  com pan ionsh ip  and m ade th is  day the  m ost 
m em orab le  day in my life.

M arion W om ersley, Std. 7.

I DISCOVERED DEATH AT THE AGE OF SEVEN AT 
THE FOOT OF OUR COTTAGE GARDEN 

(A fter reading “Huckleberry Finn” )
We w ere a lone  in the  co ttage , my mom and I. 

Dad had gone on a “ long jo u rn e y ", she sa id , and 
I w ondered how  m uch his t ic k e t had cost and had 
said so. M om sm acked me and to ld  me I w as no 
good. I d id  not know  w hat she was ta lk in g  about, 
but when I ’m o ld e r I guess she w ill te ll me.

My b ro th e r is 18 and he is in the arm y— the war 
is on, you see. I rea lly  w ish it w ou ld  end, and I 
said so, and mom burs t in to  tears. (Last w eek I 
heard a g ir l in the co ffee-ba r say she th o ug h t my 
m other w as queer and I reckon I agree now .)

I th in k  som eth ing  funny is go ing  on here. We have 
not had a le tte r from  b ro th e r fo r th ree  weeks! 
M other looks strange  too, a ll k inda  w hite . I sa id so 
and she c ried  again. (W hen I ’m a m othe r I w o n ’t 
c ry  like  she d oes !)

A  man cam e to  see mom yesterday, and when he 
had fin ished ta lk in g  to  her she sta rted  m oaning and 
how ling  like  a kid and now she 's  gone to  bed. He 
was E nglish— he m ust have been because he ta lked ; 
w e ll d iffe ren t! I heard mom say to  b ring  “ h im ” here
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and to  bury him next to  fa ther. W ell, I d id n 't know 
w hat bury meant, so I looked it up in the d ic tio n a ry  
and it said the fru it o f a p lant. W ell, I d o n 't th in k  
fa ther and th is  man th e y ’re go ing  to  bury looks m uch 
like a fru it o f a p lan t so I guess I ’m back w here 
I started!

A ca r has ju s t d riven  up— it ’s a ll b lack and the 
men w ho have go t ou t are soo th ing  m om and every­
one looks dead serious. W ell, I w a lk  up to  them  and 
te ll them  a joke  tha t Janey to ld  me— she ’s the little  
b lack  g ir l in the c lass— and M other c ries  again and 
the men look so cross  I reckon  the ir eyes’ ll fa ll out. 
Now they ’re ca rry ing  the body of som e man under 
a sheet. I p ick  up the sheet and b ro th e r’s ly ing 
there  a ll w h ite  like  a spook and they te ll me he ’s 
gone to  fa the r as w e ll.

They put him in a p it they dug at the  fo o t of the 
garden. S udden ly I see and I rem em ber the Sunday- 
schoo l teache r ta lk in g  about som eth ing  she ca lled  
“ d e a th ” . I understand  now, and I w onder how it 
m ust be to  be them . I c ry— it seem s the rig h t th ing  
to do as everyone else is. I th in k  tha t I’ ll never see 
b ro the r again excep t m aybe la ter, tha t is, if we end 
up in the p lace  the Sunday-school te a che r ca lled  
“ H eaven” . I rem em ber a saying I heard a boy in the 
co fiee -ba r say, and I say it out a loud, (bu t not too 
loud in case M other c rie s  a g a in )— “ T h a t’s life ” ; 
and then I go ins ide  to  see if I can get any cook ies  
out of the  tin .

Later I w a lk  dow n and th e re ’s no-one there  excep t 
the fa iries  maybe, and I see a stone w h ich  I read 
(b u t I c a n ’t make out every w ord because I’m not 
good at read ing  y e t), and a ll I see is tha t it says—  
“ d ied  in ser-v ice of the U.S.A., 1980” .

Maybe I ’ ll d ie  in ser-v ice one day too; ju s t fo r 
fun!

Jean Barry, Std. 8.

THE INTERIOR OF A CHURCH ON A HOT DAY
The p rie s t’s vo ice  d rones on, and on, and on. The 

person next to  you sh ifts  to  ano ther pos ition . The 
d o o r opens, and som eone e lse enters. “ Poor so u l,"
I th ink , “ she d o e sn ’t know  w hat she ’s le tting  herse lf 
in fo r."  And s till the  p ries t d rones on.

Everyone is w avering , and I th ink , “ T ha t’s funny ," 
but then  I no tice  the w a lls  w avering  too. And the 
flo o r. Even the a lta r. “ O h,”  I rea lise, “ i t ’s the heat 
haze.”

My eye lids  g row  heavier, and I’m sure tha t som e­
one is push ing them  c losed . I tu rn  and look. There 
is no-one. I am at the back of the  church .

And s till the  p ries t d rones on.
M ary ’s halo is not of Ho liness, but fire , as she s its  

there , sedate ly, on th e  w indow -pane. Her cheeks are 
not rosy, they con ta in  coa ls. The w h ite  of the  Baby 
is not the w h ite  of coo lness, but of fire , o f heat, as 
He lies there , a ll w rapped in sw add ling  c lo thes.

“ Oh, G od,”  I cry, in s ilen t anguish, “ How can 
they lo ck  you in here from  one Sunday t i l l  the  next? ”

And s till the  p ries t d rones on.
Then, sudden ly , everyone is s tand ing , and the 

p ries t fin ishes the serm on w ith  . . In the  name of 
God the Father, God the  Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, A m en .”

Tanya Bosma, Std. 8.

One has one 's  friends. S e lecting  ca re fu lly  one 
even tua lly  fo rm s c lose  re la tionsh ips  fo r a life -tim e 
w ith  those one loves. A lthough  involved w ith  these 
friends, one can w eave fan tasy re la tionsh ips  w ith  
strangers.

Take th e  o ld  s ick  man w ho gazes th rough  his 
w indow  a ll day long, and a lw ays looks at me, be­
cause the stree t ac tiv ity  is his on ly  in te res t in his 
old age. O r the  m iddle-aged wom an whom  I have 
seen s ince  S tandard  1. She has trave lled  on the 
tra in  every m orn ing  w ith  me. I have w atched over 
the years how  the b loom  of youth  is fad ing. She is 
qu ite  sudden ly  look ing  tired  and old and on ly  recen t­
ly has taken  to  w earing  spectac les .

Then there  is a coup le  w hom  I a lw ays see in the 
loca l co ffee-bar. These tw o fasc ina te  me because 
I am qu ite  sure  there  m ust be at least 20 years be­
tween them . He is English  but looks like  a G reek 
w ho sp ies in P ortuga l fo r Tanzania, a needle-th in  
restless cha insm oker, w ho is m adly in love w ith  
th is  young, naïve, ra ther w e ll-shaped b londe  g irl. 
I have heard them  ta lk in g  often enough to  know  
th e ir  c lin ic a l p ic tu re : H is w ife  does not w ant a d iv ­
orce  and her m othe r w ants her to  g ive  him  the  push 
o therw ise  the best tim e of her life  w ill be w asted. 
B ut fo r lovers th is  is an un reasonab le  argum ent. 
A lthough  they see m e m ore often than  th e ir  best 
fr iends  they w ou ld  be su rp rised  if I w ere to  say, 
"H o w  is th a t d ivo rce  com ing  on?”

No, to  these anonym ous friends, I am ju s t a 
stranger.

Eve de Rooy, Std. 7.

THE STRANGER

A SW IM M ING  POOL IN THE DEAD OF W INTER

A frog  floa ts  to w a rd s  the surface , its sm all body 
hard ly  m aking any m ovem ent in the  w ater. It jum ps 
on to  an autum n leaf tha t is s tranded in the m idd le  
of the co ld , da rk  w aters, but un fo rtuna te ly , it s inks. 
A “ p lo p ”  is heard and it d isappears  once  m ore.

The poo l is co ld  and deso la te ; not a sou l can be 
seen except, o f course , the  frog . Leaves are strew n 
over its ca lm  surface , s ile n tly  s leep ing . A  gust of 
w ind  s tirs  them  and they beg in  to  dance on the 
w ater, m aking ripp les  as they go.

A man appears; he rakes out the  leaves, tr ie s  to  
ca tch  the frog , (does not su cce e d ) and then  sta rts  
pu lling  a p las tic  cove r over the poo l.

The cover is wet and slim y; it has ju s t been ra in ­
ing. The litt le  frog  has not s tirred  s ince  th e  cover 
has im prisoned  it. The stones a round the poo l are 
dry, bu t so co ld . Leaves have once  m ore se ttled  
them selves, but now on the  du ll, s lim y cover. The 
trees s lig h tly  overhang ing  the  pool are now barren; 
not a leaf is le ft on th e ir dark, gna rled  branches.

The man appears; pu lls  dow n the cover. In one of 
the  co rne rs  of the  pool lies an ob ject. The man 
peers c lo se ly  at it; the  frog  lies at peace, its arm s 
and legs s tre tched out. It is dead.

A n to ine tte  S lingsby, Std. 7.



32 THE HERSCHELIAN

It was Germ any, 1939. A lready the litt le  w h ite  s lips  
of paper w ith  th e  om inous m essages of w ar were 
be ing rece ived by men and boys all over Germ any.

One such rece ive r was R udloph Burgenhaus, an 
e ighteen-year-o ld  about to  be m arried . He and his 
sw eetheart had heard a ll about the  th rea t of th is  war 
but had never d ream ed tha t they, too, w ou ld  becom e 
invo lved.

R udolph was to  repo rt to  the nearest arm y s ta tion 
before  the fo llo w in g  W ednesday. H is tra in in g  w ould  
s ta rt im m edia te ly.

“ But you ca n 't go! The w edd ing  and . . . and 
everyth ing  w ill be ru ined ! B esides you have your 
fam ily  and w ork  to  cons ide r! I w an t you to  stay 
w ith  m e.”  Anna, his fiancée, was in a state of near 
hysteria .

“ Anna, my litt le  Anna, I d o n ’t want to  go! Of 
course  not! L isten, we can be m arried th is  a fte rnoon 
and when I com e back, w e ’ ll have the  p rope r ce re ­
m ony!”

"W ha t if you . . . you are k ille d ?  W hat th e n? ”
In sp ite  of a ll her p leas, R udloph set o ff the  fo l­

low ing  M onday w ith  a heavy heart, but p roud  to  be 
go ing  to  help p repare  his coun try  fo r war. He was 
tra ined  on request fo r a Nazi g roup  w ho w ere  to 
have a ll the  “ S p e c ia l”  w ork. He did not rea lise  what 
it w ou ld  cost his gen tle , easy-going ch a ra c te r un til 
it was too  la te to  tu rn  back.

Anna rece ived le tte rs  regu la rly  at firs t, bu t g radu ­
a lly  they becam e less and less frequent, un til she 
d id  not know  if he w ere dead o r a live, but s im p ly  
had to  w a it fo r news of o r from  him.

M eanw hile , R udloph was q u ick ly  becom ing  known 
fo r his th o rough  w ork, his lack  of sc rup les  w here 
serv ing  his fa therland  was concerned  and above 
a ll, his change in cha racte r. The men whom  he was 
tra ined  by at f irs t th o ug h t him  h igh ly  unsu itab le  for 
the  w ork, but a fte r a few  weeks of squeam ishness, 
he becam e used to  th e ir  ways and even tua lly  a cce p ­
ted them  as being rig h t and the best hope for 
Germ any.

By 1943 he had severa l badges of d is tin c tio n  and 
be lieved co m p le te ly  in the Fuhrer. H is F uhrer cou ld  
do  no th ing  save good fo r his coun try  and if at tim es 
he seem ed a litt le  harsh— w ell, tha t was what was 
needed to  try  to  c o n tro l such s tup id  people  who 
w ere so eas ily  led astray.

He had seen Anna few  tim es s ince  he had le ft 
tha t M onday m orn ing . Now, fo u r years la ter, he had 
lost his boyish, happy-go-lucky face. It had becom e 
harder, the lines on his fo rehead m ore pronounced, 
h is ac tions  s tiff and tense. He was nervy, on edge, 
and a lw ays w a iting  fo r  a m essage to  te ll him  to  re­
po rt back to base.

Then he d id  not see her un til the  end o f 1944. It 
was sho rtly  be fore  C hris tm as and he cam e home 
to  see her be fore  be ing posted to  Poland.

He b risk ly  opened the door o f th e ir f la t ahd 
w a lked  in, h is hee ls m aking a loud, echo ing  noise 
on the  w ooden flo o r.

“ Anna, Anna, w here are you? A nna !”
"H e re  I am, w ho is it? ”  cam e a vo ice  from  the 

tin y  k itchen.

THE STRANGER “ Look in the m irro r above you r head.”  She obeyed 
and at once gave a gasp. Her b ra in  was rac ing . 
H e ’s com e to  g ive me bad news! Rudy is hu rt . . . 
Oh dear, what a m ess I ’m in! W here is my brush? 
H is face  is fa m ilia r . . . m ust be one of Rudy’s 
friends. I m ust wash my hands; they ’ re fu ll o i flou r. 
W here ’s tha t te a po t? ”

“ Hold on a m om ent, H err Kom m andant, if you 
please. W ould you like  a seat? I am so sorry I ’m in 
such a state, I was not prepared  fo r your v is it!”

“ Is tha t the way to  ta lk  to  you r husband? Hurry 
up, wom an, I d o n ’t have lo n g !”  H is vo ice  was harsh 
and o ffic ia l.

She stared at him. “ You said you . . . ycu said 
you w ere my husband? But you a ren 't my Rudy! He 
has a young, so ft face. He does not frow n like  that. 
Forg ive me, sir, a lthough  you are fa m ilia r, I cannot 
p lace  you. You are a s tran g e r.”

F iona Adam s, Std. 7.

THE STRANGER

The trave lle r seemed weary. He s tra igh tened  his 
back and c lu tched  his bund le  m ore firm ly  as he 
neared the v illage . He had had no food s ince  the 
prev ious m orn ing, and litt le  sleep, fo r he had a 
long jou rney  to  make.

The v illa g e  fo lk  and those  from  the nearby farm s 
w ere  ga thered  in a g roup  near the chu rch  and some 
stared id ly  at the s tran g e r as he approached. O thers 
frow ned, fo r trave lling  on a Sunday was not ih e ir 
custom .

The man seemed at a loss as to  what to  do, so 
the schoo lm aste r, th e ir  usual spokesm an, stepped 
fo rw ard .

“ Good m orn in g .”  He eyed the trave lle r som ew hat 
con tem ptuous ly , no ting  the w orn  o ld  coa t and the 
d ilap ida ted  hat.

“ Er . . . good m orn ing . I . . . was a . . . w ondering  
w he the r the re  m ight not be a b ite  fo r me to  eat 
here. Just som e bread and a litt le  w ater. I've been 
on the road a long tim e .”  He tu rned  ra the r he lp less­
ly to  the wom en in the group.

“ T ha t's  not d iff ic u lt to  guess. Sunday, to o ” , m ut­
te red  Mrs. P ring le , tu rn ing  her back on the s tranger 
and beg inn ing  a low -vo iced conversa tion  w ith  Am e­
lia  Buttons, about her “ g ra n d m o th e r’s tim e, when 
fo lks  w ent to  chu rch  on a Sunday instead of tra ip ­
s ing a ll over the  co u n trys id e ” .

The m usic of chu rch  be lls  fille d  the  air, and they 
w alked away, tak ing  no fu rth e r no tice  of the  man.

The m in is te r ’s sonorous vo ice  rang th rough  the 
chu rch .

" I  was hungry and you gave me no d rink , a s tran ­
ge r and you d id  not w e lcom e m e.”

A m elia  Bu ttons g lanced ra the r uneasily  at her 
friend , but Mrs. P ring le  was th in k in g  of the cake 
rec ipe  she had recen tly  been given. W ould  it be 
be tte r w ith  choco la te  ic in g  o r van illa?  She s ighed 
and began look ing  th rough  her hymn book fo r the 
next hymn.

W hen they cam e out of chu rch , the s trange r was 
gone.

E lizabeth  M urray, Std. 7.
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THE HUNT
I was de term ined to earn one hundred and fifty  

rand. Th is  was the approx im a te  am ount I needed 
to buy a secondhand D abch ick . So I dec ided  to  get 
a job , desp ite  a ll the obstac les  in my path. I hoped 
peop le  w ou ld  be prepared  to  pay an under-age 
sch o o lg irl fo r a S a turday m orn ing  job .

I began my hun t one F riday a fte rnoon  a fte r schoo l.
I wandered d ream ily  dow n to  C la rem ont, im agin ing  
the jo b  I was go ing  to  get. It w ou ld  be in a sm all, 
qua in t shop, w ith  a g rea t deal o f cha racte r, down 
a s ide  street. A  m usty shop, o ld and c lu tte red , and 
ra ther dusty. It w ou ld  be my jo b  to  tidy  it, and 
dust the  th ings fo r sale. W hile  tidy ing , I w ould  
unearth  a ll so rts  of o ld  cu rios ities .

There w ou ld  be a litt le  o ld lady in charge, w ith  
co ttonw oo l w h ite  hair, tied  in a bun at the back of 
her head. She, of course, w ou ld  spend her tim e  
rock ing  gen tly  in a squeaky ;rock ing -cha ir, kn itting , 
w ith  an old tabby ca t in her lap. (She w ou ld  obv i­
ously  be very generous, and pay very la rge wages.) 
She w ould  d rin k  weak, b lack tea, w ith  lem on in it, 
ou t o f a bone ch ina  tea-cup.

The shop w ould  have an o ld , ta tte red  carpet, 
w h ich  w ou ld  be becom ing  a litt le  th readbare  in 
parts. The shop w ou ld  se ll everyth ing  from  perfum ed 
penc ils  to  b roken  g rand fa the r c locks.

I a rrived at the lirs t  shop on my m enta l list. I 
w a lked  in, and a be ll rang. I looked up, and saw 
m yself viewed from  behind on a c lo se d -c ircu it te le ­
v is ion  set. My fee t tapped consp icuous ly  on the 
c lean, tile d  floo r. The lady at the desk looked up, 
and said b risk ly  and im patien tly , "W e ll, and what 
can I do  fo r you?"

I s tu tte red  out my request very se lf-consc ious ly , 
fee ling  m yself sc ru tin ised  by her in fron t of me, and 
by the te lev is ion  behind me.

“ I am sorry, we have no vacancies. Good a fte r­
noon.”

She sat dow n again on her h igh stoo l, and co n ­
tinued  w ritin g  a le tte r, w h ich  I no ticed  was headed, 
“ To my d a rlin g  R obert.”  Then I w a lked out, be ing 
ca re fu l not to  knock  over the ornam ents on the low 
shelves. As I w a lked out, the  e le c tr ica lly  co n tro lle d  
be ll “ p in g e d ”  again.

I m ade a few  m ore a ttem pts  to  find  a jo b  but 
a lw avs m et w ith  an abrup t refusal. I w andered d is ­
co n so la te ly  home, and on the way I passed my 
g ra n d m o th e r’s b lo ck  of fla ts. I w a lked in, up the 
sta irs , and in to  her fla t. It was five  o ’c lock . As I 
en tered, the  old g rand fa the r c lo c k  s truck  tw o. My 
g randm o the r was s itting  kn itting . I said, “ Hullo, 
G ranny,”  and flopped  in to  the nearest cha ir, ca re ­
fu lly  avo id ing  knock ing  over her cup  of weak, b lack 
tea in the bone ch ina  tea-cup.

Kate P h ilip , Std. 7.

YOU— ME

You ta lked,
about yourse lf.

You laughed,
about yourse lf.

You loved,
loved yourse lf.

In you I saw a re flec tion , 
o f m yself.

Lovell Anstee. Std. 8.

“ NEXT, PLEASE”

She lay in a na rrow  bed in a narrow  room  in the 
sanatorium . Her face was gaunt and her eyes deep- 
sunken, but of a s trong  b lue. A  beam of ligh t shone 
upon her face w ith  a rom an tic  a ffec tion , as she lay 
th in k in g  . . . The g low  then faded w ith  a linge ring  
regret, like  a ch ild  leaving the  s tree t in w h ich  it 
played at dusk. In th is  shadow y darkness, she lay 
th in k in g  of the  next day. She was go ing  to  w atch  a 
man, an acqua in tance  of hers, race. He had asked 
th is  of her, and she had agreed to  go.

She w oke a litt le  late the next m orn ing  and ar­
rived at the race-track ju s t a fte r the  race had begun. 
Sm udges of ye llow , red, b lue  and green em erged 
irom  the dusk. They reappeared, then d isappeared . 
W hich one of these was he? Did these men rea lise  
w hat gam e they w ere  p lay ing  at? P robably not, but 
she knew  it was a d readfu l gam e played w ith  death. 
Did they not va lue th e ir  lives as she va lued hers? 
How she cursed those en thus ias tic  specta to rs!

It was the spec ta to rs  w ho cheered  and e n co u r­
aged those  p inp o in ts  of c o lo u r to  go faster, faster, 
un til . . .  A ll she saw was a c loud  of dust, flam es, 
sp ring ing  from  w ith in  it. The c row ds surged fo rw ard , 
learn ing  and peering  over one ano the r's  shou lders. 
S udden ly  the b roadcas te r's  vo ice  boom ed over the 
race-track. It was he! He was dead! Just a m otion ­
less bundle!

The race con tinued ; they con tinued  to  p lay th a t 
gam e at w h ich  they w ere so good. A no the r man was 
in ju red , ano the r b low n up, and ano ther dead! W hen 
w ou ld  they learn? She cou ld  not bear it any longer, 
and so she left.

She arrived  at the  sanatorium  in tim e  fo r lunch. 
She cou ld  not eat because of the  s ick  fee ling  w ith in  
her, so she w ent up to  her bedroom . As she le ft the 
lift, a co ffin  was ca rried  past her. She cou ld  bear it 
no longer; she ju s t lay on h6r bed, w eeping.

She cursed  death, knew  it w as fa ta lly  fasc ina ting . 
And a ll th a t she cou ld  hear was the vo ice  of death 
saying, “ Next, p lease .”

C aro line  Parker, Std. 8.

THE WAY THROUGH

Y oung man you seem to  be shaking,
A re  you ill?
A fra id , a t you r age, of death.
You are ye t young
“ D rink and be m erry fo r to m o rro w  you d ie ."  
Have fa ith .

You bore  me o ld  man.
Does no one understand ,
Is fa ith  a ll you have to  offer?

Why is it they are a fra id?
Cowards.
Life  isn 't w hat it used to  be.

Oh, so he f in a lly  m ade it 
He le t go of h is s tring ,
(co n n e c tin g  h im self w ith  life .)
I w o n d e r how he ’s fin d in g  it there, 
w here he was a fra id  to  go.

Judy W ilson, Std. 8.
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One m orn ing  I w oke up early, w h ich  was unusual 
fo r  me. I tr ied  to  go back to  sleep, but cou ld  not. 
In my m ind I cou ld  sense som eth ing  strange was 
go ing  to  happen bu t I d id  not know  w hat it was.

As everyth ing  seemed qu ite  norm al to  me the 
w ho le  m orn ing , I dec ided  tha t when one w akes up 
early  in the  m orn ing  one ’s senses are not like ly  to  
be at th e ir best, and I th o ug h t no m ore of it.

A fte r lunch, I dec ided  to  take the dog fo r a w a lk 
up the kopp ie . W hen we reached th e  top, I sat down. 
I cou ld  see m ost of my U n c le ’s b ig  farm  from  there, 
and a ll its ac tiv ities .

As I w as look ing  at the duck-pond, I rea lised  the 
ducks w ere not in it. They w ere m aking th e ir  way 
up tow ards the  shed w here they s lept.

I th o ug h t it was ra the r s trange and looked at my 
watch. It was on ly  ha lf past tw o and the ducks w ere 
go ing  to  bed. Then I rea lised  why: it was ge tting  
dark.

I looked to  see if the re  w ere  any c lo u d s  in sight, 
but the re  w ere  not. I w ondered  if the end of the 
w o rld  was com ing  o r if an ep id e m ic  had b roken  out. 
I dec ided  to  go and ask my parents.

I found them  ra the r e xc ite d ly  look ing  fo r b lank 
negatives. I th o ug h t perhaps I w as rig h t about the 
ep idem ic . Then my fa th e r exp la ined  to  me tha t there  
w as go ing  to  be a to ta l ec lipse  of the  sun.

W e w ent up th e  kopp ie  aga in  to g e th e r and found 
a ll those  stranga  peop le  up the re  too. That was why 
they w ere stay ing  w ith  us, my m other to ld  me. They 
w ere as tronom ers from  Europe.

G radua lly  the  m oon moved in fron t of the sun and 
we w ere le ft in the  dark. S low ly the sun peeped out 
aga in . The astronom ers w ere tak ing  p ic tu res.

I heard a noise from  below : the ducks w ere com ­
ing ou t again!

Je n n ife r Torr, Std. 8.

BACK-DOOR CALLERS

Sam uel N ’Dayi sat a t the  back doo r of h is d ila p i­
dated, co rruga ted -iron  shack tha t he so p roud ly  
ca lled  his “ a bode ” , in w h ich  he, h is n ine ch ild ren  
and the boy lived. He was a w idow er; his w ife  Sophia  
had been " ta k e n ”  a year o r so ago. He cou ld  not 
rem em ber exac tly  w hen— dates and tim es fum b led  
a im less ly  fo r pos ition  in his aged, little -used  m em ­
ory.

He had long s ince  rea lised  tha t there  was litt le  
room  in th is  fast, v io len t, over-crow ded w o rld  fo r a 
p a the tica lly  poo r o ld  c le rgym an  w ho was unable  to  
anyth ing . To m ake m atte rs worse, there  w as an extra  
m outh to  feed— tha t of Sonny, the boy. Sonny w rs  
in te llig e n t— he had his m atric . Ah, those  had been 
be tte r days when he cou ld  leave his w ife  to  ih e  
ch ild ren , and go ou t to  w ork. H is age was beg in ­
n ing to  te ll now, and the  s tead ily  deepen ing  lines 
of ha rdsh ip  showed on h is p lac id , w eather-beaten 
face.

He looked up s low ly  as a man in b lue  c lo thes

IN THE DARK cam e to  the back door. The man dragged him to 
h is feet, w ith  litt le  o r no respect fo r his years. Rude, 
sharp questions, and then slow , labo rious answers. 
No, the  boy was not here; he w ent out o ften— yes, 
he supposed he w ould  be re tu rn ing . Sam uel spoke 
resp e c tfu lly  to  the man young enough to  be his son; 
not fo rg e ttin g  the “ baas”  at the  end o f each reply.

Pushing the aged Sam uel on to  the  co ld , dam p 
ground, the b lue -c lo thed  man departed  in a c loud  of 
sm oke from  his fast, b lack  s ilen tly -pu rring  car. The 
frigh tened  and bew ilde red  old man fo rced  h im se lf to  
his feet, and as he was shaking  w ith  fear, crossed 
h im se lf a few  tim es, each tim e  praying and p lead ing  
w ith  H is God to  te ll him w hat it was th e  boy had 
done.

The next a fte rnoon, Sam uel sat aga in  at the  back 
doo r and tw o  m ore b lue-c lo thed  men arrived . Sam ­
uel stood up as fast as his age a llow ed, and to ld  
them  the boy had not returned. One m an ’s face  
softened s lig h tly  as he saw the te rr ifie d  look in the 
o ld  m an ’s eyes.

“ You w an t to  know  w hy we are look ing  fo r h im ? ”  
Sam uel nodded slow ly.

Sonny had been found v is iting  a w h ite  wom an 
every n igh t in her fla t in lllovo , Johannesburg. Son­
ny had b roken the  s trongest, perhaps, of a ll the 
aparthe id  laws— the Im m ora lity  A ct. For th is  Sonny 
w ou ld  a lm ost c e rta in ly  be condem ned to  death, but 
if he cou ld  lay hands on a good law yer he m ight 
ju s t be sen tenced to life  im p risonm en t so tha t he 
need not w orry.

The o ld  man fe ll to  his knees and, ho ld ing  his 
head in his hands, show ered the  hard, un re len ting  
g round w ith  his b itte r  tears. There was no anger in 
his be ing, no r any res igna tion . A ll th a t the re  re­
m ained in him was a to rm en ted  soul and a ques­
tio n in g  of w here  he had gone w rong  in his b ring ing  
up of the  boy.

He w ent dow n on his knees and prayed, and th is  
tim e he fe lt he had rece ived an answer. He sat up, 
overjoyed, and pra ised God, fo r  now, w hatever 
m ight happen to  the boy, he knew  tha t Sonny was 
innocent, fo r he knew  also, th a t it is no c rim e  to 
love som eone, w ha tever th e ir  race m ight be. W ith 
a refreshed and renew ed soul, he c losed  the back 
d o o r fo r ever.

Jean Barry, Std. 8.

INNOCENCE

Softly,
as the  go lden  rays of m orn ing 
w ing  the earth
and aw aken the  tim e less  s lum be r of the past vo id—• 
A tin y
H appiness ,peeps at
the w orld  th rough  a b lanke t of
c u r io s i t y -
P ra is ing  the lig h t of the new day from  its bed 
of rad ian t co lour.

Jean Barry, Std. 8.
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THE SOUTHERN C IRCUIT RACE 
(This essay won a First Prize in the Senior Section 

of the Navy League Essay Competition)

Crash! Bang! I woke up from  a deep sleep to  hear 
cups and cu tle ry  c la tte rin g  and fa llin g  about. For 
a m om ent I d id  not rea lise  w here I was, but when I 
sat up and looked around, I knew.

E xactly  th ree  weeks p rev iously  I had seen an 
adve rtisem ent in the new spaper w h ich  had made 
my eyes gleam . A  g ir l w ho cou ld  cook, sew and 
find  her sea legs qu ick ly  was wanted to  jo in  the 
c rew  of a ya tch t sa iling  in a race. The yach t was the 
60 foo t s loop  “ SEAFARER” . The race was the Sou­
thern  C ircu it Race in w h ich  16 c ra ft w ere rac ing 
across the oceans of the S outhern  H em isphere. I 
was very lucky in be ing se lected  to  jo in  the crew .

The day of the  race  daw ned fine. A t fifteen  hun­
dred hours, the  s ta rting  cannon was fired  and all 
16 boats le ft Cape Town fo r  Sydney w ith  a fa ir  w ind.

The sk ip p e r dec ided  tha t we w ou ld  head South 
tow a rds  the  favourab le  W este rly  w inds w h ich  w ould  
beg in  to  be found at about la titude  38 S, sem e tw o 
hundred and fo rty  m iles south of Cape Town.

As we approached  our la titude, the w ind began 
m aking from  the w est m ore and m ore s trong ly  un til 
it was b low ing  a steady 30 knots. A t th is  po in t we 
bore  off to  an easterly  course, heading s lig h tly  be­
low  our p rope r course  fo r A us tra lia  so tha t we were 
converg ing  on to  la titude  40 S. As we progressed 
the w ind  was increas ing  and the  seas becom ing  
m ore tu rb u le n t and b igge r in size. We w ere now in 
the  R oaring Forties.

We had reduced canvas and were dow n to a 
s torm  m ainsa il and storm  sp innaker and it was th is  
tha t had w oken me. The cres ts  of the sw e lls  were 
about tw o  hundred  m etres apart and the va lleys in 
between were 12 to 15 m etres be low  the crests. One 
tended to lose w ind in the va lleys but it w ou ld  hit 
w ith  a te rr ify in g  fo rce  as the sw ell passed under the 
sh ip  and the  sa ils  fille d . Th is  con tinued  fo r th ree  
weeks un til we a lte red  course  to  m ake up to 
Sydney.

T h irty  tw o  days a fte r leaving Cape Town we 
arrived in Sydney, w here we found tha t a lthough  we 
w ere  on ly  fifth  in w e had a good chance  of being 
p laced firs t on hand icap .

A fte r tw o  w eeks in Sydney, we s tarted o ir on the 
longest leg of the  race to  Rio de Jane iro . The pas­
sage from  Sydney to  New Zea land  is noted fo r the 
sudden sto rm s tha t sp ring  up and fo r us the re  was 
no excep tion . One n igh t we were b low n a lm ost fla t 
by a sudden squa ll com ing  from  a d iffe re n t d irec tion . 
However, having passed New Zealand, we had 
s teady w inds and good weather.

U pperm ost in everyone ’s m ind, however, was the 
o rdea l of Cape Horn. We arrived  at, and rounded 
Cape Horn, however, in the sam e w onderfu l c o n d i­
tio n s  we had been expe rienc ing  du ring  the past 
fo u r weeks.

In the lee of the South A m erican  con tin en t we 
found  m uch lig h te r w inds and adverse cu rren ts  but 
even tua lly  we arrived in Rio de Jane iro  43 days out 
from  Sydney.

A fte r tw o  w eeks in Rio, we le ft fo r  the  sho rtes t leg 
of the  race but we w ould  have to  sa il hard because

we had s lipped  back to  fourth  p lace  on handicap . 
One m orn ing  we w oke up and found a schoo l of 
porpo ises p laying in fro n t of the yacht. They were 
fasc ina ting  and du ring  the th ree  days they stayed 
w ith  us, we go t to  know  them  qu ite  well.

A fte r 24 days at sea we sa iled  in to  T ab le  Bay, 
com ing  second overa ll.

So we com p le ted  a fabu lous sa iling  experience  
w h ich  has rea lly  w hetted my appe tite  fo r m ore yach t­
ing adventures!

E rica  Graham , Std. 8.

THE YACHT ‘RED EM U”

The “ Red Em u”  was lying beca lm ed in the “ Horse 
La titud e s", and had been fo r the  last week. The 
crew  w ere ravenous and had been liv ing  on Wat- 
ney ’s Red, or p lay ing  ca rds and sm oking  c iga re ttes  
fo r tha t tim e. O wing to  th is  m ost p e cu lia r d ie t they 
were p rone to ex trem e ly  irra tio n a l actions. A das­
ta rd ly  gang of m an-eating fish, tired  from  th e ir  game 
of Russian rou le tte , swam  p lay fu lly  up to  the “ Red 
E m u” and view ed her and the c rew  w ith  hungry in­
terest. A fte r a heated a rgum ent, they dec ided  to 
fe tch th e ir  fish ing  lines, ke tchup, ham burgers and 
K entucky fried  ch icken , so tha t they cou ld  go 
“ m enn ing ".

A fte r fe tch ing  th e ir  “ m enning e q u ip m e n t”  they 
swam  back to  the “ Red Em u”  w ith  m a lic ious  g rins  
on th e ir  sca ly  coun tenances w h ile  they p lay fu lly  
jabbed  one a no the r w ith  th e ir  seaweed and bone 
fish ing -lines. W hen they w ere re la tive ly  c lose  to 
the “ Red E m u" they th readed the ba it (ham burge rs  
and K entucky fried  ch icke n ) on to  the iish in g  lines. 
W ith an expert f lip  of th e ir  bony fins, they cast 
these d e lica c ie s  on to  the deck.

The crew , w ho had spent m ost of the  n igh t d r in k ­
ing, w ere ly ing  in an in tox ica ted  s tupo r and not 
w anting  to  wake up and find  the hunger pa ins of the 
prev ious day s till heavy on them . In the end it was 
the sk ip p e r w ho even tua lly  w ent up to  th e  deck. He 
was a scraw ny man w ith  a red m oustache and beard, 
and he looked very m uch like a lobster. The sk ippe r 
looked at the  ba it fo r a fu ll few  m inutes before  he 
rea lised  w hat it was. The rea lisa tion  ga lvan ised 
him  in to action  and he rushed dow n the com pan ion- 
way in to  the  cab in  to  te ll the  rest o f the  crew . A fte r 
hearing  th is  in c re d ib le  news, they eyed him  w ith  
d isbe lie f, very m uch w ish ing  th a t he was the an im al 
he so m uch resem bled.

E ventua lly  they agreed to  go up to  the deck  ju s t 
to  humou,' the sk ippe r. They lum bered  up to  the 
deck d ec la im ing  that the  sk ippe r was mad. As soon 
as they caught s ig h t of the Kentucky fried  ch icken  
and ham burgers ap p e tis ing ly  po ised on the  edge of 
the  deck they ju s t stood in d isbe lie f, and when the 
c ircum stances  had reg is te red , they jo s tle d  and 
spraw led  v io le n tly  tow a rds  the  da in ties . The sk ippe r 
b it firs t and tw o  inches of bone em bedded itse lf in to 
his pa la te. H is scream  was a m ix ture  o f de lig h t 
m ing led  w ith  su rp rise  at the pain in the b ack  of his 
th roa t. The o thers fo llow ed  him , and w ere s im u ltane ­
ously  caught by the c rue l “ m en n e rfish " to  d isappear 
in to  the shadow y dep ths forever.

M argare t Adam , Std. 8.
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THE ABANDONED YACHT

The day on w h ich  “ The P rin ce ss" was to  take  off 
fo r the e xo tic  Is le  of Perlos, o u r cap ta in  G lenn 
Hughes w ho was the on ly  experienced  yachtsm an 
am ong us, was im patien t to  ca tch  the h igh tid e  so 
as to  m ake it across the  sand-bank. Our c rew  were 
ju s t as anx ious to  beg in  th e ir  adventures across the 
m ysterious A tla n tic  and d id  not pay heed to the 
fa c t th a t the w ho le  idea had on ly  been form ed a 
w eek be fo re  by G lenn, w ho had dec ided  his lu xu ri­
ous yach t needed exe rc ise  and his five personal 
fr iends, h is m istress of the m om ent inc luded , de­
served a w ell-earned ho liday. Th is  w as the reason 
fo r the happy ga the ring  aboard “ The P rincess”  on 
S eptem ber 12th, 1972.

For the  firs t few  days the  seas rem ained re la tive ly  
ca lm  and the exc ited  and m erry party  con tinued  
th e ir  litt le  gam es on deck (and  be low ) not know ing  
th e  events tha t the fu tu re  held in s to re  fo r them . 'The 
c rew  cons is is ted  of G lenn, T racey Reeves and her 
husband, Je lf, Rosem ary W heeler and her lov ing and 
unsuspecting  husband A rthu r. The o ther m em ber, 
the  cook, was fo r  pu re ly  func tion a l purposes w ithou t 
soc ia l s ta tus in ou r lives. As I te ll th is  story, I re­
m ain the on ly  c lue  le ft to  the  puzzle w h ich  was 
found  floa ting , und is tu rbed  in ca lm  seas, in the 
A tla n tic .

O vern igh t we ran in to  bad w ea ther and the  aw fu l, 
b rew ing  sto rm  exp loded . The seas seem ed to  com e 
from  every angle, steep w a lls  b reak ing  over deck 
and the  unsuspecting  “ P rincess”  took  a heavy 
pound ing . T he ir d ream s having been spo ilt, Jeff, 
T racey and A rth u r re tired  to  th e ir  cab ins. Unused to  
the e rra tic  nature  of the  sea, they a ll th ree  becam e 
seas ick  and I found m yself nurs ing  the  w hite-faced 
and fr igh tened  pa tients. Rosem ary rem ained w ith  
G lenn at the  w heel and behaved as if the  sto rm  had 
been arranged fo r her spec ia l en te rta inm en t. She 
s im p ly  adored ga les and s to rm s and it was im pos­
s ib le  to  keep her in her cab in .

A rthur, Je ff and T racey cam e up w illin g ly  on deck 
fo r fresh a ir a fte r th ree  days and it was not long 
a fte rw ards th a t I heard shouts, the runn ing  of feet, 
and c a lls  of “ man o ve rb o a rd ” . W hat I f irs t no ticed  
when I cam e up on deck was the change of co lo u r 
of the sea. I very soon de te rm ined  tha t th is  m olten 
brass co lo u r at the  s ide of the  yach t was caused by 
the m ing ling  of b lood  w ith  the w ater. G lenn had 
fa llen  overboard  and the appetites  of the ever- 
hungry  sharks  had been fu lfille d  fo r  the tim e  being.

We w ere unable  to  find  tim e to  m ourn over the 
m is fo rtune  of G lenn because  ou r own fa te  w as fo re ­
m ost in ou r m inds. W ithou t G lenn, ou r know ledge  
of sa iling  d id  no t ex is t, and a fte r a few  fu tile  a t­
tem pts  to  m ain ta in  the  fu n c tion in g  of the  eng ine we 
a llow ed  ourse lves to  d r ift  in the choppy w aters. The 
food  supp ly  g rew  short and we w ere fo rced  to 
ra tion  ourse lves un til th is  rem a in ing  supp ly  too  ran 
out. T h is  was the  reason fo r  the exc ited  behaviour 
o f “ the c re w ’’ when we spo tted  an is land in the d is ­
tance. Rosem ary had taken  charge  of the  o ther 
m em bers s ince  the absence of G lenn and dec ided  
tha t they w ou ld  a ll go across to  the  is land in the 
rubber d inghy. I refused to  be invo lved in th is  d e c i­
s ion because of the  cross cu rre n ts  and high waves

w h ich  presented an extrem e danger. A ccom pan ied  
by my pro tests, they set off on th e ir  p itifu l jou rney 
and w ere never seen again.

I rem em bered the saying “ P atience is a v ir tu e ” 
and w a ited  un til the  yach t d rifted  near to  shore. As 
I com e to the end of my story, w h ich  I te ll to  my 
son, I dream  beautifu l though ts  of the  b lack-lim bed 
w ife  tha t was once  mine.

G lynn is U nderh ill, Std. 8. 

BUTTERFLY
Hold

a bu tterfly ,
and you hold in your 

q u ive ring  hands . . .
F lee ting  perfec tion .

Terry L loyd-R oberts, Std. 9.

REALISATION

The coo l o f the  fo rest ca lm ed me.
Long needles o f ligh t
had only ju s t found th e ir  way
to  the ferned floo r,
w here they ga thered  the leaves, sew ing them  into a 

fra g ile  net 
of go ld .
As I w a tched, 
a reynard, w ith  bu rn ing  ta il 
s ta lked  past me.

A scream  
shattered 
the
s ilence
in to  a m osaic
of
fire.

The rab it lay am ong the leaves.
S tunned, I tu rned
th rough  the d im  co lum ns of shade, g rop ing  to  under­

stand.
Then,
deep in the d e lica te  filig re e  o f a fa llen  trunk, 
the  s ilky  tube  of an o iled  snake 
lay co iled .
Sun g leam ed on g ilded  sca les 
and g lassy eyes.

My bra in  stuck.

Then
so fast I cou ld  not fo llo w  it, 
th is  sh in ing  thread 
s lid  over the b lack rot 
in to  a hole, 
snatched
at a sm all egg —  co rn -flow e r co lou red  
and was gone.

I stood bew ilde red , 
then tu rned  and m oved away 
from  the  refuge of the  trees, 
to  stare  at the g leam  o f steel 
fa r
on the horizon.

L. Beer, Std. 9.
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TH E PROBLEMS OF BOOKS

C iv ilisa tion  today is heading fo r a m a jo r c ris is . 
And, w hat is worse, we are unaw are of it, to  such 
an extent tha t we encourage  it. But I feel tha t the 
tim e  has com e when th is  “ e n lig h te n e d ”  age should 
be made fu lly  consc ious  of th is  ev il in fluence  and 
s tifle  it, be fore  it is too  late! Th is  Evil is: The p ro b ­
lem s of books.

"W ha t p rob lem s?" you w ill gasp, abashed. This 
proves tha t men have lived in d isastrous igno rance  
ever s ince  G utenburg  screw ed the last bo lt into 
p lace. The fac t is tha t books are add ic tive . I m yself 
know  of at least a hundred m ain-liners. And how 
many of us can honestly  survive w ithou t books? 
C iv ilisa tion  depends on them , and no-one can argue 
th a t such a deep dependence  is a good th ing.

From our ch ildhood  we are gu ided by add ic ts  to  
be lieve tha t to  survive one m ust be educated  by 
read ing. Away w ith  ins tinc t! A  d ir ty  w ord, “ fo r the 
b ird s ”  exc lus ive ly . Learn ing  is “ the scene ” . Look at 
the  resu lts! Instead of a deve lopm ent of you r own 
and em otions you are in fluenced  by what o thers 
w rite . N ations o f sheep em erge, incapab le  of fo rm ­
ing th e ir own op in ions, fo llo w in g  b lin d ly  w hat the 
last man w rote, and crav ing  fo r more.

A few  sensitive , consc ie n tiou s  hom ines sap ientes 
rebel aga inst th is  unnatu ra l des ire  to  learn, but 
they m eet such oppos ition  th a t the  m a jo rity  tu rn  to 
books to  be ‘ ‘w ith  it ” , because of fo rce  (usua lly  
p a re n ta l) , o r to  get away from  it a ll.

Books not on ly  in fluence  thought, but ac tions  as 
w e ll. They g ive a man am b ition  to be above his fel­
low  men! The resu lt is that the a d d ic t ru les the n o r­
mal man w ho has not “ b low n in s tin c t”  fo r the sake 
o f “ ge tting  h ig h ” . A sad sta te  of a ffa irs!

As fo r the  pushers, com m on ly  know n as authors, 
they are becom ing  m ore and m ore p ro lific . It is a 
w e ll-pa id  jo b  if they can succeed in hook ing  the 
pub lic  on th e ir  own brand of novel. And as the de­
mand is so great, th is  is no longer an art.

Books are a c rim in a l o ffence, and shou ld  be ban­
ned, be ing in flu e n tia l to  the n a tio n ’s de trim en t. You, 
the  reader, have ju s t proved th is  by read ing  th is  
essay.

Dawn G árisch, Std. 9.

MEMORY

A cat w alked on th is  page,
Just as I was try ing  to  rem em ber 
How you left.
And I tr ie d  to  put it in to  w ords;
But these fo rgo tten  fo o tp rin ts  describe  it best
How you le ft
On silen t, fo rgo tten  feet
Leaving on ly  a m em ory
prin ted
on my m ind.

L. Beer, Std. 9.

RAIN

It ra ined yesterday;
and I fe lt like  danc ing  w ith  the ra ind rops 
as they flow ed th rough  me;
I laughed yesterday 
as the ra ind rops  dappled  
my sm iling  face
and danced on the  earth at my feet.

D. W estcott, Std. 9.

FLOOD

M arjo rie  w as a sen tim en ta l w om an, too  sen tim en­
ta l her husband thought, rem em bering  the  loud 
em otiona l sobb ing  w h ich  was a regu la r fea ture  at 
the loca l c inem a and the cease less sobb ing  over 
som e book. But a lthough he laughed at her and 
gen tly  teased her about th is  w eakness, he pam pered 
her, buying the “ soppy”  s to ries  she loved, fo r  as he 
said, she was a good w ife  to  him.

She in her tu rn  bore  w ith  his weakness and d id  
the household  w ork w illin g ly  fo r she adored him . In 
sp ite  of th e ir  litt le  fa ilin g s  and troub les, the litt le  
house ran sm oo th ly  as if it w ere  on wheels. T he ir 
c rops  w ere regu la r and good and a lthough  they were 
not wealthy, they had enough.

The fie lds  ou ts ide  were green and w h ile  the w in ­
te r ra ins ba ttered  on the ou ts ide  tha tch, ins ide  the 
fire  was bu rn ing  b righ tly . They lived th e ir  life  w ith  
the occas iona l ou ting  o r tiff, but on the  w ho le  as 
con ten ted ly  and as regu la rly  as a c liche .

And then the floods  cam e . . .

T ragedy s truck  the sm all fa rm  and the nearby 
d w e llings , when the  usua lly  gen tle  m eandering  rive r 
burst its banks and covered the green fe rtile  land 
w ith  the red b lood  of the earth.

The roads w ere im passab le  and the land was 
covered  in treacherous, eddying  w ater. The w orld  
seemed b ig g e r now as the land becam e one large 
expanse of w a ter but M arjo rie  d id  not know  how 
sm all it was to  becom e.

One day when Peter was out do ing  sa lvage w ork 
on the farm , try ing  to  save a cow  from  d row n ing  he 
s lipped and fe ll in to  the river. He was caught by a 
cu rren t and sw ept away.

They found  the  body a few  hours la te r and noted 
the unusual se ren ity  on the  face of the  drow ned 
man.

But when they to ld  M arjo rie  about her husband ’s 
death, she was s ilen t. And they fe lt s trange ly  moved 
as they looked at the face  of the wom an w ho cou ld  
not cry.

Joseph ine  Frater, Std. 9.
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DOCILITY
(This essay won the United Building Society Award 

in “ Dialogue” )

A litt le  ic ic le  of su n lig h t s lipped  th rough  the w in ­
dow , s lid  over the pock-m arked s ill and fe ll to  the 
tlo o r in a pale ye llow  streak. The ca t h iccupped , 
then ha lf c losed  its eyes in be fudd lem ent.

“ Oh, how u n d ig n ifie d !”  c ried  the  g ir l a t the  far 
side  of the room . “ D on ’t you th in k  it so und ign ified  
of a cat to  d o  that, M atthew ?”  M atthew  was s ilen t; 
the  g ir l ’s ou traged cry had d is tu rbed  the  e qu ilib rium  
of his though ts  and he hung suspended. “ N o,”  he 
said, a t length, “ I th in k  it looks m ore d ig n ifie d  now 
than eve r.”  They con tem p la ted  the cat fo r a few 
seconds; it was com p le te ly  ob liv ious  of be ing ta lked 
about.

“ It looks like  you ,”  said D om in ique  at last; her 
m outh tw itch e d  s lig h tly  a t the  co rne rs  w ith  d isgust 
. . . “ Q u ite  ab su rd ,”  she added, and reg re tted  it 
im m ed ia te ly . M atthew  stood up and sauntered across 
to  the cat; it lay in the p iece  of b righ tness and he 
stood over it so th a t th e  sun shot in shafts up his 
legs like  co ld  flam e. It was true  th a t he looked like  
a cat. He had an a ir o f in fin ite ly  so ft d ign ity , sug ­
gesting  th a t w ha tever he d id  w ou ld  be ju s tifie d ; he 
was w hat he was. He fa lte red . Then he tu rned  rn d  
sat dow n again, and the cat, hearing  a c la tte r in 
the k itchen  ha lf tw is ted  itse lf in the a ir and streaked 
th rough  the door.

“ W hat vu lga rity . The abso lu te  ep ito m e !”  cried 
D om in ique  tr ium phan tly ; her vo ice  sounded like  the 
c ry  of a strange  b ird , w e ird  and inhum an. M atthew  
looked at her; she w as rea lly  so beautifu l, so in fin ite ­
ly da rk  and b righ t, so very ind ig n a n t and perp lexed  
by everyth ing . They a ttrac ted  and repe lled  each 
o ther.

He ignored  her and p icked  up a snu ffbox from  the 
tab le  beside him  and rubbed the carved w ooden 
lid. D om in ique  was look ing  at him ; she fe lt she 
shou ld  have apo log ised ; she knew  she ought to  but 
cou ld  not. Her eyes g low ered  unhapp ily  and she 
though t she w ou ld  d ie  of hu m ilia tion  because he 
w ou ld  not speak; but s till she cou ld  not b ring  her­
se lf to  apo log ise. M atthew  finge red  the b lun t little  
knobs on the snu ffbox and im agined  tha t “ the  ep i­
to m e " m ust be like  the t ip  of a pyram id, so sharp 
and b righ t th a t to  touch  it w ith  on e ’s fin g e r w ou ld  
leave a tin y  bu rn ing  sensation at the  tip .

“ Look,”  he said, “ d o e sn ’t th is  look as though it 
w ere  m ade by a S w ede?”  He had put the box down 
and was show ing  her the tiny, su ccu le n t c lu s te r of 
a desert rose tha t stood on the w indow  s ill. So per­
fe c t in its s im p lic ity , it looked as though  it were 
made of a g reen ish  p u rp le  opal, rouged on the so ft­
ened po in ted  tip s  of the  leaves, then  dusted  over 
w ith  pew ter. The g ir l was su llen . “ I th in k  i t ’s ug ly—  
pe rfe c tly  h ideous, and you w ere bound to  like  it.”  
She cou ld  not be lieve th a t she cou ld  sound so petu­
lant, ye t she cou ld  not p reven t he rse lf from  speak­
ing to  hu rt him . She saw tha t he was rubb ing  the 
to p  o f the r id icu lo u s  lit t le  box again and it irrita ted  
her. M atthew  fe lt the litt le  bum ps aga in . He hated 
the w ay D om in ique  m ust a lw ays b lu n t the  “ e p ito m e ”  
fo r him , the w ay she m ust cap tu re  and rub down, 
everyth ing  b righ t and in fin ite  w ith  her w ords  because 
it destroyed fo r  him  a p leasure th a t she cou ld  not

understand  w e ll enough to  share. She was qu ite  
fra il though, and perhaps she was tired , so  he said 
no th ing  and knew he was lying.

The s ilence  was qu ite  ruby red w ith  ha tred. M at­
thew  go t up and fe tched his coa t from  the  hall; he 
cou ld  not bear it any longe r and he cou ld  not trus t 
h im se lf to  speak fo r she w ou ld  know  how  he was 
had been and she d id  not look up. He guessed she 
c rum b ling , so he fre tted  in te rn a lly  and to rtu red  h im ­
se lf w ith  se lf abuse fo r le tting  her destroy  him  w ith  
her ch ild ish  rebukes. He looked in at the  door. 
“ G oodbye ,”  he said, and invo lu n ta rily  a litt le  sm ile  
c rep t to  his lips. The g ir l was s ittin g  w here the sun 
was about to  cry  because her eyes g lin ted , faceted. 
He softened; she was such a ch ild  rea lly; so he left 
her.

The evening was fros ty  and a c h illy  m ist was 
suspended ju s t above the  ground. The trees looked 
co ld  and were b lue in the  ligh t. M atthew  s tuck his 
hands in his pocke ts  and sh ivered. He was s till 
sh ive ring  when he reached the top  of the  s treet. He 
w ou ld  not shut h im self in h is room  and d rin k  h im self 
to  sleep, he thought, th a t was too  sord id , and be­
sides, he d id n ’t  m uch care  fo r d rink . He w ou ld  . . . 
he d id n ’t know  . . . s leep if he cou ld . The sm ile  was 
s till on his lips and he w ondered  if the  fro s t w ou ld  
se ttle  on them  eventua lly .

Ju lia  Paley, Std. 10.

“W UTHERING H EIG HTS”
Emily Bronte's use of nature in the book.

C harlo tte  B rontë  described  her s is te r's  novel as 
“ m oorish  and w ild , as kno tty  as a roo t o f h e a th ” .

Indeed the w ild , untam ed m oors p lay an a ll- im p o r­
tan t part in the novel, se rv ing  not as a m ere back­
ground, but be ing the very sp ir it of the  characte rs.

Em ily B ron te  dream s up a w o rld  of her own as 
the se tting  of he r book. The tw o  houses, W uthering  
Heights and T h rushcross G range, seem tw o  very 
d is tan t p laces, separated by the  vast, tem pestuous 
m oorland , and yet they are s tran g e ly  iso la ted, cu t 
o ff from  ou r o rd in a ry  w orld . This a lone lends cre ­
dence  to  the story.

The s to ry itse lf is b rough t about by the e lem ents 
when a snow -storm  fo rces Mr. Lockw ood to  spend 
the n igh t at W uthe ring  Heights, w here his cu rios ity  
is a roused by a dream  in w h ich  C a th e rin e ’s sp ir it 
begs him  to  le t her in. In rea lity , th is  “ g h o s t”  is a 
b ranch  brush ing  aga inst the  w indow -pane in the 
rush ing w ind.

One is a lw ays consc ious  of the  dom ina ting  s p ir it 
of the coun trys ide , co ns tan tly  a ffec ting , c o n tro llin g  
and em phasis ing  the  d ram a of hum an em otion. 
There is a v io le n t thunde rs to rm  the n igh t on w h ich  
H e a thc liff d isappears, and the re  is a m elancho ly, 
au tum na l a tm osphere  when Cathy is upset at the 
p rospec t of her fa th e r's  approach ing  death, w h ich  
b rings  a w in te r in to  her life . The e lem en ts  p lay an 
essentia l part in expressing the m oods o f the cha rac­
ters, both s to rm y and ca lm .

T houghou t the novel, E m ily  B ro n të ’s p ra c tica l 
theory  is re ite ra ted. H ea th c liff and C atherine, both 
passionate , in tense and s to rm y people, are incom ­
pa tib le  w ith  the  m ore conserva tive  ch a rac te rs  of 
ca lm , Isabel and Edgar. Because the  a ffin itive  sp ir its
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are separated, d isha rm ony reigns.
A t the  end of the  novel the re  is the  suggestion  

tha t the  tw o  ch ild ren  of love, w ith  m ixed sp ir its  of 
ca lm  and storm , Cathy and Hareton, w ill restore  the 
na tura l harm ony and find eventua l peace in life  
together.

C atherine is obsessed w ith  the m oors because 
they fo rm  her very nature, and d u ring  her long i l l­
ness she cannot bear to  rem ain c losed w ith in  the 
house. “ I w ish I w ere out of doors! I w ish I w ere a 
g ir l again, ha lf savage and hardy, and free  . . .  I’m 
sure I shou ld  be m yself w ere I once  am ong the 
hea ther on those  h ills .”

H eathc liff, too, is an em bod im en t of the  v io len t, 
tu rb u le n t m oors, and when he is dy ing  “ the room 
was fille d  w ith  the dam p, m ild  a ir o f the  c loudy  even­
ing; and so s till, tha t not on ly  the  m urm ur o f the 
beck down G im m erton  was d is tingu ishab le , but its 
r ipp les  and its g u rg lin g s  over the pebbles, or 
th rough  the la rge s tones w h ich  it cou ld  not co ve r." 
In sp ite  o f his nature, one does not condem n him 
fo r what he does— it appears to  be the d riv ing  fo rce  
o f th e  m oor sp ir it th a t com pe ls  him to do so.

Em ily B ron te 's  d e sc rip tio n s  of nature are not ver­
bose by any means, but th e ir  s im p lic ity  and the 
econom y o f w ords co n ju re  up an a tm osphere  w h ich  
is s trange ly  tang ib le . It is a lm ost as if the characte rs  
of the book are pa lpab le  fo rm s of the  e lem ents, 
sp ir its  th a t w ill be free on ly  when th e ir  human 
bod ies re tu rn  to  the dust o f the m oors.

A fitt in g  end ing  to  the  novel tha t is so in tense ly 
concerned  w ith  nature  is Mr. Lo ckw o o d ’s last v is it 
to  the k irk ; the  fina l ca lm  in the  s to rm -sw ept lives of 
the  characte rs . " I lingered  round them , u nder that 
ben ign  sky; w atched the m oths flu tte rin g  am ong the 
heath and harebe lls , lis tened  to  the so ft w ind  b rea th ­
ing th rough  the  grass, and w ondered  how  anyone 
cou ld  ever im agine unquie t s lum bers fo r the  s leepers 
in th a t qu ie t e a rth .”

Nature is the dom ina ting  fo rce  of the  novel, the 
d riv in g  pow er beh ind the m otives and passions of 
a ll the  m ain characte rs.

G aile  Parkin, Std. 10.

FREAKS

The sky was som eth ing  tha t T urne r m ight have 
pa in ted , a fte r the ligh tn in g  and the m ushroom s and 
p la te  fungus arose in bubbles on the trees by the 
w a te rfa ll. They w ere pale honey-co loured  and spa t­
te red  w ith  w h ite  as though a ca lf had sneezed m ilk  
on them , then licked  the cream y sk in  of the  g ir l 
w ho  sp lashed in the stream . She was spattered w ith  
mud and was a lte rna te ly  p ick in g  off the heads of 
the  bu lrushes, th row ing  them  on the d ry  stones and 
at th e  man lean ing aga ins t a tree  on the bank, and 
ge tting  m ore spa ttered . The man was chew ing  a 
reed and tea ring  the frayed ends of the  s ta lk  a ll the 
way up so tha t when he held it up to  the  ligh t, he 
cou ld  see a ll the  vessels, transpa ren t as green 
glass.

“ You look like  a speck led  to a d .”  He took  the 
reed from  his m outh and th rew  the m angled green 
th ing  in to  the water. “ Turn round, le t me see if you 
have toady eyes.”  The g ir l tu rned  around and stood

sm iling  at him ; her long co tton  sk irt was h itched  up 
but it was w et a ll the  same; it was a ll she w ore  and 
she was pregnant.

“ H ere?”  She touched  her forehead and w ater 
ran dow n her nose.

“ Y es ," he said, “ L ike a cyc lops, a jew e lle d , peb­
bly cyc lops. You w ould  make a very good to a d .”

The g ir l shaded her eyes w ith  her hands and 
looked tow ards the h ill. There was an o ld  stone 
house on the  top  and the side  of the h ill con tinued  
for a hundred yards a round it and fe ll abrup tly . She 
cou ld  see people  tend ing  the vege tab le  pa tches at 
the back and far, fa r beyond peop le  w o rk ing  in the 
fie lds; som e of them  were m aking the ir way th rough 
the sodden w heat tow ards the house. They were 
s till in the process of laying it over the ricks; per­
haps it had been ru ined ; one man was lead ing a 
huge chestnu t d ray and even from  here she cou ld  
see the rain g lis ten ing  on his flanks  and w a te rd rops 
fly ing  from  his ta il when he flic ke d  it. She turned 
tow ards the man; he was lean ing aga inst the  tree  
s till, w ith  one  leg draw n up and the  o ther s tre tched  
in to  the w ater in an a p p rop ria te  Robin Hood a ttitude . 
He was chew ing  ano the r reed.

“ Do you th in k  the  rain w ill have sp o ilt the w hea t? ”
Her com pan ion  d id n ’t answ er her; it was not w orth  

w orry ing  about w he ther the c rop  was sp o ilt or not, 
he though t; he had o ther th ings  to w orry about. He 
though t he w ou ld  let everyone e lse w orry  fo r him 
fo r a change and perhaps the  com m une w ou ld  find 
som e o ther way of supporting  itse lf d u ring  the  w in ­
ter; it a lw ays d id . He looked at the g ir l w ho w ould  
have his ch ild . He had never fe lt the  necess ity  of 
m arriage  and at the  com m une one d id  not need the 
form al cerem ony; it was an accep ted  th ing . Yet the 
household  had acqu ired  the repu ta tion  am ongst the 
ne ighbouring  fa rm s of a p rom iscuous com m unity . 
A lleg e d ly  they w ere  g row ing  op ium  and one ne igh­
bour even dec la red  that they had p ractised  w itc h ­
c ra ft on her cat. G regory  d id  not care ; they cou ld  
th in k  w hat they liked . He stood up.

“ Come, toad, w e ’ ll go  up now, it ’s nearly  tea- 
tim e .”  The g ir l sp lashed out of the  stream  and c o l­
lected the bu lrushes and the tw o m ade th e ir  way up 
the red earth  road tow ards the fa rm house, the g ir l ’s 
heavy breasts sw ing ing . It was qu ite  co ld  suddenly. 
They both fe lt it as they w ent to  jo in  the  rest o f the 
com m une, the freaks, the  d rop -ou ts  of soc ie ty , in 
th e ir  com m unal “ freak-house ” .

Ju lia  Paley, Std. 10.

TIN GODS

S lum ped over the w ooden counte r, he a lte rna te ly  
screw ed up his eyes and stre tched  them  as w ide 
open as he cou ld , pu lling  absurd faces in the p ro ­
cess. A  g rim y  f in g e r traced  the w h ite  c irc u la r s ta ins 
le ft by g lasses over the years, and topp led  in to  the 
ho les in the  pock-m arked, irre g u la r surface. The 
co u n te r was g rim y w ith  the sw eeping of sweaty arm s 
and sp illed  d rinks, the dank a tm osphere  heavy 
w ith  beery body-odour. He heard sna tches of o thers ' 
conversa tion :

‘ ‘ I’m te llin g  you, he ’s th e  k ind  w hat ca lls  a spade 
a spade.”  “ No, he doesn 't he ca lls  it a b loody
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shove l,”  and the riba ld  gu ffaw s rang out yet again.
Annoyed, he w renched h im self from  the coun te r 

and staggered  ou ts ide. M issing his foo ting , he s lip ­
ped in the g u tte r and lay there , m om enta rily  con ­
cussed. He w atched a stream  of b lood  from  his 
gashed lip  m ing le  w ith  the d irty  w a te r and tr ic k le  
away.

“ Oh G od!”  he though t, ‘ ‘w hy the  he ll do I d rink  
so m uch?”  He peered cu riou s ly  at the tin  can he 
s till held in his hand.

“ I’d be tte r m ove— co p s ’ ll be a long soon ," he 
th o ug h t s low ly, and lifted  h is head hes itan tly  from  
the gutter, open ing  his m outh to let the w ate r tr ic k le  
out. As though in pa in , he raised h im self on hands 
and knees, and craw led  fo rw ard . M aud lin  tea rs  be­
gan seep ing  from  h is a lready red-rim m ed eyes.

"O h  God, oh G od ,”  he m uttered con tinuous ly .
A b lack-boo ted , long-ha ired  h ipp ie  de tached h im ­

se lf from  the lam p-post across the road and s tro lled  
tow a rds  him . C iga re tte  stub p ro trud ing  p roud ly  from 
the co rn e r of h is m outh, the h ipp ie  laughed m ock­
ing ly, lifted  his booted leg and overtu rned  the d runk. 
He searched the pocke ts  de ftly , but found  no th ing . 
W ith  a fin a l d isgusted  k ick , he sw aggered  off.

A fte r a w h ile , the  d runk began to  craw l again. 
Fan tastic  h a llu c in a tion s  conv inced  him tha t he was 
be ing pursued, and he scram b led  a long hastily, 
com ica lly , p a the tica lly  on a ll fours, w eep ing  b roken­
ly, head hanging.

He found h im se lf en tering  a da rk  a lley, w h ich 
sm elt fou lly . He s low ed his pace som ew hat, and 
tr ied  to  gaze around, but his eye lids  w ere sw o llen  
and his v is ion  b lu rred .

He leapt sidew ays, hare-like , when a bo ttle  ro lled  
aga ins t his hand, and scream ed b roken ly  when a 
lagged  new spaper w ound itse lf about his legs. His 
m ind swam , and fra n tica lly  he sought refuge.

H is g ro p in g  hands encoun te red  som eth ing  hard, 
co ld  and uny ie ld ing . It extended up and up and up. 
He was v io le n tly  s ta rtled .

“ It is the tin  g o d ,"  was the on ly  luc id  th o ug h t his 
m ind cou ld  fo rm u la te , and he re trea ted  te rr ifie d . 
D eterm ined  tha t it shou ld  not exact its penalty, he 
co lle c te d  ro tten  fru it and o ther so ft ob jec ts , and 
began p e ltin g  the "g o d ” . W hen the in v in c ib le  ob­
je c t rem ained m otion less, he th rew  stones, p ieces 
of glass, and em pty cans frenz ied ly  at the  m onster. 
They r icoche tted  off the “ g o d ”  w ith  a c lang , and 
s truck  him . He th o ug h t tha t the “ g o d ”  was th row ing  
the s tones back at him .

“ I've angered the god . . .  it w ill k ill m e !"— and in 
a despera te  e ffo rt at se lf-p reserva tion , he flung  hard 
ob jec ts  even m ore v io le n tly  at the  “ g o d ” , w h ich  in 
tu rn  s truck  h is e n tire  body repeated ly .

They found him  there  a few  days la ter, a lready 
ro tting , a gash in his tem p le .

“ Poor bastard ! Look it him  ly ing the re  at the foot 
of a b loody  dustbin like  it was a tin  god or som e­
th in g ,”  they said, u n w ittin g ly  tru th fu l, bu t they fa iled  
to  no tice  his sm a lle r tin  gods, em ptied  of th e ir  con ­
ten ts, ly ing  sca tte red  about him  in the  alley.

Sharon Bosm a, Std. 10.

THE SWORD IN THE STONE: W HITE.
How the W art’s Adventure trained him for future 

Kingship.
W hen the em bryo of Man stood before his C rea­

to r and hum bly chose to  m ake do w ith  what he had 
a lteady  been given, he was a llo tted  the h ighest 
pos ition  in the natura l w orld , as the in te lle c tu a l an i­
mal. The o ther em bryos chose to  change the ir 
hands fo r spades, th e ir m ouths fo r weapons, the ir 
sk ins fo r sh ie lds  and various o ther adapta tions fo r 
su iv iva l in the w orld ; they were th e  low er anim als, 
the “ s p e c if ic ”  ones w ho had thus res tr ic te d  them ­
selves to one environm ent, one w ay of life . Man 
had re ta ined  a ll his po ten tia l w h ich  was a lm ost 
lim itle ss  and very varied .

The W a it lis tened to the B adger's  version of the 
C reation  as a m em ber of the  low er an im al k ingdom  
1or the last tim e; his spec ia l educa tion  was at an end 
and from  th is  po in t he m ust ac t as Man, k ing of the 
earth, and, la ter, k ing  of kings.

The W art's  paren tage was dub ious; he had had 
d is rep u ta b le  beg inn ings; neverthe less he was a 
k ing— a no t-very-b righ t one, but a k ing a ll the  same. 
His spec ia l educa tion  as k ing  had begun when he 
was born. M erlyn, the  back-to -fron t necrom ancer, 
had borne  him  to  the castle  of the  Forest Sauvage 
w here he was to  be b rough t up as the son of his 
fos te r-fa ther, the red-faced, bum b ling  S ir Ector. In 
th is  coun try  househo ld  the W art, w ho was by r ia tu ie  
an a ffec tiona te , s in ce re  and generous boy, learned 
what it was to  be “ nobody in p a rticu la r, w ith  d is ­
repu tab le  b e g in n in g s ”  as his fos te r-b ro the r Kay, the 
true  son of S ir Ector, co ns tan tly  rem inded him . Kay 
was clever, sa rca s tic  and neuro tic , and a lw ays a 
cu t above the hum bled W art.

The second p a it o f the  W a rt’s spec ia l education  
com m enced when som e kind  of fo rce  in M errie  O ld 
E ngland sent M erlyn h im se lf to  be the boys' tu to r 
in genera l, and the W a rt’s in p a rticu la r— or ra ther 
the W art s tum bled on him  in the Forest Sauvage 
w h ils t try ing  to  recap tu re  the mad goshaw k, Cully.

The e cce n tr ic  m ag ic ian  had been given the pow er 
to  change W art in to  any m em ber of the  an im al k in g ­
dom  he pleased.

" I have learn t m uch ,”  the  W art to ld  M erlyn, when 
fo r the  last tim e  he was to  be an an im al. Indeed he 
had; he had been a fish in the castle  m oat and had 
learn t tha t to  sw im  a fish  m ust “ put his back in to 
the e ffo rt”  and he had experienced  the te rro r o f en­
coun te ring  the Pike, w ith  his sad, pow erfu l face  and 
his te rr ib le  m outh— the d ic ta to r.

As an ant he had experienced  the cond itioned , 
unseeing, un fee ling  and u n th ink ing  life  as part of 
a com m una l an im al g roup— the a n ts ’ nest. He had 
velt the  d reary sam eness, the  m onotony of being 
m erely a num ber, w ith  a com m una l s tom ach in a 
com m un is t soc ie ty  in w h ich  "eve ry th in g  tha t was not 
fo rb idden  was co m p u lso ry ".

As a w ild  goose he had experienced  the freedom  
of a new d im ens ion , the a ir and the w ind  w h ich  
w ent to  now here and cam e from  nowhere. He had 
m igra ted  w ith  his flo ck , sung songs w ith  them  in 
ecstasy, and had be friended  a fem a le  goose, Lyo 
Lyock, w ho had taugh t him  a ll the  litt le  ways of the 
geese w ho knew no boundaries. He had lea rn t tha t 
w here there  are no boundaries  the re  are no wars;
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in the language of the geese the re  was no w ord fo r 
war.

The W art had been a m erlin  am ongst the  hooded 
hawks in the mews and had seen th e ir  own kind  of 
d isc ip lin e  in the fo rm  of a m ilita ry  h ierarchy. He had 
du ring  his in itia tio n  experienced  the m adness of 
C u lly  and had flow n  w ith  M erlyn ’s fa ith fu l, d is tin ­
guished com pan ion , A rch im edes, the ow l, and met 
the goddess of w isdom , Athene, A rch im edes 's  tu te ­
lary goddess.

The W art had been beast of Earth, W ater, F ire and 
A ir, he had been lone ly  and foo lish , joy fu l and w ise, 
he had loved, hated, w ondered  and learn t a ll the 
litt le  ways and fee lin g s  of h is fu tu re  sub jec ts— he 
had been slave and k in g — to  what ends the W art 
d id  not know, and it is on ly  at the  end of the book 
tha t he learns. As he s trugg les  to pu ll the  sword 
from  the anvil in the o ld  chu rchya rd  he hears m usic 
and over the cou rtya rd  w a lls  pour all his o ld friends.

“ Put you r back into it,”  c ries  the  Pike.
“ R em em ber you r s trong  fo re -paw s,”  advises the 

Badger, and one by one a ll the  an im a ls rem ind him 
of w hat he has lea rn t from  them . And then the W art 
rea lises; he ceases to  s trugg le , and w ith  a ll the 
s treng th  of ch a ra c te r and m ind th a t he can sum ­
mon, he pu lls  the sw ord from  the stone as gently  
and as easily  as if he had been tak ing  it from  its 
sheath. He has learn t from  the  an im al k ingdom  all 
the harm ony of the  na tura l w orld  and as Man he 
m ust use his know ledge  of his sub jects  as Man 
shou ld , and as k ing  of k ings shou ld , fo r su re ly  to 
be a g rea t k ing he m ust be a g rea t person and he 
must know  every last inch of his k ingdom  and be 
as sens itive  to  his sub jects  as though he knew and 
loved each one of them  personally.

The ta le  is gen tle  and hum orous and cha rm ing , 
yet the re  is an underly ing  sadness w h ich  fo rge ts  
itse lf b rie fly  in M erlyn, w ho w ith  his fo res igh t, or 
h inds igh t, know s som eth ing tha t the W art does not. 
He has been an ins trum en t in the m aking of a king, 
a g rea t and gen tle  k ing w ith  g lo riou s  tim es ahead 
of him  . . . and sad tim es to o — fo r he w ill be a sad 
king w ho w ill both succeed and fa il and s trugg le  
w ith  h im se lf end less ly , as men do.

It is when the  proud and sa rcas tic  Kay and his 
fa ther S ir E cto r kneel before  the young K ing of 
England tha t we see the sadness exposed raw and 
broken  at the  su rface  fo r a b rie f m om ent, and yet it 
is a very beautifu l m om ent.

I fee l th is  is a ta le  of g rea t hum anity. It is a whole 
ph ilosophy.

Ju lia  Paley, Std. 10.

MY CREED

As I live in so litude , my though ts  are s im p le  and 
I have one true  be lie f: I be lieve  tha t to  live a lone is 
to  be one of the  happiest peop le  alive. The sense of 
iso la tion  is an experience  to ta lly  d iffe re n t from  the 
fee ling  of lone liness in a la rge city. Here, on the 
edge of the sea, the re  are no hum an be ings and 
there  is only the com pan ionsh ip  of the w ild  b irds  and 
rabb its . In the c ity  the re  are peop le  but there  is 
a lso a b a rr ie r between you and the m any strangers 
you see. You can never com m un ica te  w ith  people  if 
you live am ong them , but are separate  from  them, 
w hereas you may a lw ays com m un ica te  w ith  nature. 
L iv ing in so litude , a person becom es aware of his

su rround ings, experiences the re lie f from  tension 
and pressure and brea thes in the unearth ly  beauty 
of the land a round him.

I live on th e  no rthern  coast of S co tland , next to  
the sea, w ith  no hum an nearer than  fou r m iles away. 
My house is a w ooden, tw o-room ed shack, b u ilt on 
the side of the s lop ing  h ill tha t leads to  the sea. 
I be lieve that to  live in a sm all d w e llin g  ra ther than 
a chande lie r-hung m ansion, is to  fee l an unbounded 
sense of freedom  th a t can only be surpassed by the 
soaring  gu lls  as they w heel over the sea, jo in in g  the 
w hite , c lus te red  is lands toge the r w ith  th e ir  w ings.

I need not earn my liv ing, fo r what I need I can 
n o rm a lly  find  on the beach. My food  cons is ts  of fish, 
she ll-fish  and rabb its  w ith  the occas iona l egg, w h ich  
I cook over my lit t le  log fire . M atches are adm itted ly  
hard to  com e by, but the stone age m ethod of fire- 
lig h tin g  is su ffic ie n t if you have end less patience. 
My fu rn itu re  cons is ts  of a bed m ade of fish  boxes, a 
tab le  m ade of fish  boxes and cha irs  made of fish 
boxes. The on ly  ob jec ts  tha t are not m ade of th is  
fish -sm e lling  wood are those I have found washed 
up on the shore: a z inc  bath tub, a hot w ate r bo ttle  
and a sh ip 's  funne l w h ich  has s ince  been used as 
a ch im ney.

People  m ight w e ll w onde r why I be lieve th a t these 
ob jec ts  b ring  happiness. They com e from  the land 
w h ich  I love, and are  not m anufactu red  in bu lk  in 
the c ities . They are so lid , com fo rtab le  ob jec ts , not 
va luab le  d e co ra tions  tha t m ust be kept neat and 
tid y  in case v is ito rs  com e to  see you. The only 
v is ito rs  I ever have are the cou rtin g  d rakes w ho sit 
on my doorstep , u tte ring  th e ir  deep croon ing  sounds 
tha t echo  back from  the lichen-covered  rocks, and 
the oyste r-ca tchers  th a t s it on the roof, restless ly  p ip ­
ing and w a iting  fo r the tid e  to  tu rn . I need not w orry 
about cu rious  ne ighbours  and odd busy-bodies. The 
on ly  fr ien d s  I have w ho are bo thered  w ith  th is  p ro b ­
lem are the com m on g u lls  w ho are bead ily  d is tru s t­
ful of the coarse  language of th e ir  ne ighbours, the 
b lack-backed gu lls .

W ho can com pare  the m ist-hung m ounta ins to  
the sm og-carpe ted  skyscrapers, the  th ic k  grass s tud ­
ded w ith  p rim roses and v io le ts  to  the ta rred  roads, 
the pa le  b lue-and-go ld  sp ring  m orn ings to  the 
c loudy, sm oke-filled  a ir o f the c ity?  O nly those who 
live in th is  land w ith  its w este rly  ga les th a t shake 
the founda tions  of houses and its peacefu l even ings 
tha t enve lop  the  coun try  in ca lm , can app rec ia te  my 
be lie f th a t iso la tion  is m ore w onde rfu l than any o ther 
jo y  in the  w orld . Even my lit t le  te rr ie r be lieves u t­
te rly  in his presen t life. He does not have the w o r­
ries of a tow n dog w ho tr ies  to  ca rry  a s ix -foo t po le 
th rough  a tw o-foo t gate th a t leads to  his tin y  back­
yard. Indeed, the re  are  no fences, gates o r back ­
yards to  prevent him  from  w andering  w here  he 
pleases. He need never fear be ing lost, fo r the  sea 
and the sand are his home.

The freedom  of the  c le a r b rook, as it tum b les be­
tw een the oaks over the moss s tipp led  w ith  sca rle t 
toadstoo ls , is a sym bol o f my be lie f. It laughs its jo y  
to  the lichen -em bro ide red  rocks  as I laugh m ine to 
the care free  w ind. S hou ld  anyone w ish to  fo llo w  my 
creed, he need on ly  seek a she lte red  so litu d e  of 
peace and he w ill find  his happ iness am ong the de­
so la te  g ra n d e u r o f the snow -dusted m ounta ins.

Sara Knight, Std. 10.
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MAGIC
The w ord m agic is derived  from  the  Persian word, 

M agus, m eaning a w ise man or soothsayer. We 
com e across th is  w ord in its p lu ra l fo rm , M agi, as 
the Three W ise Men from  the East.

M agic has been practised  s ince  very early tim es 
and even today the re  s till ex is t m ag ic ians and 
w itch -do c to rs  am ong the  p rim itive  soc ie ties  w here it 
is cons ide red  as a liv ing  rea lity. It is not m ere ly a 
be lie f, bu t an art w ith  a very p ra c tica l purpose: fo r 
instance; b ring in g  rain  to  crops, w ard ing  off evil, 
death or d isease, w inn ing  the heart of a loved one 
o r b ring ing  v ic to ry  in battle .

It was by m ag ic tha t man firs t tr ied  to  con tro l 
na ture . He d id  not understand how  or w hy natura l 
events such as s to rm s and ea rthquakes occu rred  
and a ttribu ted  them  to  m ag ica l pow ers. If, by 
chance, he heard a b ird  c ry  d ire c tly  before  rain, 
he w ou ld  accep t the fac t th a t the  rain was brought 
by the  c ry  and im ita te  the b ird  in o rde r to  invoke 
m ag ica l a id.

Every act o f m agic is cha rac te rised  by th ings  said, 
th ings  done and a person in com m and. The spe ll is 
regarded as the essentia l part o f the  m agica l act. 
It is usua lly  handed down from  an tiqu ity .

The Pythian O rac les  at D e lph i were o rig in a lly  de ­
livered in rhym ing hexam eters, ra the r than s im p le  
prose. This was not m ere ly by chance, fo r verse 
was easier to  m em orise. The Pythian priestesses did 
not, however, m eet the same fate as the Polynesian 
p ra c titio n e rs  w ho w ere  k ille d  if they fa iled  to  rec ite  
the  spe lls  perfec tly .

In E lizabethan tim es, it was a lm ost genera l prac- 
t :ce  to  be lieve  in w itches  and dem ons. H ence the un­
fo rg e tta b le  use of m agic spe lls  in M acbeth:

"F ille t  o f a fenny snake 
In the cau ld ro n  bo il and bake.
Eye of newt, and toe  of frog,
W ool of bat, and tongue  of dog,
A d d e r's  fo rk  and b lin d -w o rm ’s sting,
L iza rd 's  leg, and h o w le t’s w in g —
For a charm  of po w ’rfu ll troub le  
L ike a he ll-bro th  bo il and bubble.
Double, doub le  to il and troub le ,
F ire burn  and cau ld ro n  bu b b le .”

Perhaps th is  m ag ic  of “ M acb e th " cam e a live  so 
v iv id ly  in the  play, uM abatha, because the acto rs  
cou ld  iden tify  them se lves so co n v in c in g ly  w ith  the ir 
roles; the ohenom enon of w h ich  w itch c ra ft is s till a 
liv ing  rea lity  in the A frican  tr ib a l com m unity .

In South A frica , few  W hite  peop le  rea lise  the vita l 
ro le  m agic plays to  the vast m a jo rity— the B lack 
people.

“ The w orld  of the  Xhosa is both s trange and mys­
tify ing , peop led  by da rk  and pow erfu l fo rces  tha t 
su rround and com m and the X hosa ’s w ay of life. 
Custom s, rites, r itua ls , devils, w a te r-sprites  and an­
cestra l sp ir its  m ake up an a lien  cu ltu re  w hose ex­
trao rd in a ry  co m p le x ity  is b e w ild e rin g .”  (The  M agic 
W orld  of the  Xhosa, by A ubrey E llio t.)

The Xhosa be lieve tha t everyone is born  hea lthy 
and when som eone becom es ill, it is because  he 
has been bew itched  o r fa iled  to  m ake p rope r sa c ri­
f ice s  to  the  sp ir its  o f h is ancesto rs.

The so rce re r o r w itch -do c to r p lays a dom inan t 
part in th e  Xhosa tr ibe . W henever a prob lem  arises 
o r som eth ing  s trange happens, the  people  im m ed i­

a te ly  consu lt him.
The w itch -d o c to r heals w ith m agic, but there  is 

a lso a he rba lis t in each tr ibe . His fu n c tion  is to  p ro ­
te c t and im m unise w ith  herba l m ed ic ines. It is fas­
c ina ting  to  read tha t he uses ba ts ’ w ings, puff- 
adders, rats, locusts  and liza rds— akin  to  those 
th ings  I m entioned e a rlie r in the quo ta tion  from 
“ M acbe th ".

The m is fortunes of the  peop le  a lso  a ttribu ted  to 
the  T iko loshe , a m isch ievous litt le  man on ly  two 
feet h igh, covered in g rey ha ir and w ith  a beard 
reach ing  his knees. He is na tu ra lly  v is ib le , but ca r­
ries a pebble  in his cheek w h ich  has the pow er of 
m aking him  inv is ib le .

A  pa ra lle l to  th is  myth can be found in T o lk ien 's  
“ Lord of the  R ings". The H obb its  are e lv ish, litt le  
men and the ring  con fe rs  the pow er of rendering  the 
possessor inv is ib le . It is in te resting  that in today 's  
insecu re  w orld  a novel like  th is , about m ag ica l and 
fa iry -ta le  people  cou ld  have m ade such a lite ra ry  
im pact. Is th is  escap ism ?

S cience  is fille tin g  the  flesh  off the m agic of life  
and thus reduc ing  it to  the fac tua l bones. M agic-— 
unexp la ined  phenom ena— is be ing s c ie n tif ic a lly  in­
vestiga ted  in the s tudy of Extra Sensory P ercep tion  
and psychok ines is , in A m erica, pa rticu la rly .

Even the de trib a lise d  A frican  w o rke r is in da ily  
co n tac t w ith  m agic. U rban ised A frican  M ary fo llow s  
her da ily  r itua l o f pou ring  w h ite  pow der in to  her 
e m p lo ye r’s m echan ica l m irac le . She sm iles  com ­
p lacen tly , ad iusts her spec tac les  and reads: “ ONLY 
‘M A G IC ’ MAKES W ASHING A W HITE W O NDER!”

Gayle Jooste . Std. 10.

THOUGHTS ON DEATH
W hat is death, tha t m ysterious degree to  w h ich  

one freezes in w in te r and to  w h ich  one laughs or 
c ries  oneself?  It is the  grand leve lle r w h ich  one m ust 
keep o ff the  roads, tha t d im in ishes  one w ho is in ­
vo lved in m ankind, and it is the subs titu te  fo r libe rty  
th a t pays a ll debts. It is the  w ages of sin tha t m ust 
not be proud though  som e have ca lled  it m ighty 
and d readfu l.

W hatever death is, it has been an una lte rab le  fac t 
s ince  the b irth  of man. T houghts  on the  sub ject, 
however, have changed rad ica lly , even in the past 
few  years. I no ticed  th is  p a rticu la r ly  w h ile  I was 
w a tch ing  a g roup o f sm all boys in the p layground.

T he ir gam e was o rd e rly  and d isc ip lin e d , as they 
a ll stood side  by side, pe rfe c tly  s till, fac ing  the boy 
w ho was “ on ” . Th is  boy, I ga thered , was the execu­
tione r, as it w as to  him  tha t the  firs t boy in the row 
dec la red  the desired  weapon of his death, nam ely 
a m achine-gun. The exe cu tion e r then  de lved in to  
the dep ths of a nearby toy-box and p roduced  a 
green, p las tic  r if le  to  w h ich  he a ttached a crank- 
handle. This he opera ted  at fu ll speed w ith  extrava­
gant sound-e ffects. The o th e r boy made equa lly  
extravagant dy ing -no ises as he c lu tched  his ribs in 
agonis ing  despera tion  and flung  his con to rted  body 
to the ground, his fina l s treng th  having fa iled  him .

This show  im pressed me im m ensely, as I had 
never been p a rticu la r ly  good at dy ing, m yself. The 
o the r boys w ent on to  choose th e ir  dea ths by bow- 
and-arrow , rifle , hand-grenade, atom  bom b and even 
le tte r-bom b. (G ood g rac ious! The on ly  w eapon w ith  
w h ich  I was acqua in ted  when I was at th a t tende r
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age was the d readed, le tha l cap-gun!)
The e xecu tione r was obv ious ly  a m aster o f his 

trade  and the dyers had th e ir techn ique  pe rfec tly  
taped: the sudden agony, the fina l, vain s trugg le  fo r 
life , and then the co llapse  w ith  the u ltim ate  re laxa­
tio n  and tw itch  of to rm en ted  m uscles. My deaths, 
w h ich  a lways fo llow ed  “ go t-you -d idn ’t-d id -d id n ’t-die- 
s h a n 't”  a rgum ents, were never so ornate. I w ou ld  
lie  dow n ca re fu lly  and se ttle  in to  instan t r ig o r m or­
tis, w ith  arm s and legs ou ts tre tched .

To me, p lay ing dead had been a loa thsom e task. 
Yet these boys were ac tua lly  en joy ing  dy ing, savour­
ing every instan t o f th e ir  deaths. W hen a ll were 
dead, the e xecu tione r chose the  co rpse  th a t had 
d ied m ost e labo ra te ly  to  take  his p lace  and the 
gam e began again.

C h ild ren  ce rta in ly  know  a g rea t deal m ore about 
the fundam enta l de ta ils  o f death than they d id  a 
decade  ago, yet the liv ing  adu lts  are no nearer to  
d iscove ring  its m ystery.

S leep is often described  as an im age of death 
and “ M acbe th ”  th o ug h t o f it as “ the death  of each 
da y ” . Having spent the a fte rnoon  dying, the boys 
w ent off hom e fo r th e ir  o ffic ia l da ily  death, and took 
a ll th e ir a rtille ry , excep ting  the cap-gun, w ith  them . 
Som eone had buried  it in the  sandp it. It was in 
the re  som ew here, but they w ere not in te rested  in 
sea rch ing  fo r it, because, a fte r a ll, the  death it 
b rough t about was too  o rd inary . I d isagreed  m enta l­
ly, as I had a lw ays held a trep id a to ry  respect fo r 
the  cap-gun and the end it b rought.

So thev a ll m oved off, leaving me a lone next to 
the sandpit.

I t ’s in here som ew here . . .

G a ile  Parkin, Std. 10.

LES FOULES

A u jo u rd 'h u i on trouve  les fou les partou t, dans les 
m agasins, les théatres, les ciném as, les gares. II me 
sem ble  q u ’ il y a trop  de gens au m onde, su rtou t 
dans que lques pays. Nous autres, en A frique  du 
Sud som m es trés  fo rtunés parce que no tre  popu la ­
tio n  est encore  pe tite  et nous avons beaucoup de 
p lace  au tou r de nous.

Je pense que les fou les  d ive rs ifien t se lon la 
sa ison. Par exem ple, en été le m onde se d irige  
o rd ina ire m e n t vers la p lage  et les s ta tions 
ba lnéaires. On vo it souvent les gens serrés com m e 
des harengs en caque su r les p lages en essayant 
de se b ronzer. Pendant la be lle  sa ison il y a beau­
coup  de fo ires  oú les fou les  se réun issen t. On voit 
des fam ilies  en tië res  qu i s 'am usen t dans la con fu ­
sion et le b ru it des troupes  e t des haut parleurs. 
Som m e to u t il y a tendance  á fa ire  to u t en grand 
air.

Au cou rs  d ’h ive r on trouve  les fou les dans les 
c iném as et les end ro its  chauds. Dans les pays oú 
il ne ige on trouve  beacoup de m onde aux sta tions 
de ski.

A u jo u rd ’hui il est presque im poss ib le  d ’a lle r nu lle  
pa rt sans trouve r une fou le . M oi, je  dé teste  les 
fou les  parce que je  su is c laus trophob ique . Je 
p ré fé re  me trou ve r au grand air.

F iona Naude, Std. 9.

MORT MYSTERIEUSE A BORD D UN PAQUEBOT
Le grand paquebot b lanc fa isa it route, en p le ine 

m er vers le sud. Le m atin  il fa isa it beau m ais vers 
m id i le c ie l é ta it couve rt et il y ava it une brum e 
épaisse. Le C ap ita ine  v it au lo in ta in  les con tou rs  
vagues des rochers, m ais il ne savait pas o il 
gouverne r le paquebot. II é ta it en nage, mais 
sub item en t il v it une m ouette qui vo la it devant le 
vaisseau.

Cette m ouette  lui m ontra  la route  et il ne donna 
pas su r les écue ils . Puis, sans m otif, un voyageur 
la tua avec son fus il. S ur le coup de fus il les petites 
vagues dev in ren t de g randes vagues, la brum e 
dev in t les nuées d ’o rage et le so ir dev in t une nu it 
de tem pête. Tous les voyageurs fu ren t sa is is d ’e ffro i. 
Les fem m es poussaien t des c r is  et les en fan ts 
sa iss issa ien t les robes de leurs m êres.

Pendant la nu it la m er decha inée  en tra ina  le 
paquebot encore  vers les rochers  dangéreux. Le 
C ap ita ine  é ta it assis sur le pont en s ilence , son 
v isage inondé de larm es parce  q u ’ il ne com prena it 
pas pourquo i le voyageur ava it fa it un te l coup. 
Puis ce lu i-c i sa is it le fus il du C ap ita ine  et se su ic ida . 
lo u t á coup il y eut un éc la t de lum iê re  et la 
m ouette vo la  en rond au dessus du C ap ita ine . Le 
C ap ita ine  v it les rochers  et il gouverna le paquebot 
vers un bord  sur. Le paquebot é ta it sa in et sauf et 
les v isages des voyageurs et leur C ap ita ine  é ta ient 
sou rian ts  et rad ieux.

Le p lus cu rieux  c ’est que la m ouette  é ta it com m e 
l ’a lba tross. Peut-être le voyageur é ta it-il I'A nc ien  
M arin  ré inca rné  avant la m ort m ystérieuse du 
voyageur.

Sara K n ight, Std. 10.

TOE PA MY RAPPORT ONTVANG HET
Toe d ie  vakansie  teen d ie  e inde  van ve rlede  ja a r 

beg in  het, was ek ba ie  opgeru im d . Ses w eke met 
geen w erk en toe tse  of eksam en n ie l Hoera l V ro lik  
het ek my boeke gepak en hu is toe ge loop.

Op pad hu is toe  het ek oo r d ie  a fge lope  kw artaa l 
ged ink. S k ie lik , soos ’n w o lk  d ie  son bedek, het 'n 
g roo t skaduw ee oo r my geval en al my v reugde het 
verdw yn. My skoo lra p p o rt! My pa m oes d it daa rd ie  
aand of d ie  vo lgende  dag ontvang. Aangesien ek nie 
baie hard ge lee r het nie, het ek ged ink  da t d it 'n 
baie sw ak rappo rt sou wees en d it was w aarom  
ek so benoud was.

S leepvoetond het ek verder gestap. My m oeder 
was baie bekom m erd oor my, w ant d is nie norm aal 
dat ’n m ens m ism oed ig  voel net voo r ’n vakansie  
nie! G edurende d ie  ge jaag van d ie  K ersfeesinkop ies 
het my sw aarm oed ighe id  eg te r verdw yn, m aar snags 
w anneer ek in d ie  d o n ke r in my bed ge lê  het, het ek 
baie bekom m erd  gevoel.

My rappo rt is ’n paar dae la te r a fgelew er. Toe ek 
by die venster u itgekyk het, het ek d ie  posbode my 
rappo rt in d ie  posbus s ien goo i. My hart het v inn ig  
beg in  k lop  en ek het ba ie  benoud geraak. Ek het in 
my kam er ges it en wag v ir  d ie  on tp lo ffin g  . . . Toe 
d ie  u itba rs ting  nie kom nie, was ek verbaas.

M et bonsende hart het ek my toe m aar s itkam er 
toe begew e om te gaan u itv ind  w at aan d ie  gang is. 
Ek het g lad  nie in Pa se r ig ting  gekyk toe ek die 
s itkam er b innes lu ip  nie . . .

Pa het keel skoongem aak: “ Erica, my dogter, 
ek . . . ons . . . ons weet nie w at om te sê nie.
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H ierd ie  rapport . .
Ek het a fgekyk na my skoene. "P a  ek is jam m er. 

Ek het probeer, m aar . . Ek het opgekyk en to t 
my ve rrass ing  'n u itd ru kk in g  van ve riass ing  op sy 
gesig  gesien.

“ W aaroor is jy  jam m er? Ek is baie b ly oo r h ie rd ie  
rapport. Jy het 'n goe ie  tw eede kla« behaal en d it 
is bo a lle  ve rw a g tin g ," het hy e rns tig  gesê.

My bene het lam gevoel. Ek het gaan sit. Toe 
d ring  a lles to t my deur . . . Sa lige, hee rlike  w onder­
like  vakansie ! Jou gaan ek darem  gen ie t, hoor!

E rica  G raham , Std. 8.

EK BESOEK MY GEBOORTEDORP
'n Paar m aande ge lede— gedurende  d ie  len te—  

het ek bes lu it om  my geboo rtep lek , d ie  bergagtige  
streek van Ceres, na ja re  w eer te  besoek. Ai, m aar 
d it was 'n onve rgee tlike  dag.

Ek het ’n datum  bepaal en al d ie  nod ige  reë lings 
getref.

Vroeg d ie  oggend het ek per bus vertrek. Toe ons 
deur M itche lspas gery het, het ek v e rsk r ik lik  ha rt­
seer gew ord . Ek het on thou  hoe ons destyds a ltyd 
h ié r s tilgehou  het om by tan t Sannie  en oom  Kate l 
ko ffie  en besku it te  eet en som m er oor d itjie s  en 
da tjie s  te  gese ls, voo rda t ons w eer ons reis voort- 
ges it het. D ie ou F o rd ka rre tjie  het dan w eer m oedig 
aangesukke l.

Ek het opgekyk na d ie  ind rukw ekkende  bergreek- 
se en on thou hoe ons om tren t e lke  naweek daai heen 
gegaan het en hoe ons onder d ie  b randende  son

geklim  het to t ons ons ou bestem de p lekk ie  be re ik  
het. Ek het hartseer gew ord, w ant my ouboet Jan 
w at a ltyd  d ie  vrag kos gedra  het, was nie m eer 
m et ons nie.

Toe d ie  bus by C eres se stadsaa l s tilhou , het ek 
u itgek lim  en na d ie  kerk gestap om te sien hoe hul 
d it na d ie  aardbew ing  herste l het. D it was 'n  hart- 
roerende gss ig , om dat hu lle  d it hee ltem al ve rander 
het. Le lik, le lik , het ek ged ink, m aar w ie  is ek om 
d ie  m oderne a rg itek te  te  kritiseer?

Ek het m et d ie  s traa t a fgestap to td a t ek by Lelie- 
b lom w eg gekom  het. Sowaar, ve r daa ronde r het ons 
ou huis gestaan. Ek het som aar v in n ig e r begin loop, 
en my hart was vol beklem m ing . M aar ek was vern ie t 
bekom m erd, d it het pres ies ge lyk soos destyds! En 
d ie  tu in  was nog net so ne tjies  en k leurryk!

'n D eftige  dam e was besig om in d ie  tu in  te  w erk 
en toe ek haar a lles verte l het, het sy my b innege- 
noo i en oo r 'n kopp ie  tee het ons hee rlik  gese ls. Sy 
het my verte l hoe sy en haar man d ie  huis v ir  'n 
appel en ei gekoop het en toe presies ge res tou ree r 
het soos d it v roeër was. Toe haar man la te r b inne- 
gestap  het, het ek hom d a d e lik  herken— A ndré, ons 
skoo lhoo f se roo ikop -sp roe tges ig -seun ! En so het ek 
my dag by d ie  vreem de vrou in ons ou huis deur- 
geb ring .

Nou is ek tevrede— daar was hartseer en vreugde, 
m aar ek d ink  tog nie ek sal gou w eer 'n besoek aan 
d ié  ou p lekk ie  b ring  nie. Ek w ord  darem  ook al te 
oud.

E lizabeth  Jeffery, Std. 10.

The Hill Nursery School
T h is  year has proved a very busy and successfu l 

one fo r the  H ill. It was d iscovered  tow ards the end 
of last year tha t acco rd in g  to  G overnm ent regu la ­
tio n s  ou r p layroom s w ere to o  sm all to  o ffe r the 
necessary o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r a ll-round  deve lopm ent 
in the ch ild ren , so they were en la rged. Th is  d id, 
however, mean tha t we had, once  again, to  revert 
to  th re e  and not fo u r p layroom s— but what a good 
dec is ion  th is  has proved. The b igge r room s have 
len t them se lves to  fa r g rea te r s tim u la tion  by the 
s ta ff fo r the  c h ild re n  and d u ring  the  w et w in te r 
m onths it has been a b less ing  having space fo r free 
p lay as w e ll as fo r w o rk in g  at the va rious  ac tiv ities .

It w as dec ided  by the  Parent T eacher A ssoc ia tion  
to  have on ly  one fund  ra is ing  e ffo rt th is  year. Once 
again a very successfu l d in n e r dance  was held and 
on joyed  by a il w ho a ttended.

O ur P.T.A. m eetings have been varied and in te r­
esting  w ith  th ree  ta lks  arranged fo r the  parents. The 
f irs t was a ta lk  given by Dr. V. Buhrm an on p rob ­
lem s in young ch ild ren , fo llo w e d  by many in te resting  
questions. The second w as a panel d iscuss ion  by 
th ree  N ursery S choo l teache rs— M rs. Boyes from  
B ark lv  House, Mrs. H urner from  the W a ldo rf School, 
and Mrs. Pelt w ho fo llo w s  M ontesori p rinc ip les . This 
m eeting proved to be an in te resting  and s tim u la ting  
one w h ich  tr igg e re d  o ff a g rea t deal of d iscussion . 
Mrs. B la ine  from  the M annenberg Pre-School C en­
tre  was guest speaker at ou r th ird  m eeting. She 
gave a d e lig h tfu l ske tch  of w hat is be ing done at 
M annenberg and it w as at th is  m eeting tha t the

P.T.A. handed over a cheque fo r R125 to  be used 
fo r the  fu rth e r deve lopm en t of the  cen tre . T h is  was 
very g ra te fu lly  accep ted . O ur fina l m eeting, on the 
21 O ctober, w h ich  took  the  form  of a cheese and 
w ine evening, was an in fo rm a l ga the ring  of present 
and p rospec tive  paren ts  at our annua l e xh ib itio n  of 
work. Th is  p rov ided  a s tim u la ting  co n tac t between 
paren ts and staff.

The ch ild ren  and s ta ff have all en joyed  the ou t­
ings tha t have been arranged th is  year. These in ­
c luded  a v is it to  a fac to ry , a tra in  tr ip , a m orn ing 
p icn ic  at an o ld  farm , but to p p ing  the  b ill w as a bus 
ride to tow n to  see a puppe t show — The Lonely 
G iant at the  S pace Theatre. The resu lts  of these 
ou tings are a lw ays expressed on success ive  days 
in the ch ild re n 's  c rea tive  w ork and a lso in the ir 
conversa tions and im ag ina tive  play.

The v is it o f the schoo l D octo r on th ree  days 
caused, in som e cases, undue a larm , but in inost, 
an exc itin g  change from  a norm al day at school! 
We have a lso been v is ited  at tim es by m ed ica l s tu ­
dents from  U.C.T. w ho are no rm a lly  as tounded at 
the  ca p a b ilitie s  of our young charges!

At present we are hard at w ork p reparing  fo r our 
N ativ ity  Play w h ich  w ill c lim ax  the end of the year 
and w ill be fo llow ed  by a C hris tm as party  fo r every­
body.

We have 66 ch ild ren  in the  Nursery S choo l at the 
m om ent and have had fo u r qua lifie d  teachers , Mrs. 
Ashley, Mrs. L ie fe ld t, Mrs. S cho lte  and I. Next year
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we w ill have on ly  th ree  q ua lified  teachers, but w ill 
have a part-tim e secre ta ry  to  do a ll the  adm in is tra ­
tive  w ork. We w ill be so rry  to  say goodbye to  Mrs. 
Scho lte , a past supe rv iso r of the Schoo l and Mrs. 
L ie fe ld t, both founde r m em bers of the  schoo l, at the

Preparatory 

Report of Senior Mistress
1974 has not been an easy year m ain ly  because 

of the congestion  a ris ing  from  our lim ited  space 
and increasing  num bers. In 1973 we parted w ith  our 
“ b ig ”  d in ing room  to accom m oda te  the Std. 1 class, 
and th is  year we used ou r “ sm a ll”  d in in g ro o m  for 
the  second Sub B class. The H all, w h ich  is used for 
gym, s ing ing , speech, film s  and ba lle t, is free fo r 
on ly  one out of 41 pe riods in the week. O ur c lo a k ­
room  and som e c lassroom s have been fille d  1o 
capa c ity  and th is  has not he lped the g ir ls  to  be tidy  
or to  look a fte r th e ir  possessions ca re fu lly . We have 
lite ra lly  been “ burs ting  at the  seam s"!

In A p ril o f th is  year, the  bu ilde rs  moved in to  set 
about easing the s itua tion . There has been g rea t ex­
c item en t and in terest, in the new b u ild ings . The Sub 
B c lass w atched th e ir new c lassroom  g row  from  
scra tch . The teacher, a ided by the fo rem an, ex­
p la ined  the in tricac ies  of m easuring, pegg ing  out, 
d igg ing  trenches, laying founda tions, laying bricks, 
pu tting  in w indow s and doors, and p las te ring . This 
was a m ost s tim u la ting  p ro je c t fo r the ch ild ren  and 
it was an exc itin g  day when they moved in to  th e ir 
new c lassroom .

W ith the advent of the new year, our new c 'ass- 
room  b lock  w ith  its spac ious new c loakroom  end 
to ile t fa c ilit ie s , w ill be in fu ll use, and I hope tha t 
our p rob lem s w ill be over.

We w e lcom ed Mrs. Davies, Mrs. Ayerst and Mrs. 
M ordeca i, to  the k inde rga rten  at the beg inn ing  of 
th is  year, and now  we have a doub le  stream  fu n c tio n ­
ing in th is  departm en t. It is ou r aim  to  have tw o 
c lasses in each s tandard  th ro u g h o u t the  Prep School 
and by 1976 we hope th is  w ill be a rea lity.

O ur k itchen has been converted  in to  a c lassroom  
w h ich  w ill house the  p re-schoo l c lass next year. 
Lunch is now  served at the  S en io r S choo l for those 
who w ish it.

W e have not w a ited  fo r the  new b u ild in g s  to  t e  
ready before  in tro d u c in g  o the r changes. Money 
raised at the  Fete in February has been used to 
buy equ ipm en t fo r the c lassroom s. We have invested 
in overhead p ro je c to rs  and tape  recorders. The 
s ta ff a ttended lec tu res on the  use o f the  p ro je c to r 
w h ich  they find  a very va luab le  teach ing  a id. Tape- 
reco rde rs  too  have becom e part o f ou r teach ing  
p ra c tice  both fo r pup il p a rtic ip a tio n  and fo r recorded 
p rogram m es.

In A ugust we bough t a C om puta tiona l S k ills  De­
ve lopm ent k it and an A rith m e tic  Fact K it— com m on ly  
known as the M aths Lab. These are based on d ia g ­

end of the year.
I w ou ld  like  to  thank a ll ou r sta ff, teachers  and 

he lpers, fo r th e ir  hard w ork  and support. We have 
a happy team.

J. Neaves, Superv isor.

School News

nostic  tests  w h ich  p in p o in t w eaknesses. Reference 
C ards set out d iffe re n t processes very c le a rly  and 
s im p ly  to  refresh the m em ory. The pup il uses the 
exe rc ise  ca rds fo r p ra c tice  in the area of weakness. 
The ch ild ren  have en joyed th is  se lf-he lp  and the 
system  has p rov ided  them  w ith  c le a re r ins igh t into 
th e ir  own d ifficu ltie s .

M iss T rem ble  to o k  over the lib ra ry  at the  beg in ­
n ing of the th ird  term . This is a fu ll tim e  jo b  and it 
is w ith  g rea t re lie f th a t we hand it over to  som e­
one w ho can do it ju s tice . Her exuberan t pe rsona lity  
and w ide  know ledge  m ake her a m ost s tim u la ting  
lib ra rian  and the re  is no doub t tha t both s ta ff and 
ch ild ren  have benefited  trem endous ly  from  her pre ­
sence in the  Prep. S choo l. Many new re fe rence  
books have been bought and these are be ing used 
con tinua lly . O ur system  of teach ing  dem ands a good 
refe rence  section , as pup ils  are expected  to  be able 
to  find  th e ir own in fo rm ation  fo r  c lassw ork , them es 
and pro jec ts .

We have a lso bought many new paperbacks w h ich  
are a ttra c tive ly  d isp layed so tha t th e ir  en tic ing  
covers tem pt the ch ild ren  to  read— and the ch ild ren  
are reading.

Many pup ils  have been he lped du ring  the year by 
lessons w ith  our rem ed ia l teacher, Mrs. G illham . 
Som e have needed a regu la r p rogram m e week by 
week, o thers have benefited by m ore in tensive  help 
over a sho rte r period. In the c lassroom  she has 
w orked  w ith  the teachers  to  e lim ina te  sp e c ific  w eak­
nesses. Tw o pa irs  of hands are be tte r than one in 
many s itu a tio ns  and we are g ra te fu l to  her fo r her 
fle x ib ility . She a lso  tests and observes read ing, 
num ber and language sk ills  th ro u g h o u t the Schoo l.

O ur extra-m ura l a c tiv itie s  con tin ue  to  flo u rish . The 
g ir ls  d id  w e ll in th e ir  M usic, Speech and B a lle t ex­
am ina tions, in sp ite  of the  raised standard . Our 
thanks go to  the  teachers  fo r a ll th e ir  hard w ork.

Mrs. Ham m ond con tinues  her w ork  w ith  the 
S crip tu re  U nion. A  sm all bu t e n thus ias tic  g roup  
m eets every W ednesday at lunch tim e, and many 
in te resting  p rogram m es have been arranged. The 
g ir ls  have taken an in te rest in the Ruby A dendorff 
Hom e and have v is ited  it w ith  g ifts  o f food  and 
c lo th in g . We aim  to  teach  the  g ir ls  to  read th e ir 
B ib les  reg u la rly  and to  b ring  them  in to  a C hris tian  
experience . It is im p orta n t in a w o rld  o f chang ing  
va lues and s tandards fo r them  to  have a firm  foun ­
da tion  and a secu rity  in the know ledge  of a persona l 
Saviour.
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Various cha ritie s  have been Supported again th is  
year, am ong them  are Tanda Bantu C reche, Mannen- 
berg C reche, Cape M enta l Health, Non-European 
C h ild re n ’s H o liday Cam p and R ecreation A ssoc ia ­
tion , Bantu S ch o la rs ’ Fund, G rey Ladies, St. 
G eorge ’s Home fo r G irls , and N ationa l W ar M em oria l 
H ealth Foundation .

A t the beg inn ing  of every term  an a fte rnoon  has 
been set as ide  fo r paren ts to  ta lk  to  the S ta ff in­
fo rm a lly . Th is  p rov ides a tim e  fo r the in te r-change 
of ideas and fo r d iscuss ing  p rob lem s. It is ou r in­
ten tion  to  extend th is  p ra c tice  to  the k inde rga rten  
next year. It has been g ra tify in g  to  see parents 
w a tch ing  the m atches p layed in va rious sports  
aga inst o th e r schoo ls. Y our ch ild ren  need and va lue

Games Report
1974 saw  an a ll-round im provem ent in spo rting  

ac tiv itie s , and ow ing to  the g ir ls ’ en thusiasm  and 
de te rm in a tion  the re  have been many good results.

TENNIS

A new league, the P en insu la  P rim ary Schoo ls  
Tenn is  A ssoc ia tion , to  w h ich  the Prep. Schoo l is a ffi­
lia ted , was fo rm ed at the  beg inn ing  of the year. This 
has proved very successfu l, and g iven the g ir ls  the 
opp o rtu n ity  of many m ore m atches than in the past 
(m any of them  aga inst boys' s ch o o ls ). The tennis 
team  practised  hard and the Open coup le  (T racey  
van Eeden and Ruth B u tte rs ) w ere  rew arded w ith  
a p lace  in the fina ls  of the  A nnual In ter-S chools  
Tournam ent. Jagger was the w in n e r of an exc iting  
and c lose  Inter-H ouse com pe tition . A  Ju n io r and 
S en io r D oubles Tournam ent was held du ring  the 
4th term , w h ich, apa rt from  be ing  en joyab le , has 
served to  im prove  the standard  of the  g ir ls ' tennis.

Sports Day
The de te rm in a tion  of every co m p e tito r to  do w ell 

fo r her House he lped to  m ake the Inter-House 
S ports  M eeting an exc itin g  and tense occas ion  
w ith  R olt and Jagger ty ing  fo r 1st p lace  and M erri- 
man on ly  10 po in ts  behind.

NETBALL

S atu rday m orn ing  m atches w ere  held regu la rly  
th ro u g h o u t the w in te r and by the end of the season 
a ll the team s w ere co m b in ing  w e ll. A t the Inter- 
S choo ls  Tournam ent, the U.12 team  was the most

you r encouragem ent on these occas ions. The in te r­
house S w im m ing G ala and S ports  Day w ere  w ell 
a ttended and m ost p leasant occasions.

I shou ld  like  to  thank  Dr. S ilbe rbauer fo r her un­
fa ilin g  support in every s itua tion , the P repara to ry 
and K indergarten  s ta ff fo r th e ir  devo tion  to  the ch il­
dren and th e ir  w ork  and th e ir  loya lty  to  the Schoo l 
— and the House S ta ff and D om estic  S ta ff fo r the ir 
co -opera tion . W ithou t th is  we cou ld  not have 
ach ieved the  happy a tm osphere  and m ade the p ro ­
gress w h ich  is so ev iden t in every aspect of our 
schoo l life.

Ad Dei G loriam .

P a tric ia  R. B row n.

SW IM M ING

Severa l ga las w ere held du ring  the firs t te rm , the 
c lim a x  of the  season being the In te r-S choo ls  G ala 
at N ew lands. H ersche l ga ined 4th p lace in both 
the sw im m ing and the d iv ing . We had a num ber of 
g ir ls  p a rtic ip a tin g  in the W.P. Ju n io r C ham pionsh ips  
but spec ia l m ention m ust be m ade of Susan A ronson 
w ho won the U nder 8 B ackstroke , B reasts troke  and 
Freestyle titles . G ill A ronson and Tanya H onig won 
the U.10 and U.14 B ackstroke  events respective ly . 
Our co n g ra tu la tio n s  go to  G ill and Susan on the ir 
se lec tion  fo r the  W.P. team  to  take  part in the S.A. 
cham p ionsh ips  in B loem fon te in . The Inter-House 
Gala was aga in  the  h ig h lig h t of the  sw im m ing term  
and M errim an em erged as the  w inners  in both the 
sw im m ing and d iv ing . A la rge num ber of g ir ls  have 
been w o rk in g  tow a rds  th e ir  Bronze and S ilve r Life 
Saving E xam ina tions  w h ich  they w ill take  before 
the end of the  term .

successfu l qua lify in g  fo r the  Sem i-F inals. As w ith  
a ll the  Inter-H ouse events th is  year, the In ter-House 
N etba ll ended in a c lose  fin ish , w ith  Jagger w inn ing  
by one goal.

HOCKEY

This was a popu la r gam e am ongst the Std. 5 ’s, 
who a ll showed m uch p rom ise  early in the season. 
M atches aga inst the  Std. 6 ’s b rough t the hockey 
season to  an end.

M. C ole-Edwardes.



THE HERSCHELIAN 47

Preparatory Library Report

A lib ra ry  shou ld  not look like  a bookshop: it 
shou ld  look w e ll used and “ lived in ”  and, in th is  
regard, we th in k  tha t the  P repara to ry S choo l lib ra ry  
has succeeded.

D uring the second term , parents, teachers  and 
pup ils  w orked  very hard to  ra ise funds to buy new 
books. They m ade the m agn ificen t sum of R400 w hich 
was used to  buy a w ide  and com prehens ive  se lec­
tio n  of books when I arrived  to  take  over as lib ra rian  
at the beg inn ing  of the  th ird  te rm .

The accen t now  is on paperbacks w h ich , apart 
from  the cost fac to r, have the added appeal of a t­
trac tive  covers w h ich  crea te  “ im pulse sa les”  rather 
as appetiz ing  labe ls do in superm arke ts!

L ib ra ry  c lasses have been s tarted from  K inder­
garten level and d u ring  these w eek ly  sessions the 
ch ild ren  are given lessons s lanted tow ards genera l

know ledge, but w ith  a s trong  lite ra ry  bias.
It is essentia! th a t good read ing  hab its  are ins tilled  

from  a very ea rly  age, espec ia lly  w ith  te lev is ion  pen­
d ing , fo r the in itia l im pact of th is  m edium  has a 
d e trim en ta l e ffec t on read ing . We aim  to  have our 
pup ils  so con d itio ne d  to  read ing , and so ded ica ted  
to  read ing, tha t when te lev is ion  does com e they 
w ill not g ive up books.

The lib ra ry  is a cheerfu l p lace: the a tm osphere  is 
conduc ive  to  learn ing  and now  th a t the re  has been 
a w eed ing-ou t process, the  books are in good con ­
d itio n  and the se lec tion  w ide  and varied, and we 
hope to  keep it tha t way. We try  to  keep the “ d o n ’ts ”  
to  a m in im um . Th is does not m ean th a t bad lib ra ry  
m anners are to le ra ted , but it does mean tha t we can 
exchange v iew s and d iscuss  books free ly  and in a 
re laxed m anner, w h ich  is benefic ia l to  a ll.

Inez T rem ble , L ib ra rian .

PREPARATORY SCHOOL LIBRARY
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Original Work
Extracts from Essays from Std. 5 entitled 

THE REJUVENATION OF OUR LIBRARY

The lib ra ry  has changed a lot. The books are 
c lass ifie d  p rop e rly  and there  are no unc lass ified  
books ly ing around. The re fe rence  books are now 
all up-to-date because a lo t o f books have been 
bought w ith  the m oney w e co lle c te d .

W e have lib ra ry  lessons and M iss T rem ble  teaches 
us a ll so rts  of in te resting  th ings fo r exam ple, D oug­
las Bader, and how W alt D isney founded  M ickey 
M ouse. She is teach ing  us som e of the Dewey num ­
bers fo r d iffe re n t sub jec ts  and now I know  tha t if 
I w an t to  m ake an app le  pie, I m ust look fo r it 
under 641.

I w ill be sad to  leave H ersche l L ib ra ry  behind 
when I go to  Johannesburg.

Jane Pope.
* * *

For S tandard 5 A lpha, W ednesday is now a very 
spec ia l day because then, in the  last period  before 
lunch, M iss T rem ble  takes us fo r a lesson. When 
passing the lib ra ry  at tha t tim e you can a lways hear 
e ithe r laugh te r o r exc lam a tions  em itting  from  it. She 
keeps ou r a tten tion  rive ted fo r 35 m inutes and when, 
at the  end, we rise  to  lead out, we stum b le  a long 
s till th in k in g  about the h ila rio us  o r am azing facts 
tha t she had to  te ll us.

C aro line  D owdle. 
*  * *

To me ou r schoo l lib ra ry , or the “ C o llege  of 
K now le d g e " as M iss T rem ble  ca lls  it, is the im por­
ta n t and m ost in te resting  room  in the w ho le  school 
bu ild in g  because my m otto  is "A  day w ith o u t a book 
isn ’t a day” .

V iv ienne H orw ood. 
*  * *

F irstly: the lib ra ria n  has s ta rted  a paperback c o l­
le c tio n  of books because hardcovers  are too  axpen- 
sive. S econd ly: she has bought up-to-date re fe rence  
books w h ich  we are now a llow ed to  take  out and, 
th ird ly , she has bought books fo r K inde rgarten  level 
so tha t by the tim e  the K indergartens reach S tan­
dard  5, they w ill be fa m ilia r w ith  the  books in the 
lib ra ry.

Le igh M ukhe iber.
* * *

The lib ra ry  is a live ly, in te resting  p lace  w ith  many 
new and exc itin g  books. R eference books have been 
a llow ed out fo r the  firs t tim e. There are ta lk in g  s igns 
such as “ Look w h a t’s a round the c o rn e r”  and “ En­
joy  your read ing  th is  te rm ” . I look fo rw a rd  to  my 
lib ra ry  lesson every week.

Janet M illa r.

THURSDAY

W hen I g row  up I am gow ing  to  bee a M other 
beekoos I d on t like  been anyth ing  else.

Bronw yn M cG illiv ray , Sub. A.
W hen I g row  up I w hod licke  to  be a sw im ing

t o a r h p r

Bennita  O swell, Sub. A.

W hen I g row  up I am go ing  to  be a housew ife  at 
home.

Megan G aw ith , Sub. A.

CREATIVE W RITING

Once upon a tim e  the re  was a fa iry. She was a 
k ind  fa iry  wen a person was s ik  she wed make them 
bette.

Sharon W erner, Sub A.

Once upon a tim e  it was a fa iry  it was fly ing  
a round and around.

Jenny Young Thom pson, Sub A.

On Sunday I was a buw t to  ju p  in the poo l when 
I so r there  was a horid  frog  in the pool I ran to  my 
fa ther and to ld  him there  was a frog  in the pool and 
I was to  fry tn  to  sw iem . My fa the r sed I w ont k ill the 
frog my job  is not to  k ill th ig  it is to  sef th ig .

N ico la  Caine, Sub A.

A fa iry  is by a strem  wen a long cam  a Queen and 
she was ho rib le  she seys w ay are you here in are 
green garden.

Cam illa  du Preez, Sub A.

W un day a g ir l (go t har tack ies  at hom e and the 
gam steacher sed w here is your tack ies  and the g irl 
sed I f ig o t them  at home.

A le tha  Cruse, Sub A.

Onse apon a tim e  th e r livd a w itch  how  livd in a 
co ttage  w ich  w as m ade ov bones she ate litt le  
ch ild ren  one day a litt le  g ir l was the Q ueen ’s da ter 
and tha t litt le  g ir l had to  je lu s  s is tres  one n igh t the r 
parents w ent ou t and the th ree  s is tres  w are left 
a lone  and the s is tres  w are ho rrib le  they tu rfed  her 
out and she d id n it no w her to  go so by m istak she 
went to  the w itch is  hom e and go t eaten up.

L indsay Ayerst, Sub A.

SILLY WIG

One day S illy  W ig was s ittin g  in the s ittin g  room 
w ith  his m other. Now his m other was d rink ing  beer 
and sm oking  at the sam e tim e. S illy  W ig had never 
seen a s igare  so he th o ug h t his m other w as on fire . 
So he rushed to  his m other shou ting  “ M other m other 
you a re  on f ire ”  and he to o k  hold of her beer and 
poured it over her. S illy  W ig to ld  me h is m other 
sm elt o f beer fo r a w ho le  week.

Use R ichter, Sub B.

MAURITIUS

A t M auritius  the w ind is so s trong  th a t the cow s 
fly. In M auritius  you r roofs com e off. It is true  
because I know  tw o  peop le  tha t are french , they 
live in M auritius.

C lodagh M annion, Sub B.
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HORSE
A m other H orse was w a iting  pash in ly  fo u r her 

babby. A t long last it cam e. It soon lirn t how to  tro t 
and a ll the  o ther th ings  you no. But there  was one 
th ing  tha t he was unhappy about. Becore  his m other 
had to ld  him  som etim e in his life  there  wood be a 
h o rib l th ing . And he fow d out w ot it was. The th ing  
was th a t she w ood one day leve him . The annm ils  
in the farm  trid  to  com fed him . B u t invane. Then 
B rany had an ideaer. He said to  him  when I was 
sm orl my m om m y w hent awy from  me and I am 
happy now.

D orothy Thorn ton , Sub B.

ONS ONTBYT
Ons eerste m aaltyd is d ie  on tby t en d it is my w erk 

om d ie  ta fe l te  dek. Eers goo i ek d ie  ta fe ldo e k  oo r 
d ie  ta fe l. Daarna b ring  ek d ie  servette , messe, vurke, 
lepe ls  en borde. Dan s it ek d ie  borde  op d ie  ta fe l. 
Dan b ring  ek d ie  b rood, d ie  konfyt, d ie  bo tterpo t, 
d ie  su ike rpo t, d ie  sout- en peperpo tjie s  en ’n beker 
vol m elk. Dan s it ek d ie  ko ffie  kopp ies  op d ie  ta fe l. 
Dan b ring  ek g lase v ir  d ie  m elk en na on tbyt he lp ek 
m oeder om d ie  sko tte lgoed  te  was.

B e linda  M orris, Std. 2.

DRAUGHTS
I am p lay ing  d raughts,
I am nervous, 
w ill I ca tch  her 
o r w ill she ca tch  me?
W ill she see I ’m there  
and ca tch  me out?
Oh dear she  has,
I t ’s my tu rn ,
I move one,
She moves one,
Yeah I can ca tch  her out,
A re n 't I lucky  I ’ve nearly  w on!
It ’s you r tu rn . I say d o n ’t dream  
I w ant to  play.
She has her tu rn , 
and moves one space.
I have m ine and I move,
I w ill not le t her ca tch  me now!
Hey d o n 't cheat!
It ’s my tu rn  now.
Oh w e ll I won.
Le t’s go and have som eth ing  to eat!

Sandra Line, Std. 2.

GOMI
Gom i gom i gom i go rgeous gom i 
That was c lose. Oops! S illy !
Never m ind I w ill ge t ano the r turn .
Oh sham e J ill w as out too.
Oh it ’s W endy, she ’ ll never be out. Ho Ho!
My tu rn  aga in . Now Deb jum p high.
Yay, I m ade it but now  its sk inn ies.
I hope I m ake it. Oh p lease Deb m ake it.
Can I have a P.O. p lease? No 
I ’ve go t to  jum p in the co rre c t way.
I m ade it b rills ,
W hat shou ld  I do now?
I w ill do  n inety-n ines 
I 'l l never be out. Oh Dear,
The B e lls  gone.

D. A. A rton , Std. 2.

ONS VRUGTEBOORD

My vader het 'n baie m ooi v rug teboo rd  op sy 
plaas. In sy vrug teboo rd  is daar baie soorte  vrugte . 
My vader snoei d ie  borne in d ie  w in te r en d ie  borne 
b loe i in d ie  lente. In d ie  som er is daa r baie vrugte 
soos perskes, pru im e, appelkose , pere, vye, en 
d ru iw e. One kan nie al d ie  vrug te  eet nie. My 
m oeder maak kcn fy t daarvan en m aak gedroog te  
perskes en rosyne.

G illian  A ronson, Std. 2.

IF I WERE A PRINCESS . . .

If I were a p rincess
There 'd  be such a com m otion
Ladies-in-w aiting , servants, bu tle rs
Hoping fo r p rom otion
W aiting  to  a ttend  my com m ands
G ently  w ash ing my soft, sm ooth  hands

If I w ere a p rincess
I ’d have a super red long dress
But if I tr ipped , my fr iends  w ou ld  say,
'H ere com es a high c lass m ess"!

But if I w ere of roya lty  
I w ou ld  k idnapped  be 
So I th in k  I w ould  ra ther 
Be me . . .

C. Neser, Std. 3.

N NOUE ONTKOMING

Eendag het ek en my b roe r op die dam  gaan seil. 
Daar w as ’n sterk w ind en d it was 'n m oe ilike  dag 
om d ie  jag  te seil.

Net toe ons gedraa i het, het ’n s te rk  w ind d ie  jag 
laa t om val. D it het om geval en ek was onder. My 
voe t het vasges it by d ie  roe r en ek kon hom nie uit- 
ruk nie. Net toe  ek nie m eer asem gehad het nie, 
het ek ’n gedaante  gesien.

Toe ek w eer bygekom  het, het ek v ir my ma ge- 
vra, “ Hoekom  is ek in my bed en . . . en . . . en wat 
het gebeu r? ”  Toe sê my m oeder v ir my da t ek 
am per in d ie  dam  ve rd rin k  het m aar my b roe r het 
my lewe gered.

Ek was so dankbaar dat ek my b roe r vyf rand 
van my e ie  ge ld  gegee het.

M ary Jooste, Std. 3.

'N NOUE ONTKOMING

Eendag wou ek per fie ts  na d ie  poskan too r gaan. 
Ek was net by d ie  hoek van K erkstraa t toe  ek teen 
'n bus gebots  het.

Die bus het gou-gou s tilgehou  en d ie  bestuu rde r 
het na my gehard loop . Toe het hy my opgete l en 
my na d ie  sypaad jie  geneem .

Hy het b inne  'n hu is gegaan en hy het 'n am bu- 
lans gebel. Die am bu lans het gou gekom  en my 
hosp itaa l toe  geneem . Die vo lgende  m óre toe ek 
w akker gew ord  het, het my lyf ba ie seer gevoel. Die 
ve rp leegs te r het my verte l w at gebeur het.

Sy het v ir  my gesê dat ek net 'n paar skrape 
gehad het en d it was 'n baie nou on tkom ing .

G illian  M acKenzie, Std. 3.
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RIPPLEWAVE THE DOLPHIN
Ripp lew ave tu rned  over laz ily  in the w ater. He 

no ticed  th a t a pecu lia r-shaped rock  was w ith in  20 
feet o f h im , then  rea lised th is  was no rock, th is  was 
the fin  of a tig e r shark. S w iftly  he tu rned  and raced 
fo r  hom e but th e  cu rre n t seem ed to  be pu lling  
aga ins t h im . He was d raw n in to  huge jaw s and 
sw a llow ed.

He was im prisoned in the w h a le ’s cavernous 
tum m y!

W hen Rip had a lm ost g iven up hope, the whale 
opened its m outh. W ithou t th in k in g  he rushed out 
and a lm ost ran in to the sh a rk ’s jaws, fo r the shark, 
know ing  it had it 's  prey trapped, had prow led 
a round the w hale.

Rip raced away, the shark  fo llow ed  h is scent. He 
gave a g re a t leap and landed on a rock. The shark 
fo llo w e d  bu t he crashed to  h is death  on the  rocks.

Rip survived.
He lay the re  fo r nearly  an hour, w h ile  the  flies  

se ttled  on his b leed ing  flanks.
Then, w hen h is s treng th  retu rned he s lipped  in to 

the w ater, and le ft the  shark beh ind him.
C. Neser, Std. 3.

THE SQUIRREL
The bushy-ta iled  squ irre l scam pered  up the  tree 

in a trem endous hurry fo r be low  him  was a g ian t 
dog. Teeth show ing , bark ing  and g row ling , the  enor­
m ous beast rushed at th is  m in ia tu re  an im al. As he 
ran fo r his life  his legs w ere shak ing  and his eyes 
w ere c losed  in te rro r  hop ing he w ou ld  no t fa ll out 
of the tree.

T. Beck, Std. 3.

BUILDING AT THE PREP SCHOOL
Bum ps, thum ps, g run ts  a ll th rough  lessons. I 

th in k  they 're  bu ild ing  som eth ing  out there . But w hat 
is it? M aybe i t ’s a sw im m ing  poo l, c lassroom  or 
even a pa lace. Does anyone know  what tha t noise
is? Sw ish, sw ish and m ore sw ish. W hat can it be?
It sounds like  cem ent be ing s lopped on to  a b rick. 
Maybe it is. W hat's  tha t?  A p lank c rack ing?  A lo rry  
arrives; m ost pecu lia r. I w ish  I knew  w hat was go ing  
on out there.

Jane Yeats, Std. 3.

SW IM M ING  AT NEWLANDS
Miss E lm s says “ C url up you r legs M ary ''
I run and ju m p  as n im b le  as a fairy.
“ You fo rg o t to  s tra igh ten  you r legs
They w ere  squashed tog e th e r like  c lo thes-pegs”

I leap t and sprang r ig h t to  the  moon
I say “ M iss E lm s I jum ped too  soon
I fo rg o t to  tu c k  my head rig h t in.
So I w ent in s tra ig h t as a p in .”

M ary Jooste, Std. 3.

HAIKU
R olling  dow n the  m ounta ins
H id ing  the va lleys
The m ist s tre tches  fa r out.

A n ina  van de r M erwe, Std. 4.

CLAREMONT GARDENS
As you w a lk in to  the C la rem on t G ardens you get 

a fee ling  of qu ie t restfu lness. The firs t tree  you see 
is gnarled  and s p lit up in to  d iffe re n t trunks, each 
m ore cu rious  than the other. The coo l, fresh g reen­
ery m akes a shady archw ay, and on the g round 
flow ers  such as w hite -faced  arum  lilies, b loom . The 
co lo u rfu l azaleas form  a pu rp le  ca rpe t under the 
old N orfo lk land  Pines, and, at the  w a te r's  edge, tiny 
b luebe lls , w h ich  look like  fa iry  pa in tbrushes give off 
th e ir own fa iry ta le . D ucks of d iffe re n t shapes and 
sizes sw im  happly in the sha llow  grey-green m urky 
w a te r of th e ir pond. W eaver b irds  hum happ ily  as 
they m ake the ir sum m er nests, not even ca ring  about 
the th rong  of happy faces, s ta ring  at them , from  
pos itions  on the  ricke ty , w ooden b ridge , w hich 
curves over the water.

Jane Johnson, Std. 4.

THE FROG IN THE FRIDGE
A frog  in the  fr id g e  is fun you say
But let me te ll you w hat happened one day when
I opened the fr idge  to  get out som e cream
and I found a frog  a ll s lim y and green
He began jum p ing  around
O nto the cheese tha t w e ighed a pound
O nto the m ilk  in one bound

I tr ied  to  ca tch  him w ith  a ll my m ight
But I bet you can guess what happened a lr ig h t
I tu rned  the fr id g e  upside  down
Try ing to  ca tch  the litt le  green c low n
A pp le  sauce, co ttage  p ie
a ll go t th row n  into the sky
Potatoes and ca rro ts  fe ll on the  flo o r
P ick les  w ent sa iling  out of the door

And I can m ention  many th in g s  m ore 
That happened the day I opened the  doo r 
But to  cu t a long s to ry short 
I ’m a fra id  to  say
That he s till lives the re  to  th is  very day.

Kim Gray, Std. 4.

DAYDREAMING
Note a fte r note soars skyw ards. No! tha t passage 

is w rong. Go over it aga in  . . . and again. There 
is no tim e fo r anyth ing  but p ractice . I m ust get th is  
p iece  perfect! H ande l's  m usic sounds haunting ly  
beautifu l.

A fte r weeks of p rac tice  “ The D ay" has fina lly  
arrived ! As I am tun ing  up in the o rches tra  p it I 
can hear the aud ience  f illin g  the hall. A t last the  
d o o r is c losed. I, w a lk ing  p roud ly  but nervously 
beh ind the conduc to r, take  my seat as so lo  fla u tis t 
in fron t o f the  sea of faces. W hen it is my lu rn  I 
stand up and take  a deep breath . A fte r the firs t 
trem u lous notes. I fo rg e t my fears. I am in o ther 
spheres p lay ing  H ande l’s g lo riou s  songs.

W hen the m usic com es to  an end the app lause  is 
dea fen ing.

Long a fte r the co n d uc to r and the o rches tra  has 
le ft I s till hear the c lapp ing .

“ C la ir . . . C la ir !”  it was M other. “ A re  you day­
dream ing  a ga in?"

C la ir  G roo tendors t, Std. 4.
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A LIMERICK
There once was a litt le  o ld  man 
W ho on ly  ate roast leg of lamb 
He ate  it w ith  peas 
And m ou ldy sta le  cheese.
And said “ Oh! how s illy  I am !"

D e irbh le  M annion. Std. 4.

JAN EN ANDRIES GAAN BERGKLIM
Twee jong  seuns, Jan en Andries, stap op 'n 

plaas, naby 'n g roo t berg rond.
Andries: Kom ons gaan be rgk lim , Jan!
Jan: Dis 'n gawe plan, m aar Pa en Ma m oet nie 

u itv ind  nie, hoor? H u lle  het ons al d ikw e ls  gewaar- 
sku hoe gevaarlik  d it is.

Die seuns stap to t by d ie  berg, en beg in  om by 
’n hoë krans op te k lim .

Jan: Gee my jou  hand, Andries. D ie k lip p e  is g lad 
en los.

Andries: H ier is my hand. Soe! ek is m oeg. Ek het 
n ie gew eet d it is so ’n lang ent nie!

Jan: Ek is ook m oeg, m aar ge lukk ig  is h ier 'n dun 
lys w aarop ons kan rus.

Andries: Hou sty f vas sodat ek jou  h ie r kan 
op trek.

Jan: Help! Help! D ie k lip p e  o nder my voete gee 
pad. Help my, asseb lie f Andries!

Andries: Jou hand is bu ite  my bere ik , Jan!
Jan val van d ie  krans af, en lê d o o ds til onder op 

d ie  g rond . A ndries  roep sy ouers, w at da d e lik  d ie 
hosp itaa l bel.

By d ie  hosp itaa l.
M oeder: Ag, Andries, ons het ju lle  al so d ikw e ls  

gew aarsku. G e lukk ig  is Jan nie erg  beseer nie!
Vader: Ja, m aar as ek ju lle  seuns w eer naby daar- 

d ie  berg s ien, is d ie  du iw e l los.
Andries: Toem aar Pa, ek en Jan het ons les 

ge leer!
A n ina  van d e r M erwe, Std. 4.

’N VERRASSING
Ek was a ltyd  lus om d ie  b lokk iesraa ise l in d ie  koe- 

ran t te  doen. Ek het a ltyd  gehoop dat ek d it sou 
wen, m aar ek het d it noo it gedoen nie.

Toe ek al a lle  hoop opgegee het, het ek d ie  b lo k ­
k iesraa ise l v ir  d ie  grap ingestuu r. ’n W eek la te r het 
ek in d ie  tu in  gespeel. Ek het al a lles van d ie  kom- 
pe tis ie  vergeet, en w as baie verras toe  ek d ie  te le - 
foon hoor lu i. Ek het geantw oord  en ’n man se stem 
gehoor. “ Is jy  Ju ffrou  M o l? ”  “ J a .”  “ Jy het d ie  b lo k ­
k iesraa ise l in d ie  koeran t gewen. D ie prys is twee- 
honderd  rand .”  Ek het am per van v reugde geskree, 
ek was so bly. Ek het a lm al daarvan verte l to t hu lle  
am per s iek van ve rve ling  was. ’n Paar dae la te r het 
die man my w eer gebel. Hy het gesê dat om dat ek 
so jo n k  was, sou hu lle  liew ers v ir my 'n m ooi present 
gee in p laas van d ie  ge ld . Toe het 'n tw eede g roo t 
ve rrass ing  gekom .

Een dag, ko rt daarna, het iem and aan d ie  deur 
geklop ; en daar was 'n  man m et ’n p rag tige  gram a- 
foon en rad io  en ’n bunde l van d ie  a lle rnuu ts te  
plate.

C athe rine  M oll. Std. 4.

FRIDAY THE THIRTEENTH

Friday the T h irteen th  w hat a day!
I’m sure i t ’s a ll true  what the supe rs titio n s  say,

That F riday the T h irteen th  is a bad, bad day.

For a s ta rt I w oke up late,
A t b reakfast I d ropped my plate!
When I looked up from  the mess on the floo r 
There was my m other s tand ing  a n g rily  at the door!

I g rabbed my su itcase  and rushed fo r the  ca r 
As I was runn ing  I s lipped  on the  tar!
W hen I looked  up from  my hand w h ich  was d irty  

and my knees w h ich  w ere raw 
There was my fa ther w ho gave a despa iring  roar!

I w a lked in to  the c lassroom  w ith  a heavy heart, 
Fee ling  everyth ing  was w rong  from  the start.
The geography tes t was te rr ib ly  hard,
I d readed seeing tha t m ark on the repo rt card .

On the way to  lunch  rain fe ll from  the sky 
W hat a day I sa id w ith  a s igh!
W hen w e go t the re  I w as wet and grum py
And to make m atte rs w orse the soup was a ll lum py!

2.45 and free  at last!
I pray a ll the  trou b le s  of the T h irteen th  are  past
W hen I a rrived  home
I fe ll on my bed w ith  a groan
W hat a ho rrib le  day I’ve had
I’m sure ano the r cou ld  not be so bad!

Jean M oodie, Std. 4.

A HOT SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT FARMER 
DUNKLEBERRY’S

The farm  dozed and dream ed, peacefu l and quiet. 
Nobby, the  ca rtho rse , swayed on his o ld , tired  legs 
in tim e  w ith  his deep, s low  brea th ing . The hens 
goss iped  c lucked  and g igg led  tog e th e r w h ile  th e ir 
o ffsp ring  sc ra tched  around in the d irt. A rat sku lked  
in the shadow s w a iting  fo r the  chance  to steal an 
egg. The ca lf sucked at her m o the r's  teats d ream ily , 
th in k in g  o f the  days when she w ou ld  be as b ig  and 
beautifu l as her p lac id  parent. The bees laz ily  hum ­
med around th e ir  hive, s ing ing  lu lla b ie s  to  th e ir  
babies. The fa rm dogs lay p roud ly  in fron t o f the 
farm house, s leep ing  w ith  one eye open. The p igs 
lay on th e ir  s ides sno ring  loud ly  and sque lch ing  in 
the mud and g rim e  on the f lo o r of th e ir sty. In the 
fa rm house lay Farm er D unk leberry  h im self, peace­
fu lly  s lum be ring  on th e  c reak ing  bed, his fa t be lly  
qu ive ring  at each in take of breath. Next to  him  his 
w ife, equa lly  ro tund, s lep t, her lips  fixed  in a serene 
sm ile . O uts ide  the a ir was s till and su ltry , m ourn ing  
fo r the  death of the  w ind.

C aro line  D ow dle, Std. 5.
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KING THEODORE

King Theodore  (T heo ) aw oke one C hris tm as m or­
n ing to  hear the cho rus of the pa lace b irds  and the 
gen tle  snores of his ra the r lean and angu la r wife, 
C orde lia . He ro lled  over in h is b ig four-posted  bed, 
so tha t he faced her. He gave her an early  m orn ing 
kiss and w h ispered  a fa in t “ Happy C h ris tm as”  in 
her le ft ear. She acknow ledged  th is  s ta tem ent w ith  
a nod and a w h ispe r. The  king tum b led  out of bed 
and w add led  across the c reak ing  pa lace  floo rs , his 
huge be lly  g rum b ling  as he went. He dressed up 
in to  his royal c lo thes  and wedged h im self into a 
cha ir. H is be lly  went in to  ro lls  as he sat down, and 
he sm iled as he read a sen tence  in the “ A rm our 
T im es”  tha t p leased him .

Just before  C o rde lia  rose, K ing Theo hastily  re­
trea ted  from  the room . He cam e back about a qua r­
te r of an hour la ter, bearing  a huge box. He s tag ­
gered eagerly  in to  the room  w ith  sw eat pouring  
dow n his red face. He th rew  the box onto the  bed 
and fo llo w e d  it, pan ting . A fte r he had caught back 
his breath he said, “ Just a litt le  som eth ing  fo r you 
my d e a r.”  C o rde lia  opened the  box w ith  g rea t en­
thusiasm . Inside, she found  a rid ing  k it o f top 
qua lity  in c lud ing  a b rid le  and sadd le . She was then 
inv ited to  w a lk dow nsta irs  in to  the cou rtya rd  w here 
she found a handsom e b la ck  hunter.

The p leasure  on the K in g ’s face  was a lm ost as 
g rea t as th a t on C o rd e lia ’s. He then bu rs t in to  song 
and hauled C o rde lia  in to  his arms. She, rather 
shocked at th is  gesture , qu ie tened  Theo down, by 
rem ind ing  him  of the se rvan ts ’ presence. A fte r th is  
happy s ta rt to  C hris tm as day the  overjoyed coup le  
retu rned to  the pa lace to  en joy the  festive  breakfast.

Lou ise M urdock, Std. 5.

THE TRAMP

He w a lked  across the  path, unshaven, g rim y and 
hunched. S trands of th in , greasy g rey ha ir hung 
lim p ly  down, a round his haggard, w rin k le d  face. His 
eyes w ere d im  and du ll, perhaps w ith  the  know ledge  
tha t he was o ld , unw anted and a lone. He hobbled  
to  a pa tch  of grass and sank dow n w eakly. I saw 
how his shoes w ere to rn  and m oth-eaten on the 
unders ides. H is trouse rs  w ere  patched ragged ly  w ith 
leaves and squashed grass and his sh irt, so iled, 
w eatherw orn  and grubby, was no be tter. His beard 
hung down to  his chest and the s tubb le  on his 
cheeks was b lack w ith  g rim e and filth . He stood up 
shak ily  and I saw his hat, w h ich  he had been ca rry ­
ing. The top  w as bashed in and the edges w ere 
to rn  and cu rled . He w ore  a th readba re  old coa t 
w h ich  hung loose ly  a round fra il shou lders . He hob­
b led s low ly  in to  the d is tance , his sca rred , brown 
hand g rasp ing  his kno tted , gna rled  stick.

C h ris tine  P u lverm acher, Std. 5.

THE FIGHT
It was late at n igh t, an ow l hooted in the s ilen t 

darkness. Som ething  m oved in the leaves below . It 
was a snake. It h issed and s lithe red  out a long  the 
dry, cracked  earth. The ow l saw him  and p ie rced  
the s ilence  w ith  a long, m onotonous hoot, then 
dived dow n in an a lm ost ve rtica l pos ition . She 
caught the snake ’s ta il and shook it t i l l  it b led. The 
snake tu rned  w ith  angry, bu rn ing  eyes and struck. 
The dust flew  up and fea the rs  m ing led  w ith  b lood, 
fe ll upon the g round. The ow l flu tte red  to the 
ground a few  yards away from  the snake. A fte r a 
few  om inous m om ents they cha rged  at each o ther 
again, both of s tr ik in g  the other. For a m om ent, 
ne ithe r of them  cou ld  be seen in the  fig h t. Then, 
a fte r m any a ttacks, they parted m aking a loud h iss­
ing noise.

S uddenly, the  ow l, w ith  in fu ria ted  de te rm ina tion  to 
m ake an end to  th is  g reen-speckled  varm in t, sprang 
upon it, but the snake tu rned  and stood  on end, 
tongue  f lic k in g . The owl held on and sudden ly 
feathers, snake, ow l and dust flew  in to  the a ir and 
fe ll again. The snake lay stunned. H is b loody, sandy 
skin was to rn  to  shreds. The ow l, s till de term ined  to  
k ill him , d ived fo r him caught his w rig g lin g  body in 
her b lood -s ta ined  ta lons, flew  h igh in to the a ir and 
d ropped it. It fe ll upon a stone, w rig g le d  and stayed 
s till. The tr ium p h a n t ow l flew  in to  the d is tance  of 
the  b reak ing  dawn.

A b iga il M ath ieson, Std. 5.

THE BROOK
I daw d led  a long beside the b rook. It babb led  over 

its sandy bed, gu rg lin g  gently . M inow s darted  in and 
out of the  cave-like  stones, as if sho t from  silen t, 
im aginary guns, send ing  bubb les up to  the surface, 
like  soap suds.

The peta ls of tho rny  rose-bushes floa ted  a long  like  
the co lou red  sa ils  o f v ik ing  sh ips on restless seas. 
They rose and fe ll w ith  the w ater, som etim es pu lled  
u nder and som etim es th row n  ashore.

The sun filte re d  th rough  the au tum n-co loured  
trees, ba th ing  in soft, warm  rays of go ld . They pene­
tra ted  the w ate r so tha t each lit t le  r ip p le  looked 
like  g o ld -tin ted  g lass. It was a scene of peace and 
tra n q u illity .

B row n and green palm  trees bent and sagged 
over the c le a r w a te r shad ing  it like  a sun-um bre lla . 
The o th e r trees w atched the  w ater, t ic k lin g  it w ith  
th e ir  fo rky  b ranches. They w ere gods and the  stream  
was under th e ir  p ro tec tion .

Reeds waved th e ir  ve lve ty-brow n heads— to  and 
fro, rocked  by the  breeze.

The w a ttle  trees, like  g rea t ye llow  banners do tted  
the banks of the brook. T he ir ye llow  ba lls  floa ted  
down from  th e ir  b ranches to  d is in te g ra te  as they h it 
the w ater. They m ade a cover of ye llow  flu ff as they 
flo a t dow nstream  to  be rep laced  by ano the r fa ll.

The po lished  stones, above the  w ater, re flec ted  
ligh t and shone like  co ld  suns in w ater.

The roots of trees lay like  the tang led  mess of a 
w itches  hair, th row n  about by the w ind . Darkness 
was com ing  on and g loom iness s ta rted  to  pester 
the happy scene.

A b iga il M ath ieson, Std. 5.
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CURSING THE SUN

The sun— a se lf-con ta ined  ball o f (ire  w ith  on ly  the 
vast em pty sky as his k ingdom ! He be lieves he is 
loved by every liv ing crea tu re , and hears only 
pra ises r ing ing  a round him . Paying no a tten tion  to 
the th irs ty  g round  tha t gasps fo r w ater, he evapor­
ates rain c louds  and b lushes w ith  pride.

“ Oh, you b eas t!”  scream s the earth  s ilen tly . “ Go 
away! I w ant w ater! W ater!

You id le , shapeless brute, a rrogan t foo l, b loa ted  
g low -w orm ! You feed on the life  of so il, cow ard ! 
God gave you too  m uch pow er. You tu rn  lakes into 
sandpits , fo rests  in to  deserts, m ounta ins in to  peb­
bles.

One day, you p resum ptious pom-pom , som e c louds 
w ill ca tch  you napp ing— and it w ill rain . . . ra in  . . . 
rain . . . and you r fie ry  p ride  w ill be d row n e d .”

R osalind English, Std. 5.

H ighw ickw eg 11,
K en ilw orth .
7070
9 Mei 1974

Liew e B rig itte

In d ie  vakansie  het my ouers v ir ons na W ankie- 
w ild tu in  geneem . W ankie  is in R hodesië geleë en 
d it is baie p rag tig . Ons het in rondaw els geb ly en 
het geslam pe gebru ik . Ons het in d ie  m otor rond- 
gery en gaan soek na d iere . Terw yl ons rondgery 
het, het ons 'n baie in te ressante  d ing  gesien en ek 
w il v ir jou  daarvan verte l.

Op S a terdagm iddag het my vader ’n leeu gesien. 
D ie leeu het s tad ig  voren toe  gekru ip  na ’n roo ibok 
wat in d ie  gras gew ei het. W anneer hy naby genoeg 
was, het hy d ie  bok s to rm ge loop . Toe het d ie  leeu 
op d ie  bok a igestorm  m aar ’n yste rvark het in sy 
pad gekom . Die leeu kon hom se lf n ie keer nie en 
het op d ie  d ie r beland. Die ys te iva rk  het wegge- 
ha rd loop  en d ie  leeu het ’n pen in sy poo t gekry. 
D ie leeu kon nie d ie  pen u itk ry  nie en het kruppe l- 
kruppe l in d ie  ve ld w eggestap. ’n W eek la te r het 
ons d ie  leeu dood gesien. Ons d in k  da t hy van hon- 
ge r gevrek het.

Jy m oet na W ankie  gaan want jy  sal ba ie in te res­
sante  d inge  sien en leer. Ek het d it ba ie gen ie t in 
W ankie en ek hoop da t as jy  daarheen gaan, sal 
jy  d it ook baie geniet.

Jou vriend in , 
Leigh.

Leigh M ukheiber, Std. 5.

CURSE OF THE WIND

You w h irl about like  an insane hu rricane  
H ow ling  you r com p la in ts  to  the earth 
M iserab le  expanse of no th ingness 
G ripp ing  the earth  in your body,
And th row ing  it about m erc iless ly .
You s trip  the trees of th e ir  beauty 
Pushing you r way on a im less ly  
C ry ing like  a luna tic  in darkness,
Calm  your b lind  ways!

A b ig a il M ath ieson, Std. 5.

A WINTER LANDSCAPE

I trudged  a long  in the s ile n t woods, fee ling  a lm ost 
sorry  fo r every fo o tp r in t I made in the frosty, un­
b lem ished snow. But my sp ir its  cou ld  not stay de­
pressed for long in th is  c risp  and m ystic  atm osphere. 
I touched  a fr ig id  branch  w here a rob in  sat. He 
looked down on me from  his icy w in te r palace, then 
he took  fligh t.

I had a lready w alked on fo r som e tim e, en joy ing  
the  trace ry  of the fr ig id  b ranches and the penetra t­
ing co ld  aga inst my cheeks, when it began to snow. 
The snow flakes looked like  fa iries  danc ing  the ir 
s trange dance.

I awoke from  my dream  w ith  a s ta rt when I s tum ­
b led over a log, tha t had fa llen  across the pathw ay 
in a s torm . I sat dow n on it, fac ing  the way I had 
com e a long— my fo o tp rin ts  looked fo rlo rn . The snow 
had fa llen  from  the b ranch  I touched  and was now 
be ing deprived  o f snow. I held out my hand and a 
few snow  flakes d ropped  in my palm , lig h t as 
feathers.

I go t up aga in  and w alked to  the p la in , where, in 
the  spring , a sheet of f lo w e r had covered  it, as if to  
p ro te c t it aga inst rain  and gales.

The litt le  pond in the m id d le  of the p la in  had 
frozen over. I looked at it tenderly . I rem em bered 
those  days I skated on it and when I cam e home, 
hot cocoa  had been w a iting  fo r me.

I made a feeb le  a ttem pt at laugh ing  my fee lings 
away w h ich  w ere  rush ing  to  me. I co u ld n ’t he lp re­
m em bering tha t I was now  w ith o u t my paren ts to  
en joy th is  w ith .

I tu rned  and made fo r the  youth hostel w here I 
was staying. The spe ll had broken! The snow flakes 
no longer seemed fa iries  to  me; the icy, A rc tic  fie lds  
seemed hostile . I w as g lad when I stepped ins ide  
again.

Laura de Rooy, Std. 5.



54 THE HERSCHELIAN

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN IRON AGE GIRL

My name is E iki. I live in G lastonbury  Lake v illage  
w h ich  is in Som erset. In the m orn ing  I s it in ou r little  
hut sp inn ing . My litt le  s is te r tw is ts  w oo l in to  long 
th reads. I do  a m ore com p lica ted  jo b  of weaving 
and we make a w oo llen  c lo th .

S om etim es I take  F lax w h ich  has a w ild  b lue 
flow e r and then I ge t b lue th read  from  it. A ll the 
men have le ft the  v illage . They go ashore early  in 
the m orn ing  to  look a fte r ou r fie ld s  and an im als 
but they return  here at n ight.

O ur v illage  is b u ilt on the C ornga te  m arsh. My 
tw o  o lde r b ro the rs  and my fa the r made the house. 
F irs t they d rove  big logs of wood in to  the mud. 
Then on top  o f tha t they bu ilt our s im p le  house.

I o ften go to  v is it my best fr ien d , Corna. O nce she 
gave me a beautifu l b ronze com b and so now I can 
always keep my ha ir tidy . The huts in the Farm v il­
lage are b u ilt o f w a ttle . There is a pole in the m idd le  
to  hold up the roo f and the re  is a fla t hearth stone 
on the flo o r. If the  heavy stone s inks in to  the g round 
we put ano the r stone on top  of that.

My o ldest bro ther, P icta, is very handsom e and 
he w ears a sho rt tu n ic  and a w oo llen  cap. He also 
w ears a c loak  w ith o u t s leeves and sk in  shoes.

My p re tty  litt le  s is te r is never a lone. W henever 
she goes to  ge t food from  the farm s the re  is a lways 
a crow d of boys hanging  a round her. A t the  m om ent 
she is w earing  a beautifu l d ress sewn under her 
arms. On her d ress is a be lt w ith  a beautifu l bronze 
buckle .

The C hie f o f ou r v illa g e  is C hie f K randon. He is 
very fie rce  and my s is te r and I are a fra id  of him . 
At the  farm  v illage  he rides a round in his cha rio t. 
He is a lways shou ting  at peop le  in a s ten torian  
voice. Som e tr ibe s  have k ings and queens, but the 
tr ibe s  a lways fig h t each o ther. Som e slaves cap tured  
in ba ttle  have to  be spec ia l servants to  ou r ch ie f.

My m other has d ied  from  a s ickness and we were 
a ll very m elancho ly  fo r a few  days. A fte r th a t we 
ju s t ca rried  on as usual, bu t w ith o u t a m other.

I am rea lly  a very happy g ir l excep t fo r the  loss of 
my m other. I have to  go to  bed early  to n ig h t be­
cause to m o rro w  m orn ing  is a festiva l.

Vanessa Rakin, Std. 5.

N NOUE ONTKOMING

V oor ons huis op d ie  p laas is daar ’n dam . D it 
was baie warm  en ek het d ie  bes lu it geneem  da t ek 
sou gaan swem . D it was baie lekker. D ie w a te r was 
so koel soos 'n kom kom m er.

P lo tse ling  voel ek 'n ruk aan my voet. Ek p robeer 
my voet boontoe  kry, m aar my voet ve rsku if nie 'n 
m illim e te r nie. Ek raak pan iekberange  en ek skop 
my voe t b lin d e lin g s , m et d ie  gevo lg  dat my ander 
voet ook vasraak. Ek w ord so bang soos 'n  haas v ir 
'n hond. D it was m oe ilik  om my kop bo d ie  w ater 
te  hou. Ek p robeer skree, m aar my m ond raak vol 
w ater. Ek proes. D it doen ek e tlike  m ale voo rda t ek 
my bewussyn verloor.

Toe het my pa en my boe tie  daarlangs verbyge- 
kom. Ek het d it nie gew eet nie, m aar my pa het d it 
la te r verte l. My pa het my toe u it d ie  w a te r gehaal 
en hy het kunsm atige  asem ha ling  toegepas. Toe ek 
my bewussyn herw in  het, bewe ek soos 'n rie t en my 
pa het v ir my gesê dat ek so b leek soos 'n laken 
was.

Laura de Rooy, Std. 5.

MY LEW ENSSTORIE

Ek is 'n s leu te l en ek w il v ir  u my lew enssto rie  
verte l. Ek was vervaard ig  in d ie  ja a r negentien-hon- 
derd -tw ee-en-tw in tig . Ek is now  tw ee-en-vyftig  jaa r 
oud.

D ie man w at my gem aak het, was Mnr. W atson. 
Ek d in k  da t hy nou dood is. 'n  P rag tige  vrou het 
my gekoop, en ek het in 'n  g ro o t hu is gew oon met 
p rag tige  m eubels. My huis (m y s le u te lg a t)  was in 
’n w o n d e rlike  an tieke  lessenaar. Eendag het een 
van die vrou se k inde rs  my u itge trek  en m et my ge- 
speel. het my o ra ls  rondgegoo i en ek het baie seer- 
gekry. Sy het ve rgeet om my te rug  te  s it en ek het 
v ir tw ee dae op d ie  g rond  ge lê  en toe  het d ie  diens- 
m eisie my opgete l, m aar sy het nie gew eet hoe om 
’n s leu te l te  behandel n ie  en het my baie hard inge- 
steek en ek het een van my bene gebreek, m aar 
d.'t het gou-gou hee lgew ord .

Eendag het ’n man gekom  en ons w eggeneem , 
w ant hy het ons gekoop. Ons het na ’n m useum  ge- 
gaan en daar geb ly. Baie mense kom  e lke  dag om 
ons te  s ien. Ek is nou baie oud, en ek hou daarvan 
om in my bed te  lê en v ir al d ie  m ense te kyk.

P h ilippa  Leighton-D avies, Std. 5.
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Old Herschelians' Association
THE 1974 CO M M ITTEE

President: Dr. Barbara  S ilberbauer.

V ice-P residen t: M iss Feneila  Douglas.

Chairm an: Mrs. Je n n ife r W ynne (B r im b le ) .

Hon. S ecre ta ry /T re a su re r: Mrs. M ary Loggie  (De 
V illie rs ) .

Games S ecre taries: Mrs. J ill E ckste in  (P h ilip )  and 
M iss G eorg ina  Thom .

CIRCLE SECRETARIES  

Group 1 (A -H)

Miss Feneila  Douglas, 1, The A lbany, Oak Avenue, 
K en ilw orth . (77-4631).

Group 2 (l-Q )

Mrs. A de le  Fouché (Jo o s te ), 23, Lovers W alk, 
K en ilw orth . (71-5374)

Mrs. Tan is Robins (G u ic h e r it) ,  7, M arne Avenue, 
N ew lands. (61-5627)
Groups 3 and 4 (R -Z )

Mrs. A n ita  G ilm our (L o c k w o o d ), P.O. Box 93, 
Lansdow ne. (71-5094)

Mrs. E lizabeth  M cC arthy (H o lm e s ), S ilvertree, 
Pear Lane, C onstantia . (74-1367)

Mrs. Barbara C leave (N e l), 25, Neave S treet, 
C larem ont. (61-6200)

Mrs. Je n n ife r W ynne (B r im b le ) , 35, M alcolm  
Road, R ondebosch. (61-3864)

Group 5 (AA-EE)
Mrs. J ill E ckste in  (P h ilip ) ,  13, Keurboom  Road, 

New lands. (65-2293)
M iss Susan Raath, Chelsea, Bow w ood Road, 

C la rem ont. (77-6512)

Group 6 (FF-JJ)
M iss Edw ina Abbott,
Mrs. S a lly  Ryan (A b b o tt) , Pine C ottage, K laassens 

Road, W ynberg H ill.

Group 7 (KK-M M )
Miss Sally-Ann W ells, L ism ore, A lexandra  Road, 

Ken ilw orth . (77-5119)
M iss S a lly  B rim b le , R iebeeck Lodge, K laassens 

Road, C onstantia . (77-1643)

Minutes of the 48th Annual General Meeting of the Old 
Herschelians Association held in the Library at Herschel 
on Monday, 25th March, 1974 at 8 .00  p.m.

PRESENT: Dr. B. S ilbe rbauer (P re s id e n t), A de le  
Fouché (C h a irm a n ), Mary Loggie  (S e c ./T re a s .) , 
M iss H. C. M cLean and M iss H. Harsant (G uests of 
H o n o u r), M em bers of S ta ff and O ld H ersche lians.

APOLOGIES: 74 apo log ies  w ere received.

WELCOME: A very warm  w e lcom e was extended 
to  a ll by the C ha ir and in p a rtic u la r to  our two 
guests of honour. She said “ M iss M cLean has lived 
in England s ince  her re tirem en t in 1932 and a lthough 
she v is ited  us seven years ago her v is it d id  not 
c o in c id e  w ith  an O ld G irls  G athering . It was th rough 
her tha t the  London Branch rea lly  go t go ing  and 
has been a constan t s tim u lus  to  us here in Cape 
Town. M iss H arsant taugh t m ost o f us to  read and 
w rite . She re tired , as Head of the  K indergarten , last 
year a fte r 38 years at H ersche l, and s till looks the 
same to  me now as I rem em ber her when she taugh t 
me so m any donkeys years ago. Anyway, it is good 
to  know  tha t you are ju s t round the co rn e r and I 
c e rta in ly  fee l tha t you are s till part o f the  S c h o o l” .

MINUTES: As was custom ary the M inutes of the 
last A.G.M ., having been p rin ted  in the m agazine, 
w ere taken as read, and du ly  s igned. Proposed by 
M. M cLennan, seconded by D. Herweg.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS: A fte r many 
years in the C ha ir A de le  Fouché w ished to  resign. 
N om inations w ere ca lled  fo r and Je n n ife r W ynne 
e lec ted. P roposed by M. Loggie, seconded by F. 
Douglas. C ong ra tu la tions  Je n n ife r and a big “ thank 
you ” .

SE C RETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: M. Loggie 
was p leased to p ronounce  us so lven t, but on ly  just. 
Cash on Hand: R179.19. Th is  year we c ircu la te d  
350 cop ies of the m agazine at R1,30 a copy. Tota l 
cost R455.00. Estim ated cost fo r 1974 R475.00. This 
is a long way from  our cash in hand. It is, the re fo re , 
im pera tive  to  try  and keep m agazine costs down. 
Mary suggested we d rop  the d irec to ry . P roposed by
A. Frater, seconded by D. Howes. M iss M cLean 
asked tha t the London B ranch  be kept in touch  w ith 
at least one typed up-to-date copy to  be posted to 
her fo r  her own safe-keeping. She recom m ended fu r­
th e r tha t there  be a tear-o ff ca rd  a ttached to the 
m agazine s ta ting  "o n ly  if you return  th is  card  w ill 
you rece ive  next yea r’s c o p y ” . Her recom m enda­
tion  was unan im ous ly  approved  by the m eeting. 
M ary requested tha t we appo in t som eone to be 
M agazine E ditor. She fe lt the w ho le  O.H.A. Section  
needed a new look. M arian R obertson vo lun teered  
to  pu t the  news together, w ith  assistance.
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GAMES REPORT: M atches had been held th rough  
the year, but J ill E ckste in  needed assis tance. 
G eorg ina  Thom  agreed to help.

OLD G IRLS’ PRIZE: This was aw arded to  the ex- 
Head G irl, F iona M cLach lan . C ong ra tu la tions  F iona!

DR. SILBERBAUER: Dr. S ilbe rb a u er extended her 
persona l w e lcom e to  M iss M cLean and then gave 
a b rie f accoun t of 1973 at H ersche l. Library: C om ­
p le te ly  reca ta logued, m any new books, in c lud ing  
“ D iam ond F ever’ ’ by M arian R obertson, and “ Pa le­
s tin ian  P rob lem ’ ’ by Pam ela Ferguson. They were 
now  w o rk ing  on the Prep S choo l L ib ra ry. Moiteno  
Trust: This m oney to  be used fo r the  fu rthe rance  of 
“ spoken English  and ora l com m un ica tion , m us ic ian ­
ship, p a rticu la r ly  cho ra l s in g in g ” . So fa r M iss 
S w eet’s room  had been en la rged , ca rpe ted  and cu r­
ta ined  w ith  a resulting.; im provem ent in sound. Re­
co rd  lib ra ry  had been restocked and new tape 
reco rd e r bought. P lease does anyone have a con ­
ta c t in th e  U.K. fo r the  purchase  of up-to-date m usic 
books? Diana Austin: The m oney le ft to  H ersche l by 
D iana (nee  D ouglas H a m ilto n ) was to  go tow ards 
a new c lassroom  b lo ck  at the Prep to  enab le  us to 
take  tw o  stream s th ro u g h o u t— 24 ch ild ren  in each. 
Hill Nursery School: T his con tinues  to  be an un­
q ua lified  success w ith  a long w a iting  list. It takes 
80 sm all ones, to  make ou r to ta l com p lem en t 520. 
Situations Desperato: A rt Room—  to ta lly  inadequa te ­
ly equ ipped and too  sm all so tha t a rtis ts  ove rflow  
to the S c ience  Room. S acrilege . D om estic  Science  
Room— also  im poss ib le  fo r to d ay ’s requ irem ents 
and m ade w orse by the A rt Room overflow . Dr. S il­
be rbauer co n c luded  by expressing  h ea rtfe lt thanks 
to Mrs. M ary M u lle r fo r  her devoted and long ser­

vice. The O.H.A. jo in s  in w ish ing  her much happ i­
ness in her retirem ent.

MARIAN ROBERTSON: The A rch ives C om m ittee  
have m ade a s ta rt and have taken advice  from  two 
experienced  ach iv is ts  on num bering , index ing  and 
iden tify ing  pho tog raphs and so on. If anyone has 
any old pho tographs, d ia ries  o r scrapbooks, p lease 
let us have them .

MJSS McLEAN: Miss M cLean expressed her deep 
g ra titu d e  fo r the  w arm th  of the w e lcom e extended 
her. She firs t met Dr. S ilbe rb a u e r at St. A nne ’s—  
she the m aths teache r and Dr. S ilbe rbauer the 
p up il. Later they played hockey tog e th e r— as G oalie  
and R ight Inner— in M iss P o rte r’s C lub. And s till 
la te r w orked  as H eadm istress and B io logy m istress 
at H ersche l. She pra ised the bu ild in g  of the new 
k itchen  as a m ost sens ib le  and fitt in g  m em oria l to  
Edna W ithers and looked fo rw ard  to  unve iling  the 
p laque over the se lf-serv ice  hatch in her m em ory 
la te r in the week.

PRESENTATION: The C hairm an presented a w h ite  
onyx ash tray to  M iss H arsant w ho had been at 
H ersche l fo r as long as we cou ld  rem em ber. It was 
inscribed  “ Presented to H ila ry H arsant from  the Old 
H ersche lians 1935-1973” . We w ere p leased to  invite  
her to  becom e an H onorary L ife  M em ber of the 
O.H.A.

A nge la  F ra te r then thanked Dr. S ilbe rb a u e r fo r 
having us and the M eeting ad jou rned  at 9.15 after 
we had seen a sho rt film  o f the  50th A nn iversary 
M eeting. Tea was then served in the D in ing Room.

London Gathering of Old Herschelians on 8th May, 1974
The London M eeting held on W ednesday, 8th May, 

1974 from  6-8 p.m. w ith  w ine  and cheese, was again 
th is  year at the hom e of N icky (Van de r B ij l)  and 
Ewen M acP herson. M iss M cLean thanked them  
w arm ly  fo r th e ir  repeated ho sp ita lity  and spoke of 
her v is it to  Cape Town in M arch when she had a 
m ost w onde rfu l w e lcom e from  everyone. She said 
how  m uch she apprec ia ted  th a t the  O.H.A. had post­
poned the A.G.M. un til she arrived  and how m uch 
she had en joyed  seeing so many old fr ien d s  on the 
evening of 25th M arch; she a lso v is ited  the  schoo l, 
spend ing  the w ho le  day from  8.15 a.m. onw ards 
there , be ing presen t fo r the  B lessing of the  M em oria l 
K itchen  at m orn ing  assem bly, v is itin g  c lassroom s, 
the P repara to ry  S choo l sw im m ing  gala, and seeing 
the m odern s leep ing  quarte rs. It was a w onderfu l 
day, as was the  w ho le  v is it—  w ith  fr iends, functions, 
p laces and the o ld  fa m ilia r m a jestic  scenery. Mrs. 
Payne added he r thanks to  Ewen and N icky and 
said how  good it was to  see so m any of those she 
had know n at H ersche l and to  be able to  in troduce  
her son, John, to  them .

Those presen t were: M iss M cLean, Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Payne (M iss  E lcom e) and son John, M iss 
Bailey, Rev. and Mrs. R. B ird (V a le rie  van de r B ij l) ,  
Mr. and Mrs. B ou rc ie r (S on ia  H o lle b o n e ), Mrs. 
J. H. L. B loun t (M ary van d e r B ij l) ,  Lt. Col. and 
Mrs. B raz ie r (H e len-P at S tubbs) and son Ju lian , 
Mrs. J. R. F low er (S a lly  K n ig h t), Mrs. Forester- 
Bennett (P a t H a ile y ), Mrs. S. Hoppen (S tephan ie  
S h u b ), Mrs. Hyde (M iss  H e b d itch ), Mrs. Jordan  
(O sw ynne B uch a n a n ), Mrs. A. Luke (José  F inch ), 
M iss Sue M acG regor, Mrs. L. M attio li (R ené F inch ), 
Mr. and Mrs. Ewen M acP herson (N icky  van de r 
B ijl)  and daugh te r Joanna, Mr. and Mrs. Peters 
(Je n n ife r Jo h n s to n e ), Mrs. C. F. E. R egnier (M a r­
ga re t G e b er), Mr. and Mrs. Roberts (E lizabe th  
W he lan ’s p a re n ts ), C la ire  Russel, Pau line V ogelpoe!, 
Mrs. van den Berg (Jean S to d d a rt) , Mrs. G. Todd 
(F e lic itv  T h o rn e ), Lady W alker (Pam  H aw ley), Mrs. 
W ells  (H eathe r K e lly ).

U nab le  to  com e at the last m inute  were: Mrs. 
M artino  (B e tty  van de r B y l) , Mr. and Mrs. T urner 
(H elen B o tha -R e id ), M rs. S tobie.
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Marriages
A B BO TT—RYAN. On 15th February, 1974, Sally, 

daugh te r of Mrs. R. A bbo tt o f K en ilw orth  and the 
la te Mr. R. A bbott, to  Ben, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Ryan of Tarkastad, E. Cape.

ATTWELL— ANDERSON. On 30th August, 1974, 
Karin, daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. J. G. A ttw e ll of 
K en ilw orth , to  John, son of Mrs. K. H. Anderson, 
of London, and the late Mr. J. L. A nderson.

BECK— CHARTON. On 11th Septem ber, 1974, Delia, 
daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. de la Harpe Beck, 
of Cape Tow n, to  R ichard, son of Mrs. Nancy 
C harton of C la rem ont, and the la te Mr. G. M. 
C harton.

BORTON— CRAWLEY. In February, 1974, P runella , 
d a ugh te r o f Mr. and Mrs. Jack B orton of C la re ­
m ont, to  T im o thy M ichae l, son of Mrs. C. C raw ley 
of Sussex, England and Mr. K. E. C raw ley, a lso 
of Sussex.

BRYANT— BUSBY. In D ecem ber, 1973, H eather (nee 
M arr) to  Robert John  Busby, of Rondebosch.

BUTTERS— HARTZ. In 1974, Ju lie t B u tte rs of Con- 
s tan tia  to  V reno Hartz of Tokai.

EM SLIE— DU PREEZ. In June 1974, Jenn ifer, daugh­
te r  of Mr. and Mrs. N. D. Em slie  of C la rem ont, to  
Johannes, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. P. du Preez of 
K en ilw orth .

Births
ABELS— To E lizabeth  (P lu m b ly ) and Ernest, a 

daugh te r, in M arch 1974, in England.
BERTISH— To Fran (S m a ll)  and Keith, a son in Ju ly

1974.
BEAUMONT— To Jayne (C u rr ie ) and Raoul, a son 

on 10th A p ril, 1974.
CARTER— To Sal (B a x te r) and Dave, a son on 14th 

D ecem ber, 1973.
CRAW FORD— To Anne (P o rte r) and Brian, a daugh­

te r, on 2nd August, 1974.
DANCER— To T erry (H ens tra ) and C olin , a son on 

15th A p ril, 1974.
DULY— To Iona (M a th ias ) and Bryan, a son, in 

M arch, 1974 in Rhodesia.
DUPONT— To Karin (Le e s ) and Peter, a son in 

January, 1974.
FERRY— To Ann (C o o p e r) and John, a daughter, 

on 23rd M arch, 1974.
FLEM ING— To L ibby (H ennessy) and John, a daugh­

te r, on 1st August, 1974 in Johannesburg.
FRANKEL— To B iddy (S w abey) and W illiam , a 

daughte r, in January, 1974, in London.

FOWKES— JURRIAANS-PIERSON. In D ecem ber,
1973, Rosemary-Anne, daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Fowkes of C la rem ont, to  A lla rd , son of 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Ju rriaans-P ie rson  of Am sterdam .

HARAM— LANG. On 22nd June, 1974, Jane, daugh­
te r of Mr. and Mrs. V. S. Haram of K en ilw orth , to  
Neil, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Lang of Bearsden, 
S co tland .

KNIGHT DRYSDALE. On 1st M arch, 1974, Chloë, 
daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. B illy  K n igh t of New- 
lands, to  Gavin, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. D rysdale 
of Bulawayo.

MORKEL— DE HAHN. On 20th July, 1974, D iana 
(nee  M atthew s) to  Rupert de Hahn.

RESNEKOV- -CORGATELLI. On 8th June, 1974, 
Roma (nee A sh ton ) to  P ie tro  C o rga te lli, in Lon­
don.

STUTTAFORD— GRUBB. On 7th June, 1974, G eor­
g ina, daugh te r o f Mr. and Mrs. R. B. S tu tta fo rd  of 
C la rem ont, to  C hris topher, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
G rubb of Rondebosch.

TAYLOR— QUINAN. On 30th M arch, 1974, Rosemary, 
d augh te r of Mr. and Mrs. Peter T aylo r of K en il­
w orth , to  P a trick , son of Mr. and Mrs. David 
Quinan of Cape Town.

W ILLIAMS -O N IO N S. On 5th January, 1974, at her 
home in H erm anus, Judy W illiam s to  John O nions 
of Bulawayo.

GORING— To Pip (B roa d b e n t) and Harry, a daugh­
ter, on 11th M arch, 1974, in England.

HAM ILTON— To C aro l (P ayne) and James, a son 
on 19th A p ril, 1974, in Sa lisbury, Rhodesia.

HILTON— To Ro (H e llin g s ) and M ike, a son, cn 
24th February, 1974, in Johannesburg.

HOUBA— To Leslie  (B rau e r) and Jaro , a son on 
29th June, 1974.

LOUW— To Pat (B ra ile y ) and David, a son on 25th 
January, 1974.

MARKLEW— To Lyn (H o lm es) and Dudley, a son 
on 6th June, 1974.

MITCHELL-HOPKINS— To N ico le tte  (B a irns fa the r- 
C loe te ) and Dudley, a son on 3rd August, 1974.

RAMBAUT— To Jacque line  (R e gn ie r) and Tom , a 
daugh te r on 26th M arch, 1974, in Be lg ium .

RAPHAELY To M ary (W h itake r) and Dennis, a 
daugh te r, on 19th January, 1974.

R E ID —To Lynn (H a rr is ) and M ichae l, a son on 15th 
Novem ber, 1973.

RICHARDS— To Anne (H a ck in g ) and Chris, a son 
on 11th Septem ber, 1974.
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RUYSCH VAN DUGTEREN To M andy (N oakes) 
and G eorge, a daugh te r on 2nd February, 1974.

SAUNDERS— To Dawn (M in ty ) and M ike, a son, on 
7th Septem ber, 1974, in Sa lisbury, Rhodesia.

SM UTS— To Judy (C o rd e r) and Peter, a son (by 
a d o p tio n ) in Ju ly  1974.

STURGEON— To S hona (Jackso n ) and Kenneth, a 
da ugh te r on 5th February, 1974.

SYM ONS— To C orinne  (D ice y ) and M artin , a son 
on 3rd February, 1974, at De D oom s.

TAYLOR— To Penny (R aa th ) and N ick, a daughter, 
in O ctober, 1973, in Paarl.

TOW NSEND— To Jenny (T h a i)  and C harles, a son 
in November, 1973, in London.

VAN SICKLE— To M arion (Jesse ) and Jam es, a 
son on 31st August, 1974, in V ienna.

W EIJBURG— To Susi (D av is ) and Aart, a daughter, 
on 6th N ovem ber, 1973, in D urban.

Sports Report
TENNIS was ra ined out in the 1st te rm  but it is 

hoped to  com p le te  th is  fix tu re  in the 4th term .

SQUASH— The O ld G irls  beat the  present g ir ls  
6 - 2 .

Results

D. Burns (D ice y ) beat S. Batho 3-0.

L. Burns (W ares) beat M. M acLach lan  2-1. 
L. B ra iley  beat G. A ustin  3-0.
H. H enderson beat N. Fouché 2-1.
F. Redm ond lost to  S. S m ith -C hand le r 1-2. 
L. B ra iley  beat J. Pentz 2-1.
P. Louw lost to  P. Thom  1-2.
F. Redm ond beat M. F rank 2-1.

Important Notice
The m agazine fo r 1975 w ill NOT au tom a tica lly  be 

sen t to  anyone. Please com p le te  the s lip  on the 
back page and return  it as soon as poss ib le  if you 
w ish to  rece ive  next yea r's  m agazine. From now on

th is  w ill be the  p rocedu re  and no su b sc rip tio n  re­
m inders w ill be sent. Th is  has becom e a necessary 
m easure to  p ro te c t ou r bank ba lance.

Sheep and more sheep for Shan Adams
NEW ZEALA N D — w ords  th a t now  mean so much 

to  me. A fte r a year in th is  beautifu l coun try  w ith  
her e xce p tion a lly  fr ien d ly  people  it cou ld  on ly  bring  
m om ents of nosta lg ia . The experience  of being a 
Rotary E xchange S tudent in the land of sheep and 
m ore sheep is som eth ing  I sha ll never fo rge t and 
ce rta in ly  never regre t. W hile  I was the re  I was 
hosted by the John son v ille  (a  suburb  of W e llin g to n ) 
Rotary C lub.

For a to u ris t New Zea land  has m uch to  o ffe r—  
anyth ing  from  "b u b b lin g ”  m ud to  the m ost exqu is ite  
g low w orm  caves and p e rfe c t re fle c tio n s  of snow ­
capped m oun ta ins  in those  w onde rfu l lakes of the 
South Is land. There is, o f course, a lso the  fa sc in a ­
tio n  of the M aori cu ltu re , even though  the re  are very 
few  fu ll-b looded  M aoris left. M uch of the  coun try  
p a rticu la r ly  N orth of A uck land  and in the  South 
Island, is s till re la tive ly  un inhab ited  and ru ra l— and 
w hat beautifu l coun trys ide  it a ll is.

For me it was the New Zea landers  them selves 
w ho made my year. The m a jo rity  o f them  are very 
proud (and  ju s tif ia b ly  so) of th e ir  K iw iland  and 
cou ld  not do enough to  enable  me to  see th e ir  land 
and understand  th e ir  ways.

I d id  not pe rsona lly  encoun te r m uch antagonism  
aga inst South  A fr ica  and her p o lic ie s  though  it was 
d e fin ite ly  the re  and various fac ts  and figu res  (very 
m uch to  ou r d e tr im e n t) w ere  pub lished  and d is tr i­
buted by HART (H a lt A ll R acis t T ou rs ) and o ther 
such g roups. People  the re  knew very few  basic 
fac ts  about us but I m ust adm it m ost peop le  were 
very in te rested  in w hat I had to  say. W hile  I was 
the re  I v is ited  many schoo ls, adddessed various 
g roups and led num erous d iscuss ion  g roups on 
South A fr ica  and it w as then I rea lly  fe lt I was do ing 
som eth ing  w orthw h ile .

W hen I was not trave lling  a round I a ttended 
Queen M arg a re t’s C ollege , w h ich  is very s im ila r to
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H ersche l. I was in the  7th Form  w h ich  w ou ld  be 
equ iva len t to  our Post M atric. T he ir app roach  to 
teach ing , p a rticu la r ly  in English, is very d iffe ren t 
from  ours and th is  is so because th e ir  sy llab i are 
not nearly  as r ig id  as ours.

W hen I firs t a rrived there  were m any d iffe rences 
w h ich  took  som e ge tting  used to. A  num ber of these 
concerned  fam ily  life  and m ost of these resulted 
from  lack of hom e help and tha t “ bo x ”  i.e. te lev is ion  
w h ich  ru les so m any lives.

In a ll I had th ree  “ fa m ilie s ”  and ce rta in ly  cou ld  
not have w ished fo r  be tte r “ fo lk s ” , b ro the rs  and 
sisters. Each one had som eth ing  d iffe re n t to  o ffe r 
me. C erta in  aspects of Eng lish  and th e ir  word 
usage in trigued  and confused me fo r som e tim e.

The firs t th in g s  tha t s truck  as I flew  in to  New Zea­
land were the ro llin g  green h ills  and w ooden b u ild ­
ings. O ther m a jo r d iffe rences  concerned  cost of 
fru it, c lo thes, e tc . In fa c t p ra c tic a lly  everyth ing was 
m ore expensive than here but I m ust adm it th e ir 
w ages com pensated fo r th is. New Z ea la n d ’s S oc ia l 
W elfare  System  is one of the  best in the w orld  and 
the com para tive  lack of poverty is qu ite  inc red ib le .

I d o n ’t want to  sound like  a trave l agent o r Ex­
change S tudent p rom o te r but if anyone ever has the 
o pportun ity  to  go to  New Zea land o r be an Exchange 
S tudent, its a very de fin ite  must!

SHAN ADAMS, 
H ersche l 1972, 

Rotary Exchange S tudent 1973.

Another honour for Dulcie Howes
C ongra tu la tions  to  Dulcie Howes (C ro n w r ig h t) , 

w ho in February was given c iv ic  honours by the 
C ity of Cape Town fo r se rv ices to  ba lle t. A t a d inne r 
given by the M ayor and M ayoress of Cape Town, 
Mr. and Mrs. David B loom berg , D u lc ie , to g e th e r w ith  
P ro fessor Donald Insk ip  (w h o  w as being honoured 
fo r his serv ices to  th e a tre ), was presented w ith  an

inscribed  p laque bearing  the Cape Town crest. This 
was the firs t occas ion  of th is  k ind  in Cape Town. 
D u lc ie  is, o f course, one of H e rsche l’s “ o rig in a ls ” , 
the  name co ined  du ring  ou r Jub ilee  fo r those on 
the sc h o o l’s firs t ro ll and has served on ou r C oun­
c il s ince  1959.

Herschelian 
with a colourful life

Brenda-Lynne Tyers (H o ffm a n ), at H ersche l from  
1950-59, has been in the news in Cape Town th is  
year because of her in te resting  job . “ Everyone has 
a da ily  invo lvem ent w ith  c o lo u r,"  she to ld  us, when 
we asked her to  exp la in  her w ork, "m y  invo lve­
m ent is to ta l. I w o rk  as a C o lou r C onsu ltan t and 
C o-ord ina to r to  my husband, Eric, who is an In te rio r 
Design C on su lta n t.”

Brenda-Lynne has fo llow ed  the crea tive  a rts  m ost 
of her life— teach ing  p o tte ry  and ce ram ics  in the 
U.S.A., o il pa in ting  under E ric  Laubscher, s tudying 
art in her Teach ing  C e rtifica te  at the  M ichae lis  A rt 
S choo l of the U n ivers ity  of Cape Town and teach ing  
art a t H ersche l P reparto ry  S choo l a w h ile  back. “ I 
have now found my n ich e ,”  B renda-Lynne says. 
“ Ruth Prowse, my great-aunt, a lw ays hoped som e­
one in the  fa m ily  w ou ld  be crea tive . I guess I ’m the 
nearest to  it . ”

“ I com p le ted  a c e rt if ic a te  w ith  a B ritish  C orres­
pondence  co lle g e  on C o lo u r in Design and lec tu red  
on th is  su b je c t at the Cape C o llege  fo r Advanced
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T echn ica l E ducation . My w ork has been w ith  some 
fa sc ina ting  people  on absorb ing  p ro jec ts . In an 
A m erican  Ice Cream  P a rlou r we designed, my c o l­
ou r schem e was choco la te , s traw berry  and van illa . 
We ac tua lly  m atched dark and m ilk  choco la te  and 
crushed s traw berry  w ith  the pa in t m anufactu red . I 
a lso  had by own cu rta in  m ateria l woven. V ic to rian  
w a itress  un ifo rm s w ere designed to  m atch .”

M arina da Gama, the  w ate rs ide  liv ing  c lus te r- 
housing  p ro je c t at M uizenberg  a lso b rough t Brenda- 
Lynne and her husband in to  the  news. “ M arina da

Gam a involved us from  the early  s tages,”  Brenda- 
Lynne to ld  us. “ We com p le ted  our own Show House 
when the landscape was a ll sand. Now as w e ’ re busy 
w ith  shops in the Shopp ing  Centre  it ’s b liss to  en joy 
the  great, green beauty. Even my ch ild ren  have been 
s tim u la ted  by my invo lvem ent w ith  design , as in­
stead of bu ild ing  o rd ina ry  sand castles  they bu ild  
Sard in ian  hom es w ith  p a tio s !”

H ere ’s hop ing Brenda-Lynne and E ric  may be in­
volved w ith  a H ersche l p ro je c t som e day.

Our London Luminaries
Sue McGregor, Virginia Wade and Pauline Vogel- 

poel, M.B.E., are so m uch in the news m edia that 
the re  is not m uch po in t in repeating  th e ir  ac tiv itie s  
in The Herschelian. Long fea ture  a rtic le s  on Sue 
and Pauline w ere pub lished  th is  year in the Sunday 
Times Magazine, and we read about V irg in ia  in the

sports  section  of our loca l press. Sue, now  com pere 
fo r the B .B .C .’s W om en's Hour, is s till heard occa ­
s iona lly  in the S.A .B .C .'s W om an's W orld , the  pro ­
gram m e w h ich  began her ca ree r in b roadcasting . 
Pau line was in South A frica  again last year to  judge  
D urban 's  B ienaie.

"Ham m y" Hampson enjoys retirement
W hen Mrs. M argare t Ham pson, H is to ry  teache r to  

H ersche l g ir ls  betw een 1959 and 1970, rece ived  her 
copy of last yea r’s Herschelian, she sat rig h t down 
and w ro te  to  us. “ The H ersche l m agazine never 
fa ils  to  b ring  back happy m em ories as w e ll as g iv­
ing m uch in fo rm a tion  about so m any peop le  who 
have a past o r presen t assoc ia tion  w ith  the sch o o l,”  
she w rote . “ Som ehow  the years ro ll away as one 
reads and it is as if the fa re w e lls  had never taken 
p la ce ."

Mrs. Ham pson says tha t life  fo r them  has se ttled  
in to  a new pa ttern  s ince  th e ir  departu re  from  the 
Cape in 1971. “ R etirem ent has proved m ore in te r­
esting  than I had ever expec ted— to  be free  and 
m ake a ch o ice  is qu ite  an e xc itin g  adventu re  a fte r

m any years of pre-de term ined rou tine . Last sum m er 
we w ent to  see our o ther daugh te r and her fam ily  in 
Toron to . The g lim pse  of a la rge c ity  in the New 
W orld was of g rea t in te res t— a m ix tu re  of speed, 
size, p rospe rity  and expansion w ith  p rices as high 
as w ages— a m ix ture  of races, co lo u rs  and cu ltu res, 
a ll asp iring  to  be good C anadians. C ity b u ild ings  
w ere im proving , la rge cars sw ept over tw e lve lane 
h ighw ays and it needed N iagara to  rem ind us that 
nature  is s till om n ip resen t in ou r m id s t."

H ersche lians w ho, like  Mrs. Ham pson, find  them ­
selves n o s ta lg ic  when read ing the m agazine, are 
encouraged to  fo llo w  her good exam ple and to  s it 
down and w rite  th e ir news im m edia te ly !

W hat it's like being a Drama
SALLY BRIMBLE (1973) is tak ing  a three-year 

course  at the  M aas-P h illips Drama C ollege  in a d d i­
tion  to a Speech and Dram a C orrespondence  
C ourse th rough  the U n ivers ity  o f South A frica . On 
qua lify ing , she w ill rece ive  the A ssoc ia te  and L icen ­
tia te  of the London T rin ity  C ollege, w h ich  is reco g ­
n ised overseas and enab les one to  teach as w e ll as 
go on the stage. The firs t year of her course  enta ils  
the  basic  g ro und ing  of the h is to ry  of dram a and 
h is to ry  of costum e, rad io  w ork, te lev is ion  techn ique , 
speech, thea tre  arts, ac ting  techn ique , con tem ­
porary  dance and English  I. O bserva tion  of teach ing  
m ethods and ac tua l teach ing  are inc luded  in the 
second and th ird  year o f the  course.

Student
Sally to ld  us tha t the  sub jec ts  she m ost en joys are 

Theatre  A rts  and C on tem porary  Dance. Theatre  Arts 
invo lves prop  m aking  and B lack T heatre— w h ich  is 
com para tive ly  unheard of in South A fr ica . It in ­
vo lves the use of an u ltra -v io le t lig h t and fluo rescen t 
neon pa in ts  w h ich  c rea te  the m ost fan tas tic  v isual 
im pact. ‘ ‘The firs t p ro d u c tio n  in th is  m anner is com ­
ing o ff at the end of the yea r,”  S a lly  said, " i t  re­
volves very m uch round the p rops and m ovem ent 
sans vo ice. A t the m om ent in C on tem porary  Dance, 
we are w o rk ing  hard on p ro duc ing  and ch o reog ra ­
ph ing ou r own dance  them es in w h ich  we fo rm u la te  
the va rious them es, s ta tem ents and fina le . O nly a 
few  have been chosen. Th is  w ill c rea te  a program m e
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of variety, each one invo lv ing  a vast d iffe rence  in 
style and execu tion . One of the dances on the p ro ­
g ram m e w h ich  I executed involves A fr ican  tr iba l 
danc ing  and the cho reog raphy  is prov ing  extrem ely 
rew ard ing  and s tim u la tin g .”

W hen she spoke to  us, S a lly had heard the p rev i­

ous week tha t they w ere go ing  on tour, but la te r d is ­
covered  tha t in po in t of fac t th is  m eant tha t they 
w ere s im p ly  "g o in g  rou n d ”  fourteen  schoo ls  in Cape 
Town and S te llenbosch  to  perform  tw o pantom im es! 
‘ They w ill a ll the same prove very in te re s tin g ,"  Sally 
com m ented, "a n d  a lo t o f experience  w ill be ga ined 
I ’m su re .”

News Round-Up
AITCHISON (M rs. W ilson ) (1968 ): M arjo rie  is liv ­

ing in Kent, Eng land, w here she is teach ing .

ALEXANDER (M rs. T oe ttche r) (1963 ): Ann and her 
daugh te r spent a m onth here at the beg inn ing  of 
the year. She and her husband are runn ing  a p ri­
vate schoo l in E ng land— teach ing  English to  
fo re igners.

ANSTEE (1972 ): Joce lyn  has recen tly  com p le ted  a 
course  at H a itw e ll House in A ylesbury  and is now 
w ork ing  in London.

ATTWELL (M rs. C o lm an) (1963 ): Shen has been 
ho liday ing  w ith  her paren ts at B e tty ’s Bay and 
has now  re tu rned to  London w here she is tak ing  
an art course.

BAKER (M rs. B a rre tt) (19 5 9 ): Jenny and her hus­
band have been busy w ith  extensive a lte ra tions  
to th e ir new hom e in K en ilw orth . They have 
daugh te rs  at the  Ju n io r School.

BARRY (M rs. T e tt)  (1951 ): Jenny was w idow ed  in 
February th is  year and we do extend ou r sym pa­
th ies  to  her on M ich ae l’s sudden death. She w rites 
tha t she is keep ing on the house in Sa lisbury, 
Rhodesia, as a secure  hom e fo r her fou r boys 
and w ill let one w ing as a fla t. She is now teach ­
ing m usic at St. Johns and a lso  studying  fo r an 
“ A "  level in E conom ics to go to  U n ive rs ity  next 
year. She is a im ing  to be q ua lified  and se lf-suppor­
ting  in law  in five ye a rs ’ tim e. Good Luck, Jenny.

BECK (M rs. C harton ) (1968): D e lia  was m arried  in 
S ep tem ber and is w o rk ing  at Syfre ts Real Estate 
in C la rem ont.

BETTISON (M rs. M o rre ll)  (1952 ): Norm a lives in 
B loem fon te in  w ith  her fam ily . Th is  year she was 
appo in ted  the P rov inc ia l A d m in is tra to r ’s nom inee 
on the Board of G overnors fo r  St. M ich ae l’s 
S choo l, w h ich  last year ce leb ra ted  its centenary.

BCRTON (1973): B rig id  s tarted do ing  O ccupationa l 
Therapy at U.C.T. th is  year, and le ft in Ju ly  for 
A m erica  w here she w ill spend a year as an A.F.S. 
student.

BORTON (M rs. C raw ley) (1968): Pru is liv ing  in 
C h icheste r, England, and w orks fo r  a pub lish ing  
firm .

BORTON (19 7 1 ): Sue is w o rk ing  at Syfre ts and has 
done a very successfu l jo b  at W eight W atchers.

BOTHNER (M rs. B ee le ) (1963): Sue is ano the r who 
has been a ttend ing  W eight W atchers and now 
has a very s linky  figure . She and her husband 
had a w onderfu l ho liday overseas e a rlie r th is  
year.

BRAILEY (1973 ): Lynne spent the firs t s ix  m onths 
of th is  year at Rhodes before  go ing  to  A m erica  
on an A.F.S. Her fa the r d ied ju s t a fte r her de­
pa rtu re  and to  the w ho le  B ra iley  fam ily  we extend 
our sym pathy. Her m other is a m em ber of the 
Schoo l C ounc il. She and her second daughter, 
B inny, are off to  the Far East on ho liday. B inny is 
runn ing  a N ursery S choo l in C larem ont.

BRIMBLE (M rs. W ynne) (19 6 0 ): Jenny and her 
husband had a fabu lous overseas ho liday at the 
beg inn ing  o f the year. They ended o ff w ith  tw o 
week sk iing  in A ustria  w here they bum ped in to 
Carol N ew ton-Thom pson (M rs. Denoon-Stevens) 
1988) and Pam Dyke-Poynter (M rs. H ew itt) 
(1965) and th e ir  husbands.

BROWNE (1972 ): Lou isa d id  her " A ”  levels at Ox­
fo rd  and then returned to  South A frica  via Nairobi.

BUCHANAN-LEE (1960 ): B ridge t has had tw o v is its  
to  South A fr ica  th is  year. D uring the second v is it 
she spent th ree  m onths do ing  p ra c tica l w ork at 
G roote S chuur H osp ita l as part o f her m edica l 
degree. She is now in her fifth  year m ed ic ine  and 
is at a hosp ita l in Newcastle-on-Tyne.

CARLOS (1973 ): Ann is p lann ing  to  s ta rt N ursing 
in S cotland.

CARTER (1972 ): V ivian is now  liv ing  in Canada.

COOKE (1968 ): E lizabeth is a socia l w o rke r at the 
P rincess A lice  O rthopaed ic  Hom e in P lum stead.

CROUDACE (1973 ): C lare is at H artw ell House in 
Aylesbury.

DIAMOND (M rs. S ifis ) (1961): M axine, her husband 
Tom and tw o sons, A lexande r and Mark, are now 
“ se ttle d ”  in G reece. They live on the is land  of 
Kos, but have a w eekend house on ano the r is land 
that ove rlooks Turkey. People have to  queue fo r 
an hour fo r bread w h ich  she says they have now 
given up ea ting!

DICEY (M rs. S ym ons) (19 6 2 ): C orinne  and fam ily  
have now moved in to  the D icey fam ily 's  o ld hom e­
stead in O rchard.
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DICEY (1968 ): G ail is in Durban involved in P ub lic  
R e la tions fo r  H u le tts. She had a m a jo r part in o r­
gan is ing  the recen t In te rna tiona l S ugar C on fe r­
ence.

DICEY (M rs. D ow nes) (1959 ): Jenny con tin ue s  to 
teach at B ishops Prep. She is expec ting  a baby in 
Decem ber.

DOW IE-DUNN (M rs. D ougherty  (19 5 9 ): Rosa and 
her husband are back in Johannesburg  a fte r 18 
m onths in England. They had expected  to  be 
away fo r at least five years.

DYKE-POYNTER (M rs. H ew itt) (19 6 5 ): Pam and her 
husband and sm all son are in Cape Town fo r six 
m onths p rio r to  be ing trans fe rred  to  Rhodesia.

ELCOME (M rs. Payne) (H e rsch e l's  th ird  H eadm is­
tress) “ M iss E lco m e ” a ttended the  London G ath­
e ring  w ith  her husband and son, John. John is a 
2nd year s tuden t at Reading U niversity.

FAULDS (1938 ): Joanne  is w o rk ing  in an a rch ite c ­
tu ra l lib ra ry  in London.

FAUVILLE (M rs. A m m ) (19 3 2 ): C la ire  w rites,
“ Thanks to  last yea r's  H ersche lian  two ex-H erschel 
V iys taa te rs  d iscove red  each other! I saw that 
A nne S chonborn  (née  C ow ley) (1962) was liv ing  
in K rconstad . I sent he r a C hris tm as ca rd  and 
she scon  cam e ou t to  the farm  fo r a w eekend. 
W e've been seeing a lo t o f each o ther since. 
We fa rm  fru it, w heat and m aize and I breed 
A ppa loosa  horses as a s ide line . Ann and I both 
have a daugh te r and a son in th a t o rde r w ith  
very litt le  d iffe rence  in the ir respective  ages. 
Anne is b ring in g  her little  fam ily  down next 
m onth (N ov.) to  spend a w eekend d u ring  our 
che rry  season. Any o ld  g ir ls  are w e lcom e to 
pop in if they are ever up th is  w ay.”

FERGUSON (1960 ): Pam ela is liv ing  in London hav­
ing spent tw o years in Israe l. She has had great 
success in the lite ra ry  w o rld  and has presented 
her book “ P a lestin ian  P ro b le m " to  the Herschel 
L ibrary. B e ing extrem e ly  in te rested  in Israel, m ost 
of her w ritin g  covers  th is  pa rt o f the  w o rld . At 
p resen t she is invo lved in w ritin g  a spy story.

FINCH (M rs. Luke) (19 5 8 ): José lives in London 
and is s t ill m aking a nam e fo r he rse lf in the 
W om en's A rgus w ith  fabu lous rec ipes. She has a 
son and a daughter.

GASSON (1970 ): H ila ry fin ished  her Perfo rm ers D ip­
lom a in Speech and Dram a at the  end of 1973 and 
was then  inv ited to  jo in  the  Space A c ting  C om ­
pany. She has s ince  been w o rk ing  the re  in num er­
ous p rod u c tio n s  th ro u g h o u t the year; the m ost 
no tab le  of these being “ A Lesson in B lood and 
Roses” , “ The G lass M enage rie ”  and the la test 
one “ T is  P ity sh e ’s a W hore ” . She p lans to  go 
overseas about February 1975.

GASSON (1968 ): L indsay is w o rk ing  fo r a firm  of 
R ad io log is ts  in Cape Town.

GILL (M rs. C o rb in ) (1959 ): F e lic ity  lives in the 
C hannel Is lands w here her husband has his own 
s tockb ro k in g  o ffice  in Jersey, w h ich  is a big fin a n ­

c ia l cen tre  in the U nited K ingdom . They have 
th ree  ch ild ren , C am illa  (8 ) ,  M elan ie  (5 ) and G iles 
(2 ) .  They live in a beautifu l g ran ite  fa rm house 
w h ich  is 400 years o ld  and fu ll o f h istory. A fte r ten 
years in London they very m uch en joy the life 
there . They a lso  have a v illa  in the  A lgarve, Por­
tuga l, w here they spend fam ily  ho lidays and le t it 
ou t fo r the rest o f the  year. As in Jersey the re  is 
a sp lend id  go lf cou rse  the re  and they are very 
keen go lfe rs . They hope  to  com e to  South A frica  
on business w ith in  the next few  years and F e lic ity  
looks fo rw ard  to m eeting up w ith  her H ersche lian  
friends. She on ly  w ishes tha t H ersche l was nearer 
fo r he r daughters!

GOBLE (M rs. H owes) (19 5 9 ): Paddy and he r hus­
band had a fabu lous overseas ho liday ea rlie r in 
the year. They have recen tly  fin ished  a lte ra tions 
to th e ir  hom e in c lu d in g  a s tud io  fo r Paddy; she 
hopes to  e xh ib it som e of her w o rk  at the TEACH 
E xh ib ition  in C onstantia  in O ctober.

HALLEY (M rs. Foreste r-B enne tt) (1940-1945): Pat 
was one of fo u r H a ileys w ho w ere at H ersche l d u r­
ing the w ar years when they lived w ith  th e ir great- 
uncle , W illiam  D uncan Baxter, a t C onstantia . We 
recen tly  rece ived a le tte r from  Pat, g iv ing us news 
of them  a ll. Pat m arried  a Royal M arine 19 years 
ago and they w ere fo rtuna te  in having several 
postings to  the  M idd le  and Far East. Her husband 
is now out o f the  navy and they live in Taunton, 
S om erset and are near ne ighbours  of the Hydes 
(M iss  H ebd itch— w ho was on the Gam es S ta ff). 
T he ir respective  young sons are g rea t buddies. 
Pat has th ree  ch ild ren .

HALLEY (M rs. B a ke r): Pam is m arried  to a d o c to r 
in C hesh ire  and has six  c h ild re n — two g ir ls  and 
fo u r boys, the  e ldest having m arried  last yea r and 
now liv ing  in South A frica .

HALLEY (M rs. H e ffe rm an ): Anne lives in E th iop ia  
w here her husband is on the  o rgan is ing  side  in 
te lev is ion . They have fou r ch ild re n — the  e ldest 
th ree  are at schoo l in Eng land, w h ile  C harles, 
aged th ree  and a g rea t su rp rise , is in A dd is  Ababa 
w ith  h is parents.

HALLEY (M rs. F ra n c is ). Judy is m arried  and liv ing 
in A ustra lia .

HAMPSON (e x -S ta ff) : To Mrs. Ham pson and her 
tw o daughters, we extend  ou r s ince re  sym pathy 
on the sudden death  of her husband, the Rev. 
H am pson, in B ris to l. He was R ector of St. T hom as’ 
R ondebosch fo r 25 years.

HARAM (M rs. Lang) (19 6 9 ): Jane was m arried  in 
June th is  year. Her husband is an eng in ee r o ffice r 
in the  m erchant navy and she w ill be trave lling  
w ith  h im  as o ff ic e r ’s w ives are a llow ed. She 
hopes to  v is it Europe, B rita in , the Far East and 
the U nited States.

HARDY (1973 ): G isé le  is a secre ta ry  at the French 
Bank.

HARRIS (M rs. Ram sden) (19 5 9 ): Lorna, her hus­
band, son and tw o  A fghans have moved in to  a 
house in B ishopscourt. S ince  her return  to  South 
A frica , Lorna has resum ed her in te res t in horses 
and is m uch invo lved w ith  “ d ressage ” .
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HARRIS (1958): M aureen is w ork ing  at the  V ic to ria  
and A lb e rt Museum  in London.

HENNESSY (1968): V icky has re tu rned to Cape 
Town frcm  the U.K., a fte r an absence of two 
years.

HENSTRA (M rs. D ancer) (1961 ): Terry, her husband 
C o lin  and baby son, Anthony, have moved in to 
th e ir  new hom e in Parkm ore, Johannesburg.

HILL (1960 ): P a tric ia  is teach ing  in S te llenbosch . 
She recen tly  becam e engaged to  Danie Botha.

HOLMES (M rs. M cC arthy) (1958 ): E lizabeth lives 
in C onstantia  and has a son and tw o daughters.

IM PEY (M rs. N. W ard-A b le ) (1949 ): M argaret lives 
in Johannesburg  and is en joy ing  her jo b  as a 
S ocia l W orker in a hom e fo r A lcoho lics . She has 
th ree  daughters the tw o  e ldest be ing boarders  at 
H ersche l. Both she and Neil are keen badm inton 
p layers and play in the same league.

JENKIN (1970 ): Susan, a fte r leaving schoo l, stud ied 
in London and ob ta ined  th ree  “ A ”  level sub jects, 
English, M aths and French. She has recen tly  com ­
pleted a one-year course  at the London Drama 
S tud io  and is tou ring  England w ith  a C h ild re n ’s 
Theatre  G roup t i l l  D ecem ber, when she hopes to 
com e to  South A frica  fo r a holiday.

JESSE (1970): Pam ela is now w ork ing  at the Natal 
B u ild in g  S oc ie ty  in C la rem ont, having spent tw o 
years overseas. She re tu rned  at the  end of last 
year.

JOHNSON (1968 ): Perry-Anne is w ork ing  in A ustra ­
lia.

JORDAN (M rs. H einz) (1956 ): A nge la  w rites  from  
Johannesburg  of her m any a c tiv itie s . She has 
the  so le  franch ise  fo r M organ and Lotus m otor 
cars. For the fifth  yea r runn ing  she is pa rtak ing  
in the Roof of A fr ica  Rally w ith  Lola Brockhoven. 
She is an active  m em ber of the In te rna tiona l Or­
gan isa tion  of W om en P ilo ts . She has been a p ri­
va te  p ilo t fo r over s ix years, a lso adores her 
m otor b ike, s till p ractises the cook ing  sk ills  learn t 
at M axim s and d ress-design ing  learn t at Hardy 
A im es. Her husband th in ks  she 's  crazy but at the 
sam e tim e  is a lways q u ick  to  encourage  her!

KELLY (M rs. W e lls ) (19 5 9 ): H eather lives in Eng­
land. She is an ene rge tic  ga rdene r and, as well 
as flow ers , she g row s a ll he r own vegetab les, 
w h ich  she bo ttles  and freezes.

KENNEDY (M rs. M ah lm ann) (1963 ): Sue is buzzing 
a round Cape Town on a new 2 000 cc  m otor bike. 
She has recen tly  becom e engaged to  Derek de 
H utton.

KIPPS (M rs. Russel) (1957 ): A nne is now liv ing  in 
the G ardens. Tow ards the  end o f 1973 she had 
a m ost in te resting  tr ip  overseas, d u rin g  w h ich  she 
ob ta ined  m uch va luab le  in fo rm a tion  in connec tion  
w ith  he r S oc ia l W elfare  w ork. She is a m em ber of 
the S choo l C ounc il.

KIPPS (M rs. K eyser) (19 6 1 ): Janeen recen tly  moved 
house but is s till in Newlands.

KRAMER (M rs. F ische r): Tania, w ho is liv ing in Port 
E lizabeth is busy renovating her hom e. She has 
a baby daughte r.

KNIGHT (M rs. D rysda le) (1968 ): C h loë is liv ing  in 
Som erset W est w here her husband w orks as an 
Engineer.

LEES (1968 ): Devon csm e on a fly ing  v is it to  the 
Cape in A ugust from  London spo rting  a w ide  grin  
and a new V ida l Sassoon ha ircu t. She has been 
a supp ly  teache r fo r seven m onths at a C om pre­
hensive Schoo l fo r 1 200 sen io r g ir ls  and also 
coached spo rt (as she d id  at H ersche l w h ile  s till 
in her last year at U .C .T .). She was s truck  by the 
fa c t tha t few  of the  pup ils  o r th e ir  paren ts were 
in te rested  in educa tion  and said tha t no am ount 
of teacher tra in in g  in the  Cape cou ld  have p re ­
pared her fo r her new environm ent. The w hole  
experience  has been a reve la tion  to  her. She has 
gone back fo r more!

LINDBERG (1973): D ianne is at a fin ish ing  schoo l 
in S w itzerland  and p lans to do M ed ic ine  at W its 
next year.

LONGMORE (1973 ): D iana is in A m erica  on an
A.F.S.

MacLEOD (M rs. C ou lte r) (1957 ): H eather and her 
husband have th ree  daugh te rs  and live in Reading, 
Berksh ire .

MacSYM ON (1972 ): F iona, a fte r be ing at H artw ell 
House last year, re tu rned to  Cape Town and 
w orked  fo r an adve rtis ing  firm . She has now gone 
to  A us tra lia  fo r s ix  m onths.

McGAFFIN (M rs. C arte r) (1959 ): Di and her hus­
band have been transfe rred  from  C a lcu tta  to  Hong 
Kong. They w ere in Johannesburg  fo r a short 
h o liday e a rlie r in the year.
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M cLAC H LAN  (1973 ): F iona le ft in January fo r Salt 
Lake City, Utah, as a Rotary Exchange S tudent. 
She w rites  tha t she  is lea rn ing  a g rea t deal.

McLEAN (H e rsch e l’s fourth  H eadm is tress): M iss 
M cLean paid a m ost w e lcom e v is it to  Cape Town 
from  England in M arch of th is  year and it was 
w onde rfu l to  see her again. Anyone w ish ing  to 
co n tac t her w h ile  in Eng land, he r home address 
is: 8, A m ber Cottages, C o lesh ill, Am ersham , Bucks. 
(Te l. Am ersham  3361). On Tuesdays, W ednesdays 
and Thursdays she can be con tacted  in London 
at Tel. 445-3109.

MAGGS (1971): Susan has returned to  London 
w here she has taken up a teach ing  post at the 
W ing fie ld  C ordon Bleu Schoo l.

MAKEPEACE (1972 ): M arion w orked  fo r a B u ild ing  
S oc ie ty  last year a fte r she had retu rned from  
England. She is now  do ing  a secre ta ria l course  at 
C ornh ills .

MATHIAS (M rs. Duly) (1958 ): Iona has moved into 
a new house in G w elo East, Rhodesia. She p ro ­
duced her fou rth  son e a rlie r th is  year.

MATTHEWS (M rs. de H ahn) (19 5 8 ): D iana was re­
m arried  on 20th Ju ly  th is  yea r to  Rupert de Hahn. 
Her husband has his own p lum b ing  and bu ild in g  
co n tra c tin g  business in Sea Poin t and they are 
now liv ing  in Rondebosch.

MAYDON (M rs. C am pbe ll) (1951 ): Sarah is liv ing  
at S om erset W est and is teach ing  a rt at hom e to 
ch ild ren  o i a ll ages.

MINTY (M rs. S aunders) (19 6 3 ): Dawn, a fte r liv ing 
in Belfast, Ire land , was in Cape Tow n fo r a year. 
She and her fam ily  have now settled  in Salisbury, 
Rhodesia.

MORRISON (M rs. V e rrips ) (1961 ): Rohanne and 
her fam ily  p lan to  se ll th e ir  house in P re to ria  early 
in the New Year and move dow n to  Saldanha, 
w here her husband, H enri, w ill be w o rk ing  on the 
new ha rbou r schem e. She has one daugh te r, A lix.

NEL (M rs. C leave) (19 5 9 ): B arb ie  and her son, 
Roger, spen t a ho liday w ith  her m other, S he ila  
M cIn tyre  (M rs. C a ld w e ll) , in England in July.

NEW MAN (1969 ): Jenny has announced her engage­
m ent to  M orne du P lessis, the W.P. rugby cap ta in  
and S p ringbok  fo rw ard . Jenny is the  co n tin u ity  
g ir l fo r the film  The D iam ond H unters w h ich  is 
now be ing shot in the Cape. The co u p le  met at 
the U n ive rs ity  of S te llenbosch  in 1971 when Jenny 
was in he r second year as a d ram a and stage 
m anagem ent student.

NEWMAN (19 7 1 ): B inky is studying  th rouoh  Unisa 
but w o rk ing  part-tim e a t “ C h loë ’s B ou tique ”  in 
C la rem ont. She rode in the S.W.A. Horse Show  in 
May.

NEWMAN (19 7 1 ): Sue-Rae, back in the U nited 
States, is s tudy ing  English  at San A n ton io  U niver­
s ity  and a im s to  open a book shop. She sends her 
love to everyone.

N E W TO N -TH O M P S O N  (M rs. D enoon - S tevens) 
(1968 ): C aro l and her husband have been tran s ­
ferred back to  Johannesburg  from  Cape Town.

NOAKES (M rs. Van D ugte ren ) (19 6 2 ): Am anda and 
her husband are busy b u ild in g  a new house in 
C onstantia  and hope to move in by the end of the 
year.

NOBLE (M rs. R edm ond) (1960 ): F iona and her 
sm all son w ere ho liday ing  in Cape Tow n during  
Ju ly  and August. Her hom e is in M elbourne. "The  
land dow n under, w here m eat pies, pavlovas and 
beer are the nationa l food  and d rink , has been our 
home fo r nearly  five yea rs ,”  she to ld  us, “ and 
m uch longer w ill see us becom e 'd inkum  Aus- 
s ie s ’l M elbourne  is a c ity  of m ore than two 
m illio n  people, w ith  sp raw ling  suburb ia , but a 
ce rta in  a ttrac tiveness, too. Gone is the essen tia lly  
Eng lish  in fluence  in to d a y ’s A ustra lia , as ‘new ’ 
A ustra lians abound from  Italy, G reece, Turkey, 
Y ugoslav ia  and o ther European coun tries . Life 
here rea lly  isn 't te rr ib ly  d iffe re n t from  tha t in a 
South A frican  c ity , excep t th a t th e re ’s no home 
he lp . Perhaps, the re fo re , i t ’s on ly  when we get 
away from  the c ity , to  h ills  covered w ith  b lue-gum  
forests, w here  w ith  lu ck  you can find  a kangaroo  
or a koa la  bear and, w ith  less luck, the odd snake, 
but a lw ays m any b rig h tly  co lou red  b irds, do we 
rea lise  tha t we are in A us tra lia  a fte r a ll!”

NORTON (M rs. O liv ie r) (19 5 9 ): Judy and her hus­
band w ent on a w o rk ing  ho liday to  New Y ork  fo r 
th ree  weeks; Judy ga the ring  in fo rm ation  on food 
and p lays fo r her a rtic le s  in the  Cape T im es. She 
in te rv iew ed Helen G urley-B row n, e d ito r of C osm o­
po litan  in her in c red ib le  o ffice  off Broadway.

NOSW ORTHY (1968 ): Suzanne is nurs ing  in Cape 
Town.

OLDS (1970 ): L inda  is at Cape Town T echn ica l C o l­
lege, s tudy ing  fo r a T ravel Agency and S ecre taria l 
D ip lom a.
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ORR (M rs. P acker) (1944): G lendyr was recently  
here from  A ustra lia  on a v is it w ith  her husband, 
Peter, and tw o younger sons, Tony and W illie . 
Tony (19 ) is s tudy ing  com m erce  at un ive rs ity  in 
Perth. W illie  (15 ) is s till a t schoo l. C hris topher 
(21 ) has been sa iling  a round the English coast 
in the Fastnet Races w h ile  Ronnie (2 3 ), the e ld ­
est, has been com pe ting  in the A m erica 's  C up—  
in te rna tiona l s a ilin g 's  o ldes t p rize— at N ewport, 
Rhode Island. He is naviga to r on A u s tra lia ’s 
Southern Cross w h ich  cha llenged  the Am erican 
yacht, C ourageous. The A m ericans w ere once 
again v ic to rious .

PARKER (M rs. R ow and) (1960 ): Lynn is happ illy  
se ttled  in Johannesburg  and has a son and daugh­
ter. She is very in te res ted  in rid ing  and regu la rly  

lakes part in com pe titions .

PARRY (1972 ): Barbara d id  her " A ”  levels at Ox­
fo rd  and p lans to  study a rch ite c tu re  at U n iversity 
in England.

PHILIP (M rs. E ckste in ) (1963 ): J ill con tinues  to 
coach squash at H ersche l. She won the  W.P. 
W om en ’s Squash t it le  fo r the 8th tim e  th is  year. 
She has p rom oted  sch o o lg ir l squash to  the extent 
tha t no less than 14 schoo ls  took  part in the  local 
in te r-schoo l com p e titio n  w h ich  was won by Her­
sche l. She herse lf chaperoned the W.P. S choo lg ir l 
Squash Team on a tr ip  to  Durban to  p lay in the 
firs t ever S.A. In te r-S choo ls. The W.P. team  in­
c luded  tw o  H ersche l g irls . J ill is a fabu lous p layer 
and seem ing ly  tire less  in her m any and various 
spo rting  ac tiv ities . H ersche l owes her a big 
“ T hank y o u ”  fo r the  cons is ten t e ffo rts  she makes 
fo r her o ld  schoo l.

REGNIER (M rs. Ram baut) (1958 ): Jacque line  s till 
lives in B e lgu im  and has a son and a daughter. 
They a lso  have a love ly o ld  farm  house in Nor­
fo lk , England, w here they spend a lo t o f th e ir  tim e.

REID (1973 ): Zenne has recen tly  returned from  a 
tr ip  overseas and is s ta rting  on a H o te lie r's  
Course.

RESNEKOV (1971): M ichele  is in her second year 
at A m sterdam  University.

ROBB (M rs. A rd in g ton ) (1959 ): L ibby and her fam ily  
p lan to be in Cape Tow n— from  Z u lu la n d — for 
Christm as.

SCOTT (19 7 0 ): Jud ith  is a secre ta ry  at Kelv in Grove.

SCOTT-KNIGHT (1973 ): G ail is nurs ing  but p lans to 
go overseas shortly .

SEYMOUR (M rs. B u ck land ) (1968): Jane has been 
w ork ing  at the Red Cross S ocie ty. She and her 
husband w ill be ho liday ing  in Europe th is  C hris t­
mas.

SHARP (1973 ): Jenny is w o rk ing  d u ring  the  day and 
studying  Dram a at M aas-Phillips in the  evenings.

SHAW ZIN (M rs. H oberm an) (19 8 0 ): G ail, a fter 
spending  a year in the  S ta tes w ith  her husband 
and tw o  ch ild ren , re tu rned  to  Cape Town fo r a 
tw o m onth stay. They are now se ttlin g  in New 
Y ork  perm anently .

SHUB (M rs. H oppen) (1951): S tephanie  and her 
ch ild ren  have recen tly  been in Cape Town, stay­
ing w ith her m other. D uring her v is it she held an 
exh ib ition , in a Long S treet G a lle ry, of p rin ts  and 
maps, trac ing  the deve lopm en t of S outhern A fiic a  
from  its firs t d iscovery to  the m id-n ine teenth  cen ­
tury. She has now retu rned  to  London but hopes 
to  be back fo r a ho liday at C hristm as-tim e.

SILBERBAUER (M rs. A lb e rtyn ) (1964 ): Ann and her 
husband s till farm  at B redasdorp  and w ith  th e ir  
tw o sons have moved in to  the big farm  house 
th is  year and been busy redecora ting , etc. They 
w ork  hard fo r the L ions C lub and S.A.N.T.A. For 
those w ho are not aware of it, Ann is the daughte r 
of the S ch o o l’s H eadm istress.

SIMPSON (M rs. F ra te r) (1951 ): A ngela  and her 
husband, Kenneth, are at presen t on a ten-week 
h o liday to  Italy, G reece and the U.K.

SIM PSON (M rs. H ansen) (1960 ): H ila ry was in Cape 
Town in February w ith  her husband and tw o sons. 
They live in C a lifo rn ia .

SLY (M rs. M acF arlane ) (1954 ): Susan had ano ther 
baby th is  year and s till lives in England.

SOUTHAM (M rs. C o llin s ) (1945): Penelope, now 
d ivo rced , lives in M ayfa ir, London and w orks as 
a h igh-pow ered P.A. to  M id-Eastern Am bassadors. 
Her s ister, Jenn ife r, is m arried  to  an A ustra lian  
and they live in Hong Kong w ith  th e ir  two c h il­
dren.

SPILHAUS (M rs. J. M. R obertson ) (1930-37): M arian 
reports  that, at long last, her book “ D iam ond 
Fever— South A frican  D iam ond H is to ry  from  Pri­
m ary Sources 1866-1869” , has been pub lished. 
The pub lishers, O xford  U n ivers ity  Press, gave a 
launch ing  party fo r it a t the end of M arch, a tten ­
ded by severa l H ersche lians, no tab ly  Mary Baxter 
(F id d ia n -G ra e n ) and her husband D ick, w hose 
g rand fa ther, W. B. C halm ers, fea tures in the oook.
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D ick, w ho he lped M arian a g rea t deal w ith  in­
fo rm a tion , m ade a po in t o f be ing in Cape Town 
fo r  the  occas ion— w hich  enabled M ary to  attend 
the O ld H ersche lians m eeting w h ich , happily, took  
p lace  in the same week. M arian was ab le  to  pre ­
sen t pe rsona lly  one of the  firs t cop ies  of the  book 
to  the schoo l lib ra ry  at the  m eeting.

SUCKLING (1971 ): Lulu w orks part-tim e fo r a psy­
cho log is t.

STEVENSON (ex -S ta ff): Pam ela is a House
M istress at W ycom be A bbey in B uckingham sh ire  
and has a trem endous am ount to  do apart from  
teach ing  m usic. The standard  of m usic there  is 
e xce p tion a lly  h igh and, be ing the enorm ous 
schoo l th a t it is, the re  are 22 on the M usic S ta ff 
a lone. As House M istress she rea lly  does have a 
house w ith  43 g ir ls  in it— a ll o f w h ich  she is re­
spons ib le  for. She w rites  th a t H ersche l is s till her 
favourite  of a ll the schoo ls  w here she has taught.

STRUBEN (M rs. D avis) (19 4 0 ): D iana and her hus­
band have recen tly  moved from  Port E lizabeth  to 
Durban.

STUBBS (M rs. B raz ie r) (1946 ): Helen-Pat, be tter 
know n as H.P. du ring  her schoo l days, w ent to  
the  H ersche l Reunion in London th is  year, w here 
she m et up w ith  Pat Foreste r Bennet (nee  H a iley ). 
They recogn ised  each o ther im m ed ia te ly  and 
Pat w rites  th a t it was qu ite  trau m a tic  co n s id e iin g  
she was on ly  12 when she le ft H ersche l and they 
last saw each other!

STUTTAFORD (M rs. G rubb ) (1965 ): G eorg ina  was 
m arried  in Cape Town in June  and is now liv ing  
in Hong Kong.

SYFRET (M rs. K ingdon ) (1957 ): C aro line  and her 
husband have th ree  daughte rs. She con tinues  her 
part-tim e jo b  as secre ta ry  to  Joy Packer.

TAYLOR (19 7 2 ): Joce lyn  com p le ted  a secre ta ria l 
cou rse  at the  Lucy C layton  S ecre ta ria l S choo l in 
London last year. On re tu rn ing  to  Cape Town she 
w orked  in “ C h lo ë ’s B o u tiq u e ”  but has now oone 
back to  London to  take  a cook ing  course.

TH AL (M rs. Tow nsend) (19 6 3 ): Jenny is liv ing  in 
S co tland  but e a rlie r th is  year v is ited  Cape Town 
w ith  her husband and tw o  ch ild ren .

THOM PSETT (19 7 2 ): Jeann ine  w ent overseas a fte r 
leaving schoo l and is now  m arried  and liv ing  in 
Rhodesia.

TORR (1973 ): L indsey is w o rk ing  on the fam ily  fa rm  
"M e lto n  W o ld " and p lans to  study jo u rn a lism  at 
R hodes next year.

VAN DER BIJL (M rs. M acP herson) (19 4 8 ): N icky 
and her husband, Ewen, w ere hosts at the  Old 
H e rsche lians ' G athering  in London in May th is  
year. T he ir e ld e r daugh te r, Joanna, was present. 
She goes to  U n ive rs ity  th is  year. Anyone w ho is 
in London next year at the  tim e  of the next Re­
un ion, and w ho w ou ld  like  to  go, p lease con tac t 
N icky. Here te lephone  num ber is 937-4433.

VERSFELD (M rs . R addon Reed) (19 5 g ): D iana and 
fam ily  have le ft M atiies fon te in  and are b u ild in g  a 
house on th ree  acres of land her m other has given 
them  in C onstantia . T he ir daugh te r, V eron ica , is 
in he r second year at H ersche l.

VERSTER (M rs. N o rga rb ) (1988 ): G ill was liv ing 
in S p rin g b ok  w here he r husband is an eng ineer. 
They are be ing transfe rred  to S w akopm und.

WARES (M rs. Burns) (1960 ): Lesley and her two 
sons are now happ ily  se ttled  in K en ilw orth . She 
w orks in the Physio therapy D epartm ent at the 
Red C ross th ree  m orn ings a week and is a lso 
p lay ing  league squash.

WARING (M rs. Jam eson) (19 5 8 ): F e lic ity  is liv ing  
in Johannesburg  but spend m uch tim e  in Mooi 
R iver w here they have a stud farm  and w here  they 
p lan to  even tua lly  live.

WATERSON (M rs. du T o it)  (1948 ): P r isc illa  w rites 
th a t C radock, w here she lives, is recove ring  s low ­
ly from  the e ffec ts  o f the devasta ting  flood  from  
the G reat Fish R iver in M arch th is  year. As P ris ­
c illa  is the  re p o rte r fo r the  loca l paper she had 
p len ty of news to  keep her go ing  and was also 
ab le  to  supp ly  som e of the  na tiona l papers, fo r 
w h ich  she is the co rresponden t, w ith  a ll the  de ­
ta ils . Her w ork  w ith  the M id land  News, one of the 
o ldest new spapers in the country , cons is ts  of 
g lean ing  a ll the  news of events and people  in 
the tow n and d is tr ic t. She a ttends m eetings, 
(m o s tly  in A frikaans w h ich  has im proved her 
b ilin g u a lism ) and o the r soc ia l ga the rings p lus 
tak ing  p ic tu res  fo r the  press. She not on ly  sub­
m its the news but reads the  copy and sees to  the 
layout of th e  paper, w h ich  appears w eekly. As her 
husband is the P residen t of the Rotary C lub fo r 
th is  year she is a lso busy as P residen t of the 
ANNs. Her e ldest daugh te r, Jane, w rites  m atric  
at C o lleg ia te  Schoo l in Port E lizabeth  th is  year 
and in tends s tudy ing  to  be a te a che r at U.C.T. 
next year. Her second daughte r, M iche lle , is also 
at C o lleg ia te  w h ile  th e  youngest, L inda, is s till at 
the  loca l schoo l.

WEBB (1972 ): M andy is do ing  her “ A "  levels at 
O xford.

W EINLIG  (19 7 1 ): Vanessa is at p resen t sa iling  
a round the w o rld  on Sayula II w h ich  has ju s t won 
the W orld  Y ach t Race. She had d in n e r w ith  P rince 
C harles and is loving the  life.

WELSH (M rs. Z u il l)  (1963 ): Anne was out here on 
ho liday in Ju ly  from  Fife, S co tland , w here she now 
lives.

W ILLIAM S (M rs. H oy le ) (1957 ): A udrey is liv ing  in 
Port E lizabeth  w here  tw o  of her th ree  daughters 
are at C o lleg ia te .

W ILLIAMS (M rs. O n ions) (1961 ): Judy was m arried 
at H erm anus in January  and is now liv ing  in 
Bu law ayo w here she has been w o rk ing  fo r the 
tow n p lann ing  departm ent.

W OOD (M rs. Van Z y l)  (19 6 3 ): C aro lyn has recen tly  
re tu rned  from  the S tates w here  she spen t a year 
w h ile  her husband was s tudy ing  there.

W RENTM ORE (1972 ): Robyn is at H artw e ll House 
in Aylesbury.
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Herschelians on South African Campuses
News has been received of a num ber (b u t not by 

any m eans a ll) o f H ersche lians studying  at S outli 
A fr ican  un ivers ities. A t the U n ivers ity  of C ape Town, 
w ork ing  fo r a B.A. degree, there  are Fiona Baigrie
(1971) in her second year (and  m ode lling  part- 
t im e ), Kathy Caradoc-Davies (1973) and Jill Gold­
ing (1971) in her second year, too . She played 
hockey in the  S.A. U n ive rs ities  tou rnam en t in July. 
Pam Johnson (1972) is now  w o rk ing  fo r a B.A. (she 
s tud ied  Fine A rts  last yea r) and the re  are a lso Gwen 
M akepeace (19 7 3 ), Tessa M allet (1971 ), Margie 
Minogue (1973), w ho was chosen th is  year to  p lay 
in the U nder 21 W estern P rovince  H ockey Team, and 
Anne Spruce (1971) in her th ird  year. Alex Adams 
(1973 ), w ho is in res idence  at F u lle r Hall, has been 
s tudy ing  fo r a B.Sc. but is chang ing  to  Business 
S c ience  next year. Shán Adams (1972) spent 1973 
in New Zea land as a Rotary s tuden t and is now 
a lso  w o rk in g  fo r her B.Sc. Hilary Brown (1972) is 
in her second year B.Sc. and Janet Graall (1970) 
in her fina l year. Ling Wesemann (1972) started 
w o rk ing  fo r her B.Sc. a t the U n ive rs ity  of P re toria  
but has now  changed to  Cape Town.

There are th ree  H e rsche lians at U.C.T. p reparing  
fo r a ca re e r in te a ch ing — Kim Broadbent (1970) and 
Glenda Harris (1970) are both in th e ir  fina l year, 
having w orked  fo r a P rim ary Teach ing  D ip lom a; 
Susan Abernethy (1971) is in her th ird  year, s tudy­
ing fo r a B.A. (T e a c h in g ). Jasmine Peel (1971) is 
w o rk ing  fo r her B.Sc. (N u rs in g ). Inc iden ta lly , Jas­
m ine  is not ou r on ly  nurse in tra in in g , Philippa 
Gough (1972) is in the second year of her tra in ing  
at R ondebosch C ottage  H osp ita l, Virginia Sleigh
(1972) is in her second year at the V ic to ria  H osp i­
ta l in W ynberg and Mary Foot (1971) is a lso  do ing  
her second year of nurs ing . O ur sym pathy goes to 
her on the loss of her m other in August. Pauline 
Gilbert (1963) hopes to  com p le te  her B.Sc. (P hy­
s io th e ra p y ) at U.C.T. th is  yea r and in tends w ork ing  
at Frere H osp ita l, East London. Hilary Henderson 
(1970) is ano the r o f the “ pa ra -m ed ics" and is a 
th ird  year O ccupa tiona l Therapy student. Jane Philip
(1970) is in her th ird  year at U.C.T. w ork ing  fo r  her
B.Sc. (M e d ic in e ). She was a vo lu n tee r w o rke r in 
the C iske i d u ring  the Ju ly  ho lidays. Dita Newman
(1972) is in he r second year and Sally-Ann Wells
(1971) in her th ird , both s tudy ing  fo r  a B.A. Soc.Sc. 
degree. Sally-Ann spent last D ecem ber ho lidays 
trave lling  a round A m erica  w ith  tw o  friends. Janet 
Pettigrew (1972) was at the M aas-P h illips Drama 
C o llege  but is now  s tudy ing  a rcheo logy  at U .C.T.—  
w h ich  if we m igh t be pardoned the  pun is a ra ther 
d ra m a tic  change!

Belinda Blaine (1971) is read ing  Law at U.C.T. 
D uring the last genera l e lec tion  she was busy cam ­

pa ign ing  fo r Van Zyl S labbert. Of a s lig h tly  o lde r 
genera tion , the re  is Sally Abbott (M rs. Ryan) (1988) 
w ho is do ing  an S.T.D. at U .C.T.— she spent last 
year overseas— and Angela Gilbert (1965 ). Angela, 
however, is no t a student. She is em ployed by the 
U.C.T. P lann ing U nit w h ich  is invo lved in the  fu tu re  
deve lopm ent of U.C.T. over the next ten years. She 
has recen tly  com p le ted  des ign ing  and superv is ing  
a house in C onstantia  and is now w ork ing  on one in 
Herm anus. She spent s ix  weeks of the D e ce m b e r/ 
January  vaca tion  in the U.K., U.S.A., C anada and 
the A rgen tine . In San F rancisco , A nge la  saw Louise 
Maratos (1965) w ho has recen tly  m arried . A no ther 
H ersche lian  on the U.C.T. s ta ff is Ann Stewart (M rs. 
Sass) (19 5 9 ). Ann is Lady W arden at Tugw e ll Hall 
— a new R esidence fo r  wom en s tuden ts— and has 
had a busy year cop ing  w ith  the tee th ing  prob lem s 
of a new b u ild in g  and new students. She fin d s  aca­
dem ic  and soc ia l p rob lem s of the studen ts  hard 
w ork but very fu lf illin g . Diana Harris (M rs. W ing­
fie ld )  (1963) is lec tu rin g  in Psycho logy at U.C.T. 
She is expecting  her second baby in January. Helen 
Robertson (1968) is do ing  research  at the M edica l 
School.

We have news of tw o H ersche lians at Rhodes 
U n ive rs ity— Jeannine Floyd (1971) is in her th ird  
year studying  fo r a B.A. (E n g lish ) degree and Penny 
Barnett (1971 ), her fo rm er c lassm ate, in th ird  year
B.Sc.— she hopes to  do her H onours next year. 
There are five H ersche lians at the U n ivers ity  of 
S te llenbosch— Edwlna Abbott (1970) in her fina l 
year fo r  a B.A. degree, Linda Storch-Nielsen (1973) 
w ork ing  fo r a B.A., Hanneli Muller (1972) in her 
second year fo r a B.Sc., Christine Murray (1973), 
w ho is s tudy ing  law and Elizabeth Lacey (1973), 
art. Peta Brownlie (1973) is a no the r a rt s tuden t 
from  that c lass but she is at the Cape C o llege  fo r 
Advanced T echn ica l E ducation. Marianne du Toit
(1973 ), yet a no the r from  th is  genera tion , is m aking 
H ersche l h is to ry  by s tudy ing  ve te rina ry  sc ience  in 
P re to ria— our firs t vet.

We w ould  po in t out to  those who d iscove r, from  
these reports , tha t there  are a few  o ther H ersche­
lians in th e ir  v ic in ity , tha t the re  is no need fo r a 
la rge  num ber to  have a reun ion. There is a de fin ite  
purpose  in do ing  so, too . It is not a lways easy to 
se ttle  down in a new p lace  w ith  few  fr iends  and if 
you form  a sm all g roup  of o ld H ersche lians it m eans 
tha t you can he lp  o thers w ho move to  you r area. If 
you have not the address of any of those  m entioned 
and cannot find  it in the te lephone  d irec to ry , d rop  
a line  to  the S ecre tary of the  O ld H ersche lians As­
soc ia tion . Send your news fo r next yea r’s m agazine 
to the sam e address.
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